CONFIDENTIAL

CONF WDENT #:AL

Fr WASHINGTON 2204347 NOV Bl ;
TO PRIDRITY FCO |

TELEGRAM NUMBER 3485 OF 22 NOVEMBER
JANFO PRICRITY MOSCOW, UKDEL NATO, BONN, PARIS,

MY TELNO 3406: US/SOVIET ARMS CONTROL TALKS .

=ORD INATOR UMDER LITTLE NEW 'WNTERAGENCY VORK ON
BUT STATE DEPARTHME! NTIHUE TO ENVISAGE A POSSLPIE
ANTERIM AGREEMENT ON ASATS AND NSIVE SYSTEMS, AND SOME
“SUGGESTAONS THAT THEY MMGHT BE RED TO START WORK ON ASATS
FAIRST, UNDER THE OVERALL UMBRELLA.

PARTMENT COHTACTS CONFIRM THAT A SOVIET MESSAGE
FUTURE ARMS COWTROL TALKS wAS RECEM¥ED HERE ON 17
16 PRESUMABLY EXPLAINS HARTMAN'S REFERENCE TO QUOTE
QUOTE (TELNO 1314), BUT WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE
HE DEL/VERED TO GROMYKO ON 19 NOVEMBER WAS NOT A
SOVIET MESSAGE, BUT SIMPLY A FURTHER RE=-STATEMENT
TO NEGOTATE. (T HAD BEEN DRAFTED BEFORE THE

US W iLL MGN

SOV IET MESSAGE _ﬁEB%VED )

3. THERE 6 NOw A GENERAL AIR OF EXPECTATHON HERE THAT THE
REACTAVATION OF THE US/SOVAET DMALOGUE ON ARMS CONTROL 15 START'NG
TO HAPPEN, THAT THE RUSSIANS DO NOT REJECT THE CONCEPT OF QUOTE
UMBRELLA TALKS UNQUOTE AND THAT THERE willL BE AN EARLY MEETING
BETWEEN SHULTZ AKD GROMYKO, PERWAPS 1IN GENEVA It EARLY JANUARY,
4, THE PRECISE NATURE OF THE QUOTE UMBRELLA UNQUOTE SEEMS TO HAVE
BEEN KEPT DEL4BERATELY VAGUS i#l US/SOVHET EXCHANGES, BUT THE CENTRAL
PURPOSE OF THE CONCEPT 4§ CLEAR: TO CREATE AN ENV.IRONMENT (N WHICH
PARTICULAR NEGOTLATONS CAN BE CARRHED ON N A WAY WHICH PERMITS
LINKAGES BUT DOES NOT RESULT I PROGRESS N ONE AREA BEUNG HELD
HOSTAGE TO LACK OF PROGRESS ' ANOTHER. SI& AREAS HAVE BEEN
MENTIONED AS CANDIDATES FOR SEPARATE NEGOT:WATIONS UNDER UMBRELLA
COVERAGE: STRATEGIC SYSTEMS, NF, SPACE WEAPORS, CONVENTAONAL FORCES
1§ EUROPE, Cw, AND CBM
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