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YOUR TELKC 1235 RELATIGNS wITH ARGENTINA
SUMMARY

1., FEDEZRAL COUNCILLOR AUBZRT'S ACCOUNT OF MIS VISIT TO BUENCS
AIRES, LEMOCRACY IN ARGENTINE FRAGILE, POTENTIAL THREATS TO
STAEILITY OF REGIME, ARGENTINE PARLIAMENTARIANS HARD LINE ON
FﬁkﬁkﬁNDS. ALFONSIN AND CAPUTO SOMEWHAT MORE FLEXIBLE BUT WwILL
NOT LEAVE SOVEREIGNTY ASIDE, AUBERT SPOKE IN ACCORDANC

¥ITH YOUR MESSAGE,

DETAIL

2, THE HEAD OF THE SwISS FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF FOREICN AFFAIRS
INVITED ME TO CALL CON 26 OCTOBER TO HEAR AN ACCOUNT OF HIS
DISCUSSIONS IN BUENDS AIRES, STATc SECRETARY, CHEF DE CABINET

AND COUNSELLOR WERE PRESENT, AUBERT, WHO SEEMCD RATHER EXHALSTELD
BY RIS JOURNEY GAVE A PREFARED PRESENTATION, SPEAKING FROM NOTLS,
OUR CONVERSATION LASTED 45 MINUTES, NO PAPER WAS HANDED OVZR,

3. AUEERT OPENED WITH A DESCRIPTION OF THE POLITICAL BACKGROUNL,
DEMOCRACY IN ARGERTINA YAS YOUKC AND VERY FRAGILE, ALFONSIN HAD
ONLY TAKEN OVER ON 10 DECEMEER 133, BY 2C SEPTEMBZR 1954, THE
KAT ICKAL COMMISSION FOR THE DICAFPZARED, UNDEZR THE CHAIRMANSHIP

. LAITTNR -




ONLY TAKEN OV2R CL 1T DECEMECH 1293 C SEPTEMEZR 1954, THE
NAT IONAL COMMISSION FOR TH: LE D (DER THE CHAIRNANSHJFJ

OF SABATC, HAD DILIVERED TC ALFCNEIN AN ENORMOUSLY COFI10US ®
AND THOROUGH REPORT ON THE SUBJECT OF THOSE KILLEL, IMPRISOMEL

OR TORTURED UNDER THE FREVIOUS REGIME BASZIL ON A STUDY OF Sov:

5C,00C DOCUMENTS, SABATO HAD NOW FINISHED HIS TASK AND AN

UNDER SECRETARY, RABOSS| (A LAWYER), HAL BEEN APFOINTED TO LEAL

WITH THE SUBJECT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, AUBERT HAD SPOKEN WITH HIM AND

FORMED A GOOD IMPRESSION, HE WAS NON=POLITICAL AND APPARENTLY
INCORRUFTABLE, A VERY HIGH PROPCRTION OF THE MILITARY WERL

IMPLICATED, THE JUDICIAL PROCESS WAS NOw UNDER CIVILIAN CONTRGL,
ALFONSIN?S POLICY WAS YO TRY TC INTEGRATE THE ARMY INTO THS

DEMOCRATIC REGIME BUT THE ARMY WOULD NEVER ACCEFT THIS, IT WAS

STILL A POWERFUL FORCE CAFABLE OF TRYING TO TAKE OVER THE

GOVERNMEKRT AGAIN, THERE WERL NARROW LIMITS TC WHAT THE ARMY yGULD
TOLERATE IN THE WAY OF JULICIAL PROCEEDINGS AGLINST THEMSELVES,

4, ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE FICTURE, AUBERT CONTINUED, WAS THE
FORCE OF PUELIC OPINION, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF
THE MOTHEZRS OF THE LISAPFZARLL WAL CALLED ON KIM IN BERNE |IN
JANUARY 1984 AND DID SC AGAI' IN BUENOS AIRES, THEIR SCNE WE
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AMONCST THOSE WHC HAD BEEN TAKE® AV AY WHEN STUDEMTS HAD BEC!;
SZIZED AT RANLOM, THEZSE WCMEN WZIRE DETERMINEL TO CETAIN
JUSTICE. IF THIS wAS DENIED THEFZ WAS A DANGER THAT THEIR
ACTIVITIZS MIGKHT DEGENERATE INTO VENGEANCL AND LEAD TO A
NEw CYCLE OF TERRORISM AND MILITARY REACTION,

