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CONFIDENTIAL

2 March 2084

ANGOLA: RELEASE OF BRITISH MERCENARY PRISONERS

Thank you for your letter of 1 March.

As I told you on the telephone, the

Prime Minister agrees that the message from
herself to President Dos Santos should be
despatched (we also agreed o®n the telephone
that the second paragraph should end with
the words ''much concerned for their safety'.

Roger Bone, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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10 DOWNING STREET

PRIME MINISTER

Please can you agree the attached
draft message to President
Dos Santos? L5
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Duty Clerk

1 March 1984




CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

1 March, 1984
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Angola: Release of British Mercenary Prisoners

The arrangements for the release of the seven British
ex-mercenaries from Luanda have on the whole gone well.
So far as the media and Parliament are concerned, HMG
have emerged with some credit, and there has so far been
little or no criticism of the Angolan Government.

The Prime Minister sent a letter of thanks to President
Dos Santos on 25 January after first learning of his decision
to release the men by the end of February. However, given
the time that has elapsed since then, it would seem appropriate
for a further short message to be sent now that the release
has taken place. Our Ambassador in Luanda has recommended
that such a message would be well received. This would also
provide an opportunity for an expression of concern at the
highest level about the fate of the British hostages seized by
UNITA, as well as a further word of encouragement over the
negotiations on Namibia and Cuban withdrawal.

In delivering the Prime Minister's message we would instruct
our Ambassador to make sure that President Dos Santos realises
we kept to our various undertakings as regards the arrangements
for receiving the prisoners. Angolan Ministers have expressed
disappointment that there has been so much publicity. As you
know, the Angolans are highly sensitive on this point: Sr Do :
Nascimento raised the matter with the Prime Minister in December.
In fact, partly owing to the newspaper strike, there has been
much less coverage than we expected. Our Ambassador has largely.
been able to satisfy Angolan Ministers of our good faith over
this. However, the influential Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs
has said that he assumes that HM Government would be sending
a message of thanks to President Dos Santos and recommended that
Mf_Goulding should deliver it personally in order to explain
the steps taken to limit adverse publicity. Our Ambassador will
be instructed to make clear that we consider the Angolans have
nothing to complain about in this respect.

I should be grateful to know whether the Prime Minister would
be content for a message to be conveved. I enclose a draft,which
I shall be showing in parallel to Sir Geoffrey Howe in tonight's
box.

M\
A J Coles Esq

10 Downing Street (R B Bone)
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secrelary

27 February, 1984

ANGOLA:BRITISH PRISONERS

The Prime Minister saw over the weekend
your letter of 24 February.

Mrs. Thatcher has approved,on a contingency
basis, the message from herself to President
dos Santos. But I take it that you have
concluded that such a message is not essential.
Perhaps we can be in touch again if you do see
a need for it.

P. Ricketts, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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10 DOWNING STREET

PRIME MINISTER

Please agree the draft
contingency message to
President Dos Santos at Flag A.

Thank you.

s

Duty Clerk

Lo 5 £leo.
25 Fgbruary, 1984.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

24 February 1984
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Angola: British Prisoners

(

UNITA have claimed that they have taken 16 British
personnel hostage during an attack yesterday on oneé oI tLhe
diamond mines. The Angolan authorities seem convinced that
this is the case. I enclose a summary prepared by the
Department here of the action which we are taking to establish
the facts and to attempt to secure the safety both of any
Britons who have been seized by UNITA and the remaining
British mining personnel in the region.

I also enclose copies of HM Ambassador Luanda's telegram
nos 253 and 263. As you will see, the Angolans do not seem
to have made a connexion as yet between the taking of thesé

‘hostages and the release of the British prisoners which is due
to take place on 27 Fe ary. If fhey did make such a
connexion, the prisoners' release could be jeopardised. In
that case, we mifht wish to recomménd at short notice that

the Prime Minister send a message to President Dos Santos.

I enclose a draft message on a contingency basis; we will be
in touch over the weekend if the Ambassador considers that
such a message is essential.

We have also considered whether we should urgently
approach Savimbj. However, there is no prospect of our
persuading him to free his hostages in time to remove any
threat which may develop to the early release of the ex-mercenaries.
Imdeed, if Dos Santos learned of an approach by us to Savimbi,
the early release of our ex-mercenaries would be further
jeopardised. We have, therefore, concluded that it would be
right to accord top priority to persuading Dos Santos to go
ahead with the early releasé of the ex-mercenaries 1f this
seemed to be 1n danger. As soon as that is achieve, we can
consider whether we should make an approach to Savimbi (direct
or indirect) over his hostages. It is unlikely, meanwhile,
that Savimbi would deliberately seek to harm-his Western

prisoners. ——
—h——-_'—-—.-’
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Copies of these papers are being submitted in
parallel to the Foreign Secretary.

lefl —@rtf/

o (Dekats

(P F Ricketts)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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CONFIDENTIAL

DRAFT CONTINGENCY MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER TO

PRESIDENT DOS SANTOS

I am most concerned to hear that the rebel forces have

attacked the diamond mine at Cafunfo and seized a number of

hostages, including some British prisoners. Please accept

my sympathy for the loss of life which the Angolan forces
have suffered in this attack. I am grateful to Your
Excellency's Government for all they are doing, and I am sure
will continue to do, to protect the British citizens in the
region.

I very much hope that this unfortunate development will
not in any way delay the release of the British prisoners
held by the Angolan Government, which I understand was planned
within the next few days. Indeed their earliest release would
be the clearest demonstration to the world of the constructive
relationship which exists between our two Governments in the
face of the many difficulties confronting us. I give Your
Excellency my assurance that the British Government will, if
Your Excellency so wishes, state publicly that the decision
by the Angolan Government to exercise clemency and release the
prisoners arises out of the development of our bilateral
relations; and that it was taken and conveyed to us some time

before the attack on the diamond mine.
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