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SOUTH AFRICAN REPLY TO COMMONWEALTH GROUP

1. FOREIGN MINISTER ASKED ME TO CALL TH4S AFTERNOON SHORTLY
BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE TO ATTEND THE CORONATUON % SWAZILAND.

HE MANDED ME A COPY OF THE LETTER WHICH HE HAS SENT TODAY THROUGH
THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT TO THE TWO CO-CHAIRNEN OF THE
COMMONWEALTH GROUP. TEXT 4N MIFT. o o

R ——

2+ PIK BOTHA SAID THAT H4S LETTER TOOK FULL ACCOUNT OF THE RECENT
MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINASTER TO PRESIDENT BOTHA, T WAS :lNTENDED
AS A POSITIVE RESPONSE TO THE #DEAS PUT FORWARD BY THE EPG. HE

DREW ATTENT#ON PARTACULARLY TO THE PROPOSAL FOR FURTHER

DSCUSSHIONS BETWEEN THE GROUP AND THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT.

N n£L4VERJ&E“?FE“EE?TEﬁ"‘WGﬁEILL WAS BEANG ¥NSTRUCTED TO SUGGEST
THAT HE AND THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE DFA, VON

HIRSCHBERG, MIGHT FOLLOH THES UP WMTH THE GROUP #N LONDON AS
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'HIRSCHBERG, M4GHT FOLLOW TH#S UP WMTH THE GROUP s LONDON AS
A PRELAMANARY TO ANY FURTHER MEETUMNGS WITH SOUTH AFRACAN MIN-ISTERS,

L ——

3« PdK BOTHA ADDED THAT THE LANE TAKEN @N THE LETTER WAS AS FAR
AS HE COULD POSS’%BLY GO WITHIN THE REALATIES OF THE SHTUATHON

e . | SR S e s

WA SOUTH AFRICA, WT WAS NOU UP TO TO THE COMMONWEALTH GROUP
TO TAKE UP THE OFFER OF FURTHER EXCHANGES ON HOW TO ACHIEVE A
SUSPENSHON OF V&I«OLENCE AND TO FACd'LNTATE DSCUSSAONS,

2.
e ——

4, HE ALSO ARGUED THAT 6T WAS TUME FOR WESTERN GOVERNMENTS TO
COME OUT CLEARLY &N CONDEMMING VIOLENCE BY THE ANC AND OTHERS

AND 'm PERSU‘D'MG THEM TOWARDS THE CONFERENCE TABLE.

—

5. th SAD i WAS SURE THE SUGGEST4ON FOR A CONTHNUATHON OF
EXCHANGES WATH THE EPG WOULD BE WELCOME 4N LONDON. THE COMMONWEALTH
GROUP dTSELF WOULD NO DOUET W4SH TO TAKE A COOL LOOK AT THE SuBZ-
STANCE OF THE LETTER BEFORE RESPONDING, PiK BOTHA BEGAN TO BRIDLE
AT THIS, THINKING THAT s WAS UMPLY.ING (AS (NDEED # WAS) THAT THE

GROUP MIGHT NOT FUND A GREAT DEAL OF MOVEMENT ON THE GOVERNMENT'S

PART TOWARDS THE (DEAS LES THEIR NEuOTslANNG CONCEPT. VON

i — e ——— e —

HERSCHBERG SMOOTHED THES OUT BY SAYUNG t WAS PRESUMABLY REFERRING
TO THE GROUP WANT:#NG TO LOOK CAREFULLY AT THE LETTER AS A WHOLE,
s MADE WT CLEAR THAT WE APPRECHATED THE GOVERNMENT'S SUCCESSFUL
EFFORTS TO GET A REPLY TO THE CO=CHARWMEN 4 ADVANCE OF NEXT
WEEK'S MEETANG. s

——

6. THE MINISTER SA4D THAT A REPLY TO MRS THATCHER FROM

THE PRES:I-DENT WOULD BE FORTHCOMING SHORTLY. HE EXPECTED THAT THIS
WOULD <#NCLUDE A SUGGESTION THAT SOUTH AFRi#CA COULD _USEFULLY

BE DISCUSSED AT THE ECONOMIC SUMMIT HN TOKYO. SJMJLAR

MESSAGES WOULD PROBABLY BE SEN TO OTHER HEADS OF GOVERMENT
ATTENDANG THE SUMMIT. THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERKMENT HOPED THAT THE
SEVEN LEADERS MIGHT BE WILLMNG TO SAY SOMETHING PUBLICLY ABOUT THE
NEED FOR DILALOGUE ANS SUPENSION OF VJHOLENCE OK THE PART OF
ORGAN!SATIONS L4KE THE ANC. ik SAQD 4. THOUGHT A PRIME CONSIDERATION
R OUR OWN MINDS WOULD BE TO AVOLD CUTTJNG ACROSS THE WORK OF THE

COMMONWEALTH GROUP, = e - i
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MY 4PTs SOUTH AFRICAN REPLY TO COMMONWEALTH GROUP.

FOLLOWING #S TEXT OF PdX BOTHA'S LETTER TO FRASER AND OBASANJO:
BEGINS

THE SOUTH AFR4CAN GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN GHWMNKG SERIOUS CONSHDERATHON
TO THE SALJENT FEATURES OF THE *'POSS4BLE NEGOT:HATHNG CONCEPT'®
ATTACHED TO YOUR LETTER OF 13 MARCH 1986 WHACH ils HAVE BEEN ASKED
TO RESPOND TO.