5. ALFCANSIN®S GOVERMNENT wAS UNEASILY BALANCED BETWEEN THESE
FORCES, ITE FALL wOULD NCT LEAD TC A SOLUTION OF ANY GF

THE COUNTRY'S PROBLEMS, OF THESZ THE THREE MCST IMPORTANT WERE
FOREIGN DEBT, 'O\ WHICH THERE MAD BEEN AN AGREEMENT WITH THE IMFg
THE BEAGLE CHANNEL, ON WHICH AGREEMZNT HAD ALSC BEEN REACHI:

( AND THE SWISS GOVERMNZINT HAD AGREED TO NAME THE MEMBERS OF

AN AREITRATION TRIBUNAL IN CASE ThE PARTIES CONCERNED WERZ UNAZLE
TO AGREE ON ITS COMPCSITION= SEE MY SAVING TELNC 10 OF 2€
CCTCBER)s AND THE FALKLAHDS,

€. AUECRT SAID THAT OX 3 OCTOBER HE HAD SPOKEN W ITH ALFONSIN, WHOM
HE FOUND TIRED BUT CLEAR, AND FIR™ IN HIS DETERMINATION TO

CONSOL IDATE DEMOCRATIC REGIME, CAPUTO WAS PRESENT, AND THE TwO
MINISTERS HAD A FUKTHER TALK THE FOLLOw INGC DAY, THESE

CCNVERSATIONS HAT CORRCEPONDED CLOSELY WITH THAT BETWEEN BRUNNIR
AND CAPLTOD IN NEW YORK (MY TELNO 345). CAPUTO $Am THREE ELEMENTS

IN ANY FUTURE NEGCTIATICHS WITH USg NORMALISATION MEASURES COUGHT
BY THE: UKy THOSE PROPUSEL BY AXGENTINA® ANL SOVEREIGNTY OVIR ThC
FALKLANDS, CAPUTC HAD SAID THAT THE SOVEREIGNTY QUESTION COULD

NCT BE "PLEFT UNDER THE TAELZ?? [N AKY FRESH NEGCTIATIONS,

7. AUEERT THEK DESCRIBET HIS MEETING IN THE SENATE WITH THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATC FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTZE, GASS, THE
VICE= FRESIDENT OF THE CHAMBER CF DEPUTIES FORE IGA

AFFAIRS COMMITTES, ALFREDO JORGE CAKALI, ANL SENATORS AND
DEPUTIES OF ALL THE POLITICAL PARTIES (BUT NO ONE FROM THE
GOVERNYEZNT), IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR PARTY AFF ILIATION, THEY HAD
ALL TAKEM A VERY HARD AND RIGICZ LINE OVER THE QUESTION OF
SOVEREIGHTY, NG DIALOGUE ON THE SUBJECT W ITH THEM WAS POSSIBLE




W Sl Ch, THEY HAD
ALL TAKEM # VERY HARD AKD RIGIT LINE OVER THE QUESTION OF
SOVEREIGNTY, NO L IALOGUE ON THE SUBJECT WITH THEM VAS POSS IBLE
AS AUBERT HAD HIMSELF TOLD THE MEETING, ON THE OTHER HAND, ALFOMSIN
AND CAPUTC WERE SIGHIFICANTLY MORZ FLEXIBLE, THE UNCOMPROMIS ING
ATTITUDE OF ARGENTINE PARLIAMENTAR IANS HAD MADE UNFAVOURABLE
IMPRESS 10,

E. AUBERT WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE MAD FAITHFULLY CONVEYED To
ALFONSIN AND CAPUTO THE POINTS WHICH YOU HAD PUT TO HIM BEFORE
IS DEPARTURE (YOUR TELNC 1€%), HE WAD TOLD ALFONSIN THAT H:

