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SuRT6CcT e OPS
MRASTER 23rd December 1985

Dear Prime Minister,

Thank you for your message conveyed to my Office in
Pretoria by your Ambassador on the 14th of December
1985.

I have also meanwhile received a letter from the Co-
Chairmen of the Commonwealth Group to which I have
responded positively and constructively in my opinion.
I enclose a copy. It follows the lines of my letter to
you of 14 December (which crossed your message of 14
December to me).

As of now, I am encouraged by the approach of the Group.
If not correctly and considerately handled, this ini-
tiative could be damaging not only for South Africa but
for the whole of the sub-continent.

As to the date of their visit, you will see how I have
responded in my reply to the Co-Chairmen. I have no
wish or intention to delay the visit but the latter half
of January is simply not possible at least for me and

my Government. We then reconvene in Cape Town in pre-
paration for the start of the Parliamentary Session

at the end of January and this is followed by debates

in Parliament which will require our full attention.

The second or third week in February would seem to be
the earliest date on which we could meet but these

are matters which could be sorted out at functional level
in January.




May I say that you have been helpful and thoughtful
in your approach to the Commonwealth initiative. I
appreciate it. I hope we can keep this initiative on
a constructive course.

With my best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

P.W. BOTHA
STATE PRESIDENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.
Prime Minister

No. 10 Downing Street

LONDON Swl
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24 December 1985

Dear Prime Minister

Thank you for your message conveyed to my offige in

Pretoria by your Ambassador on the 1l4th oﬁ/Décember 1985.

I have also meanwhile received a letter from the co-
Chairmen of the Commonwealth Group to which I have
responded positively and constructively in my opinion. I
enclose a copy. It follows the lines of my letter to you
of 14 December (which crossed your message of 14 December

to me).

As of now, I am encouraged by the approach of the Group.
If not correctly and considerately handled, this initiative
could be damaging not only for South Africa but for the

whole of the sub-continent.

As to the date of their visit, you will see how I have
responded in my reply to the co-Chairmen. I have no wish
or intention to delay the visit but the latter half of
January is simply not possible at least for me and my

Government. We then reconvene in Cape Town in preparation




for the start of the Parliamentary Session at the end of

January and this is followed by debates in Parliament which
will require our full attention. The second or third week
in February would seem to be the earliest date on which we
could meet but these are matters which could be sorted out

at functional level in January.

May I say that you have been helpful and thoughtful in your

approach to the Commonwealth initiative. I appreciate it.

I hope we can keep this initiative on a constructive

course.

With my best wishes

Yours sincerely

P W BOTHA
ESIDENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, MP
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

LONDON




Union Buildings
Pretoria

December 1985

Gentlemen

I acknowledge your letter of 13 December 1985 as conveyed
to the Department of Foreign Affairs by the Ambassadors of
Canada, United Kingdom and Australia on 16 December 1985.

I am encouraged by your positive reaction to the statement
issued by my Minister of Foreign Affairs on 26 November
1985 setting out the South African Government's attitude

with regard to the Commonwealth initiative.

I am prepared to approach this initiative constructively.

I hope that you will be equally constructive in your
approach. The Commonwealth Group can do incalculable harm
if it sees itself as a pressure group charged with the task
of extracting concessions from the Government and generally
engaged in prescribing solutions to problems which are the

sole concern of South Africans.

If, on the other hand, it wants to be informed of the

situation in South Africa and confines itself to promoting

peaceful political dialogue and, moreover, can be seen to

be unbiased in this respect, it could serve a useful




purpose. I agree that a suspension of violence is a

requirement for dialogue. I would hope, therefore, that
the Commonwealth Group will discourage violence and avoid
action or comment which might be seen or interpreted as

encouragement to those promoting or supporting violence.

To ensure that there is no misunderstanding concerning the
policies and objectives of my Government, let me state that
we are determined to proceed with our reform programme
which has already reached an advanced stage, whatever the
obstacles we have to contend with; and we want to get
moving with the negotiations. The sooner this can be done
the better for this is the key to the solution of our
problems. Our political programme provides for power
sharing, subject only to the protection of the rights of
all minorities, and we are reconciled to the eventual
disappearance of white domination. All our communities
must have a fair say in Government and this is what we
shall be striving to achieve in the course of the
negotiations. It presages the end of racial
discrimination. But we need the co-operation of all our
communities in constructing an alternative system of
Government for South Africa. I trust that the Group will
ensure that it does nothing which might impede the creation

of a climate conducive to such co-operation.




You are welcome to visit South Africa and to consult with

my Government and the representatives of the various
population groups on the basis of the foregoing
considerations. The modalities and timing can be arranged
to our mutual satisfaction at functional level in the
course of January 1986.

