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PRIME MINISTER

SOUTH AFRICA

I have spoken to Lord Barber and suggested

that he get in touch with Laurens Van Der Post.
This he will gladly do: they met some years

ago. I have also warned Laurens to expect

a call.

CDP

6 January, 1986.




CONFIDENTIAL

»

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 1 November 1985

EPG

Thank you for your letter of 31 October about the nomination
of Lord Barber to take part in the Group of Eminent Persons
on South Africa.

The Prime Minister is content that the announcement
should be made simultaneously with Mr. Ramphal being informed
at 1500 this afternoon. We propose to make the announcement
from No.1l0 in the following terms:

"The Commonwealth Secretary General has been informed
that Lord Barber (Baron Barber of Wentbridge) is the

British nominee on the Group of Eminent Persons established
by the Commonwealth Heads of Government in Nassau."

(Charles Powell)

L.V. Appleyard, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

CONFIDENTIAL




COMMENT BY LORD BARBER

"I have over the years made abundantly
clear, both here and in South Africa itself,
my opposition to apartheid. My overriding
objective in accepting the invitation to

‘join the Group is to do what I can to help

to _bring peace and stability to South Africa,

an end to apartheid, and a fair deal for all

the people who live there."

i ——— Ty
"Because I do not want to prejudice that

objective, and my work with the Group, I think

it best to say nothing further at this time."




~ BACKGROUND

Standard Chartered operates in more than sixty countries
around the world and has been in Africa for well over a century.
It is one of the major banks in both black Africa and
South Africa. Since becoming Chairman of the Bank in 1974,

Lord Barber has visited all sixteen countries where the Bank

operates in Africa:-

Botswana
Gambia (The)
Ghana

Kenya
Lesotho
Malawi
Mozambique
Namibia
Nigeria
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
South Africa
Swaziland
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Standard Chartered has a substantial minority interest in the
Bank in South Africa and [Lord Barber has stated]  that the
policies and practices of the bank in South Africa are
entirely non-racial, that all staff facilities are integrated. and
that the employees enjoy equal treatment in every respect,

including benefits and promotion, without distinction of race.