HAD NO SPECIFIC MESSAGE FROY YOU. SGVERE IGHTY WAS NOT NEGOT | AELE,
BRITAIN MAS, MOWEVER, KEADY TS KIER A%Y SUGGZSTION WHICH Th:
ARGENTINIANS MIGHT wISH TC PLT FORy ARD, MEARWHILE, NC

INITIATIVE FROM Sk ITZERLAND OR THZ EUROFEAK COMMUNITY WAS TO ES
EXFECTED. CAPUTC HAL MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE b AS INTENT ING TO MAKE
SOME PROPOSALS. HE WOULL ©C THIS THROUGH THE SwISS, He DID NOT
FAVOUR THE BRAZILIAK OR THE UN CHANNELS, HE WAS ANXIOLS TC FIND
SOME WAY OF RESUMING A DIALOGUE, AUBERT, FOR HIS PART , HAD
EMPRAS ISEL THZ IMPORTANCZ OF CONF IDENCE BUILDING,

S. | THANKED AUBERT WARMLY FOR THIS FULL ACCOUNT OF HIS
IMFRESSIONS, | THEN SPOKE IN ACCORCANCE WITH YOUR TELNG 183, )
REMINDED HIM THAT, IN YCUR SPEECH TO THE UK GENERAL ASSEMELY,

YOU HAD SAID THAT BRITAIN wAC READY TC WORK FOR MORE NORMAL
RELATIONS WITH ARGENTINA, BUT *E WOULD NEED YO VAIT UNTIL AFTZE
THE UN DEBATE BEFORE CONTEMPLATING ANY NEM DEVELOPMENT,

REFLECTING CONVERSATIONS WHICH BRUNNER AND | MAD WITH LORD

COCKF IELD DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO BERNE, | SAID THAT IT wAS
SOMEWHAT ABSURD, ONLY TwO YEARS AFTER A WAR WHICH THE ARGENT NI AYE
HAL STARTED AND LOST, FOR THEM TC EXFECT US TO BE WILLING TO
ACCEFT DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION OF SOVEREIGNTY AT THIS STAGE, ANY
PRCFCSAL FOR THE BRITISH SOVERNMENT TO DISCuss SOVERE IGKTY W ITH
THE ARGENTINIANS WOULD BC REJECTED BY PARLIAMENT IN THE UNITED
KINGDOM, AUEBZRT TCOK Tt FCIKT 247 SAIT HE WS MERELY
TRANSMITTING WHAT THE AREENTINL FLALIAVINTLE [prS HAL SAID, |

ALSC SAID THAT ALFONSIN®S EFZECH IN NEw YCRK CONF IRMING THE
LINKAGE FORMULATION WHICH DESTKOYED THE BERKE TALKS AND REFERR ING
TO TRANSFER OF SOVEREIGNTY IN THREE OR FIVE YEARS, HAD NOT

BEEN WELL RECEIVED IN LONZON AND WAD NOT MADE IT ANY EASIER TO
SEE A WAY FGRWARD,

Ce IN CONCLUS 10N, AUBERT SAID HE WOULD LIKE TC END ON A SLIGHTLY
MCRE FOSITIVE NOTE, CAPUTO HAD TOLD KIM THAT SOVERIGNTY WAS A
FROBLEM WHICH COULD BE DISCUSSED IN THE SHORTER OR THE LONGE
TERM ( A PLUS OU MOINS BREVE ECHEANCE), ME DEFINITELY WANTED
DISCUSSIONS OF PRACTICAL AND IMMZD IATE MATTERS, SOVERE IGNTY wasS
NOT ONE OF THESE THOUGH IT HAD TO BE ACCEPTED AS A SUBJECT
FOR DISCUSSIONS, ALL THE OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS COULD NOT BE
DISCUSSED AT THE SAMZ Tyvc AND SOME SPACING OUT (ECHELONNEVENT)
WOULD BE NECESSARY,
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