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RES|DENT CLERK PLEASE |NFORM JOHNSON (AUS) AND SAFD.
YOUR TELS NO 295 AND 2962 COMMONWEALTH EMINENT PERSONS GROUP .

1. | FEEL BOUND TO DRAW ATTENTION TO THREE POINTS WHICH couLd TIP
THE BALANCE INTO SOUTH AFRICAN REJECTION OF THE EPG:

(A) THE INCLUS1ON OF REMARKS ABOUT ANTI- SOUTH AFRICAN ME ASURES
{N THE STATEMENT TO BE RELEASED IN LONDON. (You DO NOT GIVE
us THE TEXT, ALTHOUGH THE SAG WILL HAVE ONE MORE CAUSE FOR

COMPLAINT \F THEY RECEIVE NO ADVANCE NOTICE OF THE STATEMENT
| TSELF, ONLY THE LIST OF NAMES PLUS COMMONWEALTH ACCORD AS
INTENDED AT PRESENT).

(B) THE PROPOSED SE?ARATE STATEMENT BY RAMPHAL, CONTENTS UNKNOWN .

(C) RAMPHAL'S DECISION T0 APPOINT FRASER AND OBASANJO AS

CO-CHA\RMAN OF THE GROUP. (FRASER 1S LIKE A RED RAG TO A

guLL SO FAR AS THE SAG ARE CONCERNED, AS | POINTED ouT
EARLIER TH1S WEEK. AND A CO-CHA IRMAN FROM NIGERIA WiTH ITS
H1STORY OF FAILED DEMOCRACY 1S ALSO GOING TO ATTRACT PARTICULAR
CRITICISM).

2. | AM GLAD YOU ARE ALREADY IN TOUCH WITH THE SECRETAR\AT ON

A AND B. MAY GE ONCE MORE HOW |MPORTANT |T 1S 70 KEEP THE
ANNOUNCEMENT OF NAMES TO A BARE MINIMUM, NOT IN ORDER TO BE NICE
TO THE SAG BUT 10 01D THE VERY REAL DANGER OF THE EPG BEING
REJECTED HERE . S STARTED. ALL THE SIGNS ARE

THAT WHITE pPUBLIC OPINION wiLL BE sOL1DLY BEHIND THE SAG IF THEY
DISMISS THE EPG OUT OF HAND, WHICH 1S ALL TOO POSSIBLE \F
STATEMENTS AT THIS STAGE BY RAMPHAL ARE PRESENTED HERE AS
PROVOCAT\VE. | TRUST THAT THE COMMONNEALTH SECRETAR\AT REALISE
THIS, AND THAT THEY ARE IN NO DOUBT AS T0 THE VIEW OF AT LEAST
ONE COMMONNEALTH AMBASSADOR ON THE SPOT.
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