YOU WLL BE AWARE, FROM PREVIOUS STATEMENTS WHICH THE SOUTH AFRJCAN
STATE PRESUDENT AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH AFR4CAN GOVERNMENT
HAVE MADE ON THE #hSSUE OF THE RELEASE OF MR NELSON MANDELA, THAT
THE SOUTH AFRMCAN GOVERNMENT'S BASUC CONCERN 4SS THAT H4S RELEASE
SHOULD NOT BE ACCOMPM&MED BY OR RESULT N FURTHER VAOLENCE,

#T MUST BE CLEAR THAT THEY KEY TO THE RELEASE OF MR MANDELA AND
SHMILAR PRISONERS, WATHDRAVAL OF THE SECURATY FORCES FROM CERTAAN
URBAX AREAS AND LAFTANG OF THE BAN ON THE ANC AND PAC/MS A SUSPEK-_
SION OF YIOLENCE.
e —

THE QUEST4ON WHICH ARMSES #S HOW THIS CAN BE PUT 4NTO EFFECT, #N
YOUR ' POSSIBLE NEGOTIATANG CONCEPT'' YOU SUGGEST THAT, *%iN THE
CONTEXT OF SPECAFMC AND MEANINGFUL STEPS BE4NXG TAKEN TOWARDS
ENDING APARTHESD'Y, CERTAIN ADD4THONAL ACTAON BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN

GOVERNMENT AND THE ANC AND OTHERS MIGHT ENSURE NEGOT:hATHONS AND




GOVERNMENT AND THE ANC AND OTHERS MIGHT ERSURE NEGOTMATAONS AND

A BREAK 4f THE CYCLE OF VMOLENCE., MOREOEVER YOU WLL RECALL THAT
DURINE THE GROUP'S RECENT D4SCUSSHONS WHITHY REPRESENTATHVES

| OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT, THE HNFLUX CONTROL SYSTEM AND PASS
QLAVS VERE MIGMLAGHTED BY THE CROUP AS WMPORTANT HSSUES AFFECTUNG

|| THE DAILY UIVES OF BLACK norus. AT THAT STAGE THE GROUP

WAS AWARE OF THE STATE PRESADENT'S COMMATMENT, MADE DURING THE
OPENANG OF PARLMAMENT EARLMER THIS YEAR, THAT THIS SHTUATHON
WOULD BE FUNDAMENTALLY ALTERED BY 1 JULY 1986, UK LUNE WTH TS

. COMMITMENT THE STATE PRESHIDENT ANNOUNCED aN PARL‘MNEIT OK FR4DAY

i

1

18 APRML. 1986, THAT NO FURTHER CHARGES WOULD BE PREFERRED i
TERMS OF THE EX4STING LEGHSLATHON SEMK COLON THAT PEOPLE WHO HAVE
BEEN CONWICTED 4 TERMS OF TH4S LEGISLATHON WOULD BE RELEASED
FORTHWATH, AND THAT THOSE WHO ARE BE4NG DETAINED EPNDING TRAAL
WOULD L#KEWSE BE RELEASED., THE GOVERNMENT PROPOSES TO REPEAL

OR AMEND NO FEWER THAN 34 ACTS AND PROCLAMATAONS TO ENSURE THAT
THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE WILL NO BE SUBJECT TO DISCRAMNATAON ON THE

GROURDS OF COLOUR OR RACE,

THESE ADDHTSONAL REFORM MEASURES TESTUFY TO THE GOVERNMENT'S
ACCEPTANCE THAT NO FURTHER FORCED REMOVALS #N PURSUST OF A

POLATHCAL !’DEGLOGY Will TAKE PLACE. THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOTED wiTH

‘ SAT&SFACT'ON HN T!'NS CONNECTHON THE ﬁOUP'S RECOGN4T4ON THAT

POSHTHNE ACTHONS ON THE PART OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMEXT SHOULD
BE MATCHED BY CORRESPONDINC RESPONSES BY THOSE NOW OPPOSED TO
NEGOTHATLON AND COMMLTTED TO V4OLENCE,

THE COMMONWEALTH GROUP OF EMINENT PERSONS WMLL UNDERSTAND THAT
WF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT DOES MOVE LALONG THE LANES SUGGESTED
AN ATS **POSSISLE NEGOTHATING CONCEPT'® AND VHOLENCE CONTJNUES

OR #NCREASES, THE GOVERNMENT MAY MAVE NO ALTERNATVE BUT TO TAKE
APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO CONTROL THE V4OLENCE. THE GROUP WILL —
RECALL THAT . RAKSED TWIS WSSUE WATH THER DURTNG THENR WMSHST. 4T
#S MY RECOLLECTAON THAT 4T RESPONDED THAT T RECOGNISED THE
RESPONSHBILITY OF THE GOVERNMENT TO MAGNTA4N ORDER BUT THE

QUESTHOK ARISES WHETHER SUCH ACTAON ON THE PART OF THE GOVERNMENT
WOULD NOT THEN RESULT d& FURTHER PUNMTAVE ACTHON AGAYXST SOUTH
AFRICA. THIS @S A MOST MPORTANT 4iSSUE WH4CH WiLL REQUMRE FURTHER
DISCUSSION,

THE SOUTH AFRMCAN GOVERNMENT CONTANUES TO BELIEVE THAT THE GROUP
CAN SERVE A USEFUL PURPOSE AND #T ACCORDINGLY PROPOSES, 4N

THE L4GHT OF THE FOREGOING, THAT THE WHOLE GROUP OR REPRESENTA=
THVE MEMEERS OF THE GROUP MEET WATH REPRESENTATAVES OF THE SOUTH
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO EXCHANGE VJEWS ON HOW FURTHER TO PROCEED,
PARTCULARLY ON THE MODALMTIES OF Acmcvmc A SUSPENSION OF
VAOLENCE AND FACULATATANG D4SCUSSIONS, Pt
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