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MY TELS NO. 233 AND 234: SOUTH AFR4CAN REPLY TO COMMONWEALTH GROUP. V/J‘
1. FURTHER READMNG OF Pk BOTHA'S LETTER CONFIRMS MY A:NeNTLAL

MPRESSHON THAT &T ihS WEAK ON COMMLTMENT TO THE EPG #DEAS BUT STRONG

N OFFERNG FURTHER TALKS. HEAD OF CHANCERY HAD AN OPPORTUMNMTY

OF A LONG PRMVATE TALK WHTH THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE

DFA LAST MIGHT HOWEVER, WHICH THROWS SOME MORE L#GHT ON THE

GOVERNMENT'S THINKING.

2. VON H4RSCHBERG SA4D THAT HE HOPED THAT THE CO=CHAURMEN WOULD
RECOGMNISE HIS MIMASTER'S RESPONSE AS A POStkTIWE ONE. kT WAS dNTEN-
DED TO BE, THE SOUTH AFRWCANS WERE GENWINELY sWNTERESTED kN THE
POTENT:FAL OF THE COMMONWEALTH GROUP. THEY FACED MAJOR PROBLEMS

tN GETTHNG BLACKS ::NVOLVED 4N D:tALOGUE. PROGRESS WAS NECESSARY
FOR THE FUTURE OF SOUTH AFRICA. WIS MIMISTER BELHEVED THAT THE
COMMONWEALTH GROUP sHMNTHATHVE COULD PLAY & VWTAL PART. BUT T WAS
GOMNG TO BE ENORMOUSLY DMFFWUCULT TO MAKE PROGRESS. TO DO SO

WOULD REQUMRE BOTH SKiLL AND TWME, THE COMMONWEALTH GROUP SHOULD
BE ‘WN NO DOUBT THAT THE SOUTH AFRMICAN GOVERNMENT WAS SERWOUSLY
'WTERESTED, THE EVADENCE FOR THYS WAS ALREADY THERE. THE SOUTH
AFR]CANS WOULD NOT HAVE ALLOWED THE GROUP THE ACCESS GHVEN TO THEM
AND STATEMENTS SUCH AS THAT RECENTLY MADE *kN PARL:MAMENT BY

THE PRESHDENT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN MADE w THE GOVERNMENT WERE

NOT “INTERESTED «N TRYUNG TO MAKE POSUTHVE PROGRESS. TO SOME

EXTENT THE SOUTH AFRMCANS HAD LOCKED THEMSELVES /TO THE GROUP
HMT-ATHVE BY WHAT THEY HAD ALREADY DONE. s :kT NOW FAWLED THE
SOUTH AFRCAN GOVERNMENT WERE UNDER NO ¢ LUSHONS THAT THEY
THEMSELVES WOULD ALSO BE DAMAGED.

3. NEVERTHELESS T WAS NECESSARY TO LOOK AT ALL THES FROM A SOUTH
AFRICAN POWNT OF W:EW. SEEN FROM HERE THE SITUATION WAS THAT THE
SOUTH AFRUCAN GOVERNMENT WERE MAKWNG REAL CHANGES. siN PARTCULAR
SINCE THE GROUP NIT-HATHVE WAS LAUNCHED THEY HAD CALLED OFF THE_
STATE OF EMERGENCY., [RELEASED DETAINEES UNDER THE EMERGENