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From the Private Secretary 6 April 1984

Belgrano

I enclose a copy of a letter which the Prime Minister
has received from Mr. Tam Dalyell which has been prompted
by the Prime Minister's letter of 4 April to Mr. Denzil
Davies.

You will note that Mr. Dalyell has an Oral Question
down for answer by the Prime Minister on Thursday 12 April.

In his present letter he asks a number of detailed
questions. Subject to your views, I am inclined to advise
the Prime Minister not to answer these questions but to reply
in the following sense: she takes it that Mr. Dalyell is
still trying, as he has tried for the last two years or so,
to establish his contention that the Belgrano was attacked in
order to destroy the prospects for peace negotiations based on
the Peruvian proposals; that is simply not true; she has made
the position on this matter absolutely clear yet again in her
letter of 4 April to Mr. Denzil Davies; in these circumstances
she does not think it useful to prolong these exchanges.

[ I should be grateful for advice by mid-day on Wednesday,
fll April as to whether the Prime Minister should reply in the

... | above terms.

It would, in any case, be useful if you could let me have
brief answers (in a form usable in the House of Commons) to
Mr. Dalyell's questions in case he pursues any of these points
on 12 April. This is not to say that the Prime Minister would
necessarily enter into the substance of the matter in any
exchanges with Mr. Dalyell but it will be useful to have the
option of so doing if we judge that that is the best tactic.
Could this line to take also be available by lunchtime on
Wednesday 11 April.

I am copying this letter and enclosure to Peter Ricketts
(Foreign and Commonwealth Office).

Richard Mottram, Esq.,
Ministry of Defence.
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