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Belgrano: Peruvian Peace Proposals

/ﬁe have discussed on the telephone your letter of
9 ﬁﬁril about the replies to the questions put by
Mr® Tam Dalyell in the Foreign Affairs Debate on 22 March.
It might be useful if I set out our comments on Mr Dalyell's
claim that a signing ceremony had been arranged in Lima on
2 May.

There is no doubt that the Peruvians did have such a
ceremony in mind, if not for the evening of 2 May then for
as soon as possible thereafter. The soundest evidence for
this is in the then British Ambassador's report of his
discussion with the Peruvian Foreign Minister in Lima in
the early evening (Local time) of 2 May. In his telegram
number 137 of 3 May 1982, of which I enclose a copy,

Mr Wallace said that Dr Arias Stella had told him that if
the Peruvians' "7-point formula'" was acceptable to Britain
and Argentina, the signature of an interim document would
take place in Lima. Mr Wallace's report concluded:

"Dr Arias warned me to expect instructions tonight and
added that they were making arrangements to stage a grand
signature ceremony in Lima'.

The Peruvians would have had great difficulty, in any
circumstances, in setting up such a ceremony on 2 May
itself. As we have reminded Mr Dalyell in our reply to his
sixth and seventh questions, President Belaunde said at his
press conference on the evening of 2 May that the Argentines
were still considering his proposals, and that he hoped to
make _an announcement about them later that night or the
following day. Mr Dalyell, Mr Paul Foot and others have
often claimed that the Peruvians had prepared for the signing
ceremony a text '"bound in red leather'". It is impossible to
disprove this. In short, the Peruvians' expectations were
serigusly exaggerated, but they did exist and the Foreign
Ministry had evidently put in hand arrangements to gain
maximum présentational advantage from any agreement that
might be reached.
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Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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1. THE FORE 1SN MINISTER 3uwvCuid ME ThIS EVEMINC. “R AR IAS BEGAN
Y SAY145 THAT HE MUCH HOPZ) %E #OULD HAVE 00D LEWS SHORTLY.

Lz 5a1D THAT AFTER TsE CONVERSATIO4 REPCRTZD I sy TUP HE Had
SPCKEN TO PAZS IDENT BELAUNDE WRC HAD DECIDED Te “AKE & FUPTHER

CATTE#PT TO 3REAK THE JEALCCK &nD 3R ING A20UT ai 1S DIATE CZASEFIRE,

R AR 1A3 SA1D THAT ON PRE3 132497 1AL INSTAUCT IONS LS HAD TELEFHONZD |
CCSTA MENDZZ TO PRESS UPOW HIM A FORMULA WHICH MIGHT GFFEF it
a:3T CHanCc OF AN IMMEDIATE SOLUTICH. DR ARIAS REPEZATED THAT A

. WLY HAD TG 3E FOuND TO sLLOWN THE ARGENTINES TO CL %5 DOwN WITHOUT

J00 MuCa LO5S OF FACE, THIY EAD THEREFORE S IDERED WAETHER A

54T wWHICH =0ULD |4CLUDE A TOAZN RIFZRIN =T ARGENTINE CLAIM,
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P[4 INREPLY TO MY SPECIFIC QUESTION D2 ARIAS SAID THAT THE
S IZES UT7=POINT FORMULA HAD THE APPROVAL OF COSTA MENDEZ SEVICCLCN THAT
B0 B GENZRAL GALTIZR 1 HAD TOLD PRESIDENT SILAUNDE THAT FE was.
" UOUCTE WELL DISPOSED UnoUDTE TOWARDS IT HUT THAT HE HAD HIS
QUOTE SENATZ UNQUOTE ( IE THE MILITARY JUNTA) TO CO%SULT AND
CCHVINCE. DR ARIAS SAID THAT THZ KILITARY JUKTA wAS FEET ING K
SVEN AT THIS MOMINT TO CON3IDER THE TIRMS AdD THAT A4 REPLY WAS
SXPECTED HOURLY, DR ARIAS SalD THAT ME HAD RITASONW TO BELIZVE THAT
R HAIG'S PROPOALS HAD ZEZZN CONVEYED WITH THI KHOWLEDGE OR AT
ZASE THE CONSENT OF ¥R PYM., DR ARIAS E¥MPHAS 1SED THAT PRZSIDINT:
3ZLAUNDE wAS ANXIOUS NOT TO- LOSE ThE MOMINTUM A4NDTHAT IT HAD
B2EN CONYEYZD TO WASAINGTON THAT IF THI FORMULA wa5 ACCEPTAALE,
TrZ  SIGNATURE GF AN INTZR IM DCCUMENT #OULD TAKZ PLACE IN LIMA,
DRARIAS WARNID ME TO ZXPZICT I14STRUCT 10NS TUNIGHT and
ThZY WERI MARINS ARRANCZIRINTS TO 5TAGE & GRAND §ICYATL:
IN Lira, i
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