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SUMMARY

1. THERE HAS BEEN A BROAD WELCOME FROM WHATES TO THE GOVERNMENT'S
PROPOSALS FOR ABOLAITHON OF THE PASS LAWS AND 4HFLUX CONTROL.

ONLY THE CONSERVATH.VE PARTY OBJECTS TO THE REFCRMS. BLACKS ARE
GENERALLY SCEPTUCAL. “#:kT:LAL PRESS COMMENT TO THE PRmEND-
MENTS TO THE PUBLAL SAFETY ACT %S ALSO CR«THCAL,
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2, WHATE COMMEXT ON TH GOVERNMENT'S REFORM PROPOSALS WiTH THE
EXCEPTION OF CRAMICHSM BY THE CONSERVATIHWE PARTY HAS BEEN
FAVOURABLE, COL:#N EGL4N, LEADER OF THE OPPOSWGT:AON PROGRESSHWE
FEDERAL PARTY, HAS SALD THAT QUOTE THE ENORMOUS TASK OF
SOCHO=-ECONOMAC RECONSTRUCTIION CAN ROW BEGIN UNQUOTE. THE LABOUR

PARTY., WHILE OBJECTANG TO THE RACHAL BAS4S OF THE POPULATION
REGISTER HAS WELCOMED THE REFORMS AS ''AKOTHER BLOW FOR APARTHE(D'',

3. JAN STEYN, SPEAKMNG FOR THE PRIVATE SECTOR COUNCiL ON URBAN-
ASATHON WHICH REPRESENTS THE FOUR MAJOR BUSHNESS ORGAN#SATIONS
(FCi:, ASSOCOM, AHDP ARD NAFCOC) AS WELL AS THE UREAN FQUNDAT:AON,
SA4D THAT THE PAPER ON URBANASATION :#5 ''A SiUGNIFICANT MILESTORE
itN DECHSAVELY MOVING SOUTH AFRLCA AWAY FROM RACHAL DISCRIMIN-

ATION' ', T ———
————————
4. THE SOUTH AFRICAN WNSTATUTE OF RACE RELATHONS WAS MORE CAUTUOQUS
W 4TS WELCOME, COMMENT4NG THAT ALTHOUGH THE **GOVERNMENT'S
COMMITMENT TO HUMAN DEGN4TY AND EQUAL TREATMENT'' WAS WELCOME,
THE CONTHNUED EXHSTENCE OF GROUP AREAS AND THE FAHLURE TQ ADDRESS
THE RIGHTS OF TEVC CHTHZENS N SOUTH AFRICA WERE NEGATAVE FACTORS.
BLACK SASH AND THE DETA4NEES PARENTS SUPPORT COMMITTEE HAVE MADE
. SMHILAR COMMENTS.,

S5« THE LOCAL PRESS HAVE WELCOMED THE REFORM PROPOSALS, THOUGH

HERE TOO RESERVATHONS HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED. 'BUSINESS DAY!

COMMENTED THAT ''THE GROUP AREAS ACT :LS APPARENTLY TO BE USED AS

A CONTROL MECHANMSM, AND THERE 4§ SOME QUEST:ON WHETHER RESTRICTMHONS
ON SQUATTENG AND KEALTM ARE TO BE APPLAED N GOOD FALTH'', HOWEVER
THE LJdBERAL 'CAPE THMES' DESCRH:BED RESERVATHONS AS "'MiNiMAL
COMPARED TO THE OVERHWELMING EXPRESSICHN OF GOOD JINTENT:IOKRS'',
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THE AFRIKAANS HEWSPAPER 'BEELD' COMMENTED THAT THE REFORMS
WOULD LEAD TO AN IMPROVEMENT OF BLACK CRCUMSTANCES, 'hIN A F4ELD
WHERE THERE ARE PROFCUND GR:IEVANCES'',

6. itN CONTRAST, BLACKS HAVE MADE LT CLEAR THAT THEY ARE LOOKAING
FOR MORE SWEEPING CHANGES. CHIEF BUTHELEZ#S HAS SA4D THAT '°*THERE
wilL NEVER BE A JUST URBAN:ASAT.ION POL#CY WHILE THE GROUP AREAS
ACT REMANNS ON THE STATUTE BOCK''. BISHOP TUTU HAS DECRIBED THE
REFGRMS AS ''TO0 LA4TTLE, TCO LATE'', AZAPO HAS CALLED «T

A YYMENUTE STEP'*, THE UDF, SAYING THAT-:kT MEEDED TaME TO

STUDY THE PROPOSALS, ADDED THAT ''WE WiLL RESPOND WHEM KT HAS
BECOME CLEAR WHAT FORM OF ACTHON &S POSS#3LE'?,

7. BLACKS ARE ALSO CRITCAL OF THE PROPOSED :NCREASED POWERS FCR
THE MINISTER OF LAW AND ORDER UNDER THE PUBLIC SAFETY ACT. 'ThHE
ARGUS' NEWSPAPER DECRJIBED 4T AS ''A MCVE TO REASSURE THE wHITE
RAGHT' " AND THE *CAPE TH#MES' HAS CONDEMNED 4T COMMENTNG THAT
THE #MPOSHTHON OF EMERGENCY POWERS ‘PN 1985 PROV:DED NO REMEDY,
AND THAT THERE S THEREFORE MO REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT THESE
POWERS WILL HELP, 'BEELD", THOUGH DEFENDJIMG THE .LNCREASED POWERS
ON THE GROUNDS THAT LAW AND ORDER WAS A PRECONDATION FOR NEGOTHATED
REFORM, CONCLUDED THAT '""wiTH THE GREATER POWERS OF THE POLICE
THERE SHOULD BE A GREATER EFFORT ON THE PART OF GOVERNMENT TO
ACCELERATE THE REFORM PROCESS''.
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