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Security of Small States

I understand that it is not true that the Ministry of Defence

were not consulted by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office when the

Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary's memorandum on security of
small states was being prepared. The Ministry of Defence were

consulted at official level twice, and at that level expressed
1

agreement with the paper.

——————————— “

% Nor is it true that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office were
unaware of the work being done by the Chiefs of Staff. That work

related to "out of NATO area" commitments and activities, notably

in the Gulf and the Caribbean. It covered some but by no means
all of the ground covered in the memorandum on security of small
states; and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office believed that there
was nothing in the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary's memorandum
which was inconsistent with the work done or the conclusions

reached by the Chiefs of Staff.

S None of this makes the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary's
memorandum a good or adequate paper. But the charge that the
Foreign and EsﬁﬁBnWédlth Office failed to consult the Ministry of
Defence seems to be unfounded; if there was failure of consultation,
it appears that the division of the Ministry of Defence which was
consulted by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office did not consult

either the Chiefs of Staff organisation or the Secretary of State.

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

25 July 1984
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