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HIM THAT CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN
ZING 747 AIRCRAFT FOR YOUR
LIMITED IS ONE OF THE TWO
POTENTIAL *PLI1E] OF ENGINES. T Ul TAND THAT A DECISION
ON THE CHOICE OF ENGINE MANUFACTURER MAY BE VERY CLOSE, AND

THAT THIS DECISION MAY NOT BE IN ROLLS-ROYCE'S FA EVEN THOUGH

A TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT OF THEIR PRODUCT HAS YE MADE.

SAUDIA IS ONE OF ROLLS-ROYCE'S MOST VALUED OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS.
I THEREFORE WIS I'0 WRITE DIREC TO YOUR MAJEST TO UNDERLINE
S
MAKE A TECHNICAL
TION TO THE AIRLINE. THE LATEST VERSIOR THE ROLLS-ROYCE
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CONFIDENTIA L

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

23 December 1983

I should be grateful if you would arrange for the
enclosed message from the Prime Minister to King Fahd

of Saudi Arabia to be despatched urgently.
I am copying this letter and enclosure to

Ruth Thompson (Department of Trade and Industry) and

Richard Mottram (Ministry of Defence).

DAVID BARCLAY

The Resident Clerk,

Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO KING FAHD OF SAUDI ARABIA

PRIME MINISTER'S
PERSONMNAL MESSAGE
SERIAL D

- 8 P

After Greeting

I was most grateful for your Majesty's kind message
which our Secretary of State for Trade and Industry brought back

from his instructive visit to your Kingdom.

I have learned from him that consideration is being given
to the purchase of ten further Boeing 747 aircraft for your
national airline, and that Rolls-Royce Limited is one of the
two potential suppliers of engines. I understand that a decision
on the choice of engine manufacturer may be very close, and
that this decision may not be in Rolls-Royce's favour even though
a technical assessment of their product has yet to be made.
Saudia is one of Rolls-Rovce's most valued overseas customers.
I therefore wished to write directly to your Majesty to
underline how important the continuance of this relationship is
to Rolls-Royce, and to ask that they be invited to make a technical
presentation to the airline. The latest version of the Rolls-Royce
engine, the RB211-524D4, has not yet been analysed by Saudia, and
I am sure that the airline will be impressed by its excellence.
The Chairman of Rolls-Royce, Sir William Duncan, would be

delighted to visit your Kingdom at an early date for this purpose.

/1 do hope
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I do hope that your Majesty will be willing to give this

suggestion favourable consideration.

On a separate matter, may I say that I am delighted that our

Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and our Secretary of State for

Defence will be visiting your Kingdom shortly. I hope that these
visits will fo}m part of a pattern of frequent Ministerial contacts
between our two countries. I am deeply concerned about the grave
situation in the Middle East. Moreover, there is an East /West
aspect of the situation in the Lebanon which we cannot ignore.

In such difficult and dangerous times I think it is of the highest
importance that like-minded countries should meet frequently and
take counsel together so that we may be better able to defend and

further those things in which we believe.

I send, Your Majesty, my deepest respects and warm regards

to you and your country.
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I was most grateful for your Majesty's kind message which
my Secretary of State for Trade and Industry brought back from

his instructive visit to your Kingdom.
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to the purchase of ten further Boeing 747 aircraft for your
national airline, and that Rolls-Royce Limited is one of the two
potential suppliers of engines. I understand that a decision on
the choice of engine manufacturer may be very close, and that this
decision may not be in Rolls-Royce's favour even though a technical
assessment of their product has yet to be made. Saudia is one of
Rolls-Royce's most valued overseas customers. I therefore wished
to write directly to your Majesty to underline how important the
continuance of this relationship is to Rolls-Royce, and to ask
that they be invited to make a technical presentation to the
airline. The latest version of the Rolls-Royce engine, the
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