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YOUR TELS MOS 320 AND 325 TO ATHENS: FALKLANDS AT THE UN

1. | SAW THE POLITICAL DIRECTOR THIS MORNING, TO CARRY
OQUT YOUR GENERAL LOBBYING INSTRUCTIONS, AND TO GO OVER THE
SUBJECT WITH HIM IN PREPARATION FOR THE VISIT BY CRAX! AND
AMDREOTT! TO LONDON NEXT WEEK.

2. | TOLD BOTTAI THAT WwE HAD KEPT THE MFA FULLY INFORMED OF
QUR VIEWS IN RECENT WEEKS, BUT | THOUGHT IT USEFUL TO D1SCUSS
THIS MATTER WITH HIM PERSONALLY SINCE IT WOULD UNDOUSTEDLY
COME UP AT THE ANGLO/ITALIAN SUMMIT. THERE SHOULD BE NO
ouagzlgg__g_yue MINDS OF ITALIAN MINISTERS THAT THIS REMAINED
A VERY IMPORTANT ISSUE FOR THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, WHO wOULD
BE COOKTHG FOR A CONTINUED ABSTENTION BY OUR EC PARTNERS ON
THE ARGENTINE DRAFT RESOLUTION THIS YEAR. | GAVE HIM A PAPER
SETTING OUT OUR VIEWS FULLY, SO THAT THIS COULD BE AVAILABLE
TO THE ITALIAN MINISTERS AS THEY PREPARED FOR THEIR TALKS IN
LONDON. THI!S DREW OM YOUR FIRST TUR AND TOOK ACCOUNT OF
SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING YOUR TELNO 357 TO ME, AN
ACCOUNT OF WHICH CONVERSATION BOTTAI HAD RECENTLY READ. |
ADDED THAT ALTHOUGH THERE WERE RUMOURS OF A REVISED ARGENTINE
RESOLUTION, IT DID NGT APPEAR TO BE CONFIRMED THAT ARGENTINA
HAD YET CIRCULATED A FRESH TEXT. BUT WHATEVER FORM THIS MIGHT
TAKE, wE HELD FIRMLY TO OUR VIEW THAT AHY MEGOTIATIONS ABOUT
SOVERE IGNTY WERE OUT OF THE QUESTION, AND THAT THE PRACTICAL
IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIOHNS WAS THE ONLY REALISTIC POLICY FOR
ARGENT INA TO FOLLOW. THE LINE TAKEN BY ALFONSIN N HIS GENERAL
ASSEMBLY SPEECH HAD BEEN VERY DISAPPOINTING: WE HAD HOPED FOR
MORE FROM THE DEMOCRATIC GOVERMMENT OF ARGENTINA.

3., BOTTAI SAID THAT CAPUTO HAD TOLD ANDREOTT! TwO WEEKS AGO

OF HIS INTENTION TO PRODUCE A FRESH ARGENT INE DRAFT, BUT THIS HAD

HOT YET REACHED THE ITALIANS. HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT THE ARGENTINIANS
HAD IN MIND, BUT ITALY HAD DELIBERATELY NOT BEEN ACTIVE IN

DISCUSSING THE “UtSTIOH WITH THEM. HE HOPED THAT IF A

FRESH ARGEMTINE DRAFT EMERGE, 1T WOULD MOT PRESENT THE EC

wW1TH PROBLEMS. ER VERSIOM HAD BEEM A MUCH EASIER TEXT

FOR THE COMMUNITY TO jDLE, AND SAID THAT HE HAD AGREED WITH

ANDREAM! (wWHOM HE H M IN HEW YORK) THAT THE EXISTING /ﬁﬂg&nin
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ARGENT INE DRAFT WOULD MORE READILY ALLOW THE EC PARTNERS TO
MAINTAIN THEIR ABSTENTION FROM THE YOTE. BUT BOTTAI SAID HE

HAD TO POINT OUT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEMN ITALIAM AMD BRITISH VIEWS.
THE ITALIAN GOVERMMEMT wAS IN FAVOUR OF THE STATUS QUO “ANTE
BELLUM, BY WHICH HE SEEMED TO MEAN CONTINUED MEGOTIATIONS

BETWEEN OURSELYES AND ARGEMTINA (AND PRESUMABLY NOT EXCLUDING
SOVEREIGNTY). IF THE ARGENTINIANS FRODUCED NETURAL TEXT SIMPLY
CALLING FOR MEGOATATIONS, ITALY wWOULD HAVE TO VOTE FOR THAT.
FAILURE TO DO SO CCULD CAUSE THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT TO FALL, SINCE
IT wOULD BE INCOMPREHEMNSIBLE FOR ITALY NOT TO VOTE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH ITS CONSCIENCE AND DECLARED POLICY.

4, | QUESTIONED THIS VIEW. DID HE REALLY BELIEVE THAT A
CONTINUED ABSTENTION WOULD CAUSE SO GRAVE A DOMESTIC PROBLEM?.
(ALTHOUGH 1| DID NOT SAY SO, IT STRUCK ME AS UNLIKELY THAT THIS
WOULD HAPPEN, WITH ITALY IN SUPPORT OF AN EC POSITION, UNLESS
THE FOREIGN MINISTER WAS ALREADY IN TROUBLE FOR OTHER REASONS).
BOTTA!l SAID THAT IT WOULD AT LZAST BE AN EXTREMELY
DIFFICULT MATTER FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO HANDLE IN PARLIAMENT. SO
| THEN SUGGESTED THAT FOR ITALY TO CHANGE HER LINE THIS YEAR
COULD CAUSE HIS MINISTER A PUBLIC ROW IN I1TALIAN RELATIONS WITH
BRITAIN. 1 DID NOT WANT TO SEE THAT HAPPEN, NOCR DID | SUPPOSE
THAT MINISTER ANDREOTTI, AFTER HIS RECENT DIFFICULTIES, wOULD
WISH TO SEE AN OPEM ARGUMENT WITH THE BRITISH SIMILAR

" TO THAT HE HAD RECEMNTLY HAD WITH GERMANY.

5. BOTTAl ENEDED THE DISCUSSION BY SAYING THAT IT WAS RIGHT TG
DRAW ATTENTION TO THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DISCUSSION I LONDGN

MEXT WEEK ON THIS POINT. HE TOO RECALLED THE DIFFEREMNCE wHICH HAD

ARISEN BETWEEN BRITISH AND ITALIAN MIMISTERS IN SEPTEMBER 1983,

DURING CRAX1'S FIRST VISIT 7O LONDON, AND WISHED TC AVOID

ANOTHER DISCUSSION OF THAT KIHD. HE HOPED ARGENTINA wQULD KOT
PRODUCE A NEUTRAL RESOLUTIOM OF THE SORT LIKELY TO CAUSE

MAXIMUM DIFFICULTY. HE MENTIONED THAT ALFONSIN wWOULD BE PAYING
A YISIT TO EUROQPE AFTER THE LONDON DISCUSSIONS, APPAREMTLY CALLING
AT PARIS, ROME, AND STRASBOURG WHERE HE wAS DUE TO DELIVER A
SPEECH. THE ITALIANS EVIDENTLY HOPE THAT A DECISIOM ABOUT THE
VOTE IN THE UN wiLL NOT MEED TO BE TAKEN UNTIL THE LAST WEEK

IN OCTOBER AT THE EARLIEST.
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