Yours sincerely

P W BOTHA
STATE' PRESIDENT OF THE
REPUBLNC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Mr Malcolm Fraser

General Olusegun Obasanjo
Co-Chairmen

Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group
LONDON







(MARK ADDISON)

Robert Culshaw, Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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LONDON 23rd December 1985

Mr Charles Powell
Private Secretary to the Prime Minister

No. 10 Downing Street
LONDON SWwWl1

It would be much appreciated if you could kindly
hand the enclosed letters from the South African
State President to the Prime Minister, Mrs Margaret

Thatcher.

Your assistance is much appreciated.

CHARGE d'AFFAIRES a.i.
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INFO ROUTINE PRETORIA
Wenr 240
PRETORIA TELS NOS 596 AND 597 1 EMINENT PERSONS GROUP

STATE PRESIDENT'S REPLY V\r

1. ¥ HANDING OVER THE LETTER THIS MORNING VON HIRSCHRERG SAID THAT
HE WISHED TO EMPHASISE THAT THIS WAS A VERY POSHTIVE AND
CONSTRUCTHVE RESPONSE ON THE PART OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT,
IN PARTICULAR PARAGRAPH FIVE WAS THE CLEAREST POSSIBLE POLICY
STATEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENTS GENUINE INTENTIONS FOR REFORM INCLUDING
THE WORDS QUOTE WE ARE RECONCHLED TO THE EVENTUAL DISAPPEARANCE OF
WHITE DOMIRATION UNQUOTE,

.

2. HE ADDED THAT THE COMMONWEALTH ANFTIATIVE COULD BE A LIFESAVER
FOR THE DIFFICULT TASK OF PROGRESS NVOLYING DIFFERENT ETHNIC
GROUPS. THE FACT THMAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE EPG WERE KNOWN TC HAVE
LITTLE SYMPATHY FOR SOUTH AFRICA WOULD ENSURE THAT THE GROUP'S

REPORT wOULD RECEAVE WIDE CREDIBM WTY AND SUPPORT, THE SOUTH AFRICAN
GOVERNMENT WERE MINDFUL OF THIS,

3. VON HIRSCHBERG WENT ON TO SAY THAT THERE WAS A REAL PRORLEM ON
FIMING, GIVEN THE WEIGHT OF BUSINESS PRIOR TO PARL IAMENT AND IN THE
CPENING WEEKS IT WOULD BE UNREALASTIC TO ENVISAGE AN EPG VISIT BEFORE
MID FEBRUARY BUT HE ASKED WHETHER AN INITIAL PATHFINDER VISIT WAS
LUHKELY ANSD #F SO WHO MIGHT COME AND WHEN,

COMMENT

4. THE RESPONSE 45 AS POSITIVE AS WE COULD HAVE WOPED FOR, 4T ¥S

CLEAR THAT THE TACTICS ADOPTED BY THE GROUP OF KEEPING A LOW PROFWLE
AND MAKING NO PUBLIC STATEMENTS HAVE PAID OFF, THE SOUTH AFRICAN
GOVERNMENT /1S PREPARED TO SEC THEM, AT 1S ENCOURAGING THAT THERE 1S

NO ATTEMPT TO SET PRE=COND|TJONS.

5. WE THINK THAT THE POINT ABOUT TAMING CAN B ACCEPTED AT 1TS FACE




5, WE THINK THAT THE POINT ABODUT TIMING CAN Br ACLE D AT 4TS FACE
VALUE. | HAD EXPECTED THATHTHE SOUTH AFRICANS WOULD SEE PRACTICAL

DIFFICULTIES OVEP A VISIT Ik JANUARY WHICH 1S FOR THE™M R HOLIDAY
PERIOD FOLLOWED BY SEVERAL WEEKS OF VERY INTENSE WORK AS THEY
PREPARE FOR THE OPENING OF PARLIVAMENT, THEY MAY, HOWEVER, ALSO HAVE
IN MIRD THAT THEY WOULD PREFER THAT WMATEVER PROPOSALS THE STATE
PRESIDENT WILL OUTLINE N HIS OPENING ADURESS TO PARLIAMENT ON

31 JANUARY SHOULD NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY PRESSURES
FROM THE EPG, FROM THE GOVERNMENT'S POINT OF VIEW 4T wiLL BE EASIER
FOR THEM TO SEE THE GROUP WHEN THEIR PROPOSALS FOR THE SESSION HAVE

BEEN ANNOUNCED.

6. FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW THE DELAY HAS ADVANTAGES, #T WiLL BE EASIER
TO ARRANGE A 600D PROGRAMME FOR FEBRUARY RATHER THAN NEXT MONTH

WHEN PLANS WOULD MAVE HAD TO BE MADE WHEN KEY PEOQPLE WERE STHLL

AWAY ON HOLIDAY,

MOBERLY




CONFIDENTIAL

FM PRETORIA

TO IMMEDIATE FCO
TELNC 597

OF 2410202 DECE

AND TO IMMEDIATE CAPE TOWN

MIPTs EMINENT PERSONS GROUP: SAG'S PEPLY
1. THE FOLLOWING LETTEP FROM ¥ BOFHA DATED 24 LECEMBER 1S

ADDRESSED TO MR MALCOLM™ FRASER AND GENERAL OLESECUN OBASANJQ,
CO=-CHAIRMEN, COMMONEALTH EMINENT PCRSONS GROUP, LOKDON:

—

EGINS

I ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR LETTER OF 13 DECEMRER 1385 AS CONVEYED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS EY THE AMBASSADORS OF CANADA, UNITED
KINGDOM AND AUSTRALIA ON 16 DECEMBER 1925

I AM ENCOURAGED BY YOUR POSITIVE REACTION TO THE STATEMENT ISSUED
BY MY MINISTER OF FOREICM AFFAIRS OM 26 NOVEMBER 1975 SETTIRS OuT
THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE WITH RECARD TQ THE COMMON-
VEALTH INITIATIVE,

I AM PREPARED TO APPROACH THIS IHITIATIVE CONSTRUCTIVELY. 1 HOPE
THAT YOU wiLL BE EQUALLY CONSTRUCTIVE 1N YOUR APPROACH, THE COMM=
ONWEALTH GROUP CAN DO 1NCALCULABLE HARPM & T SEES FTSELF AS A
PRESSURE GROUP CHARGED WITH THE TASK OF EXTRACTING CONCESSIONS
FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND GENERALLY ENGAGED IN PRESCRIBING SOLUTIONS
IC PROSLEMS WHICH ARE THE SOLE CONCERN OF SOUTH AFRICANS.

IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, IT WANTS TO EBE INFORMED OF THE SITUATION
N e

" SOUTH AFRICA AND CONFINES ITSELF TO PROMOTING PEACEFUL POLITICAL
DIALOGUE AND, MOREOVEPR, CAY BE SEEN TO BE UNRIASED IN THIS

RESPECT, AT COULD SERVE A USCFUL PURPOSE. | AGREL THAT & rw'ﬂf!-

e
SION OF VIOLENCE 1S A REQUIREMENT FOR DIALOGUE. | wWOULD HOPE,

THEREFORE, THAT THE COYIORWEALTH GROUP WILL DISCOURACE VIOLENCE
AND AVOID ACTION OR COMMENT WHICH MIGHT BT SEEN OR INTERPRETED AS

ERCOURAGEMENT TO THOSE PROMOTING OR SUPPORTING VIOLENCE,

TO ENSURE THAT THERE 1S NO MISUNDERSTANDING CONCERNING THE POLICIES
AND ORJECTIVES OF MY GOVERNMENT, LET ML STATE THAT WE APE DETERMI=-
NED TO PROCEED w'TH nuR ROGPAMME WHICH HAS ALRCADY REACHED




TO ENSURE THAT THERE 1S NO MISUNDERSTANDING CONCERNING THE POLICIES
AND OBJECTIVES OF MY GOVERNMENT, LET ME STATE THAT WE ARE CETERMI-
NED rC PROCEED WITH OUR ORM PROGRAMME WHICH HAS ALREADY REACHED
AN ADVANCED STAGE, WHATEVE iE OBSTACLES WE HAVE TO CONTEND WITH
SEMICLN AND WE WANT TO GET MOVING wiTH THE NEGOJIATIONS. THE
SOONER THIS CAN BE DONE THE BETTER FOR THIS 15 THE KEY TO THE
SOLUTION OF OUR PROR ‘ QUR POLITICAL PROGRAMME PROVIDES FOR
POWER SHARING, SUBJ NLY TO THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF ALL
MINORITIES, AND WwE RECONCILED TO THE EVENTUAL DISAPPEARANCE OF
WHFTE DOMINATION, LL OUR COMMUNKITIES MUST HAVE A FAIR SAY N
NMENT AND THIS IS WHAT WE SHALL BE STRIVING TO ACHIEVE IN THE
END OF RACIAL DISCR M=
ALL OUR COMMUNITIES IN
ALTERNATVE STEM OF GOVERNMENT FOP SQUTH AFRICA,

THAT )T DOES NOTHING WHICH MIGHT

I TRUST THAT THE GROUP WILL ENSUR

IMPEDE THE CREATION OF A CLIMATE CONDUCIVE TQ SUCH CO-OPERATION,

WELCOME TO VISIT SOUTH AFRICA AKD TO CONSULT WIiTH MY GOV~
THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VARPIOUS POPULATION GROUPS ON
THE FOREGOING CONSICERATIONS, THE MODALITIES AKD
OUP MUTUAL SATISFACTION AT FUNCTIONAL

JAKUARY 1936,




