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S0UTH AFRICA AND THE

SUMMARY

1. THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT ARE TAKING NO FORMAL POSITAON

OVER THE FOQMONV*ALoH M1 SSAON T THEY KNOW MORE PRECIHSE

1S PROPOSED. THEY APPRECIATE TH

AT NASSAU AND HER WISH 70
THEY CONTINUE TO HAVE
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|- HAVE YET TO M ANYON ! GOVERNMENT OR AMONG ORDINARY
SOUTH AFRICANS WHO RELJMSHES THE ECT OF A COMMONWEALTH EMINENT
PERSOGNS GROUP (EPG) COMING 7O SO AFRICA. THERE ARE WIDESPREAD
RESERVATIONS ABOUT A TEAM OF OUTSIDERS THINKING THEY CAN HELP N
A SITUATION OF WHICH THEY HAVE NO F4RST HAND hXP*QI:NCE. LSS
POLITE CRITICS DESCRIBE |7 AS UNWANTED INTERFERENCE WHICH S LJABLE
TO INCREASE THE DAFFICULTHES

THE CONLY POINT WHICH MOS

THE PRIME MINISTER IS
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AIV MANY UNWELCOME FEAT
BOTHA TOLD MY CANADIAN COLLE REALISED MRS
THATCHER HAD *°*GONE OUT ON A Li{MB'°*., SCOURAGING REM=-
ARKS ASOUT THE EPG AND RUMOURED NOMINATIONS TMO 1T, PIK BOTHA
SUGGESTED THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT MIGHT FIND 1T MORE
POSSIBLE TO RECEIVE MEMBERS INDIVDUALLY THAN AS A GROUP. (NOT
SPELT OUT HERE, OF COURSE, IS THE IMPLIED THREAT THAT ONLY CERTAIN
MEMBERS OF THE EPG WOULD BE ACCEPTAELE).
4. PRESHDENT BOTHA SPOKE ABOUT THE EPG TO SUR JOHN HOSKYNS (FORMER
HEAD OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S POLACY UNIT) WHEN HE RECEIVED HIM ON
NOVEMBER ON AN ‘INST-LTUTE OF DIRECTORS VASHT. HOSKYNS TOLD ME
THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD GIVEN THE IMPRESSION OF BEING
OMABLY QPEN-MINDED ABOUT THE MISSION AND PREPARED TO AWALT
ALS OF ITS COMPOSITION AND METHOD OF OPERATAON, THE PRESI-
HAD ALSO SPOKEN WARMLY ABOUT LORD BARBER , WHOM HE KNOWS
HIS CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE STANDARD CHARTERED BANK. BUT
HAD MADE TWO POINTS STRONGLY TO HOSKYNS:

£ A SIX MOKRTH DEADLINE WHICH HE
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MR MALCOLM FRASER AS UTTERLY
QUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT WOULD
USEFUL CONTRIBUTION 70 MAKE. 1T M
AFRICANS COULD BE PRESUADED THAY
GENUINELY OEJECTIVE
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ENT ON MALCOLM FRAS
AFRICAN REACTIONS

COMMONWEALTH VASIT
I8 AUGUST.

VISLT
HOWEVER, HE SOUTH AFRIC G RNMENT MAY HAVE TQ
TWO COURSES NEITHER OF Wi {EY WILL FIND AT ALL
J‘““VUZT‘SV:' JME THEIR SCRUPL BOUT DEAL/ING
INCLUD WHOM Y REGARD AS
VC:40NW>ALT’

ASONS FOR HOPING THAT
BE TOUCH AND GO.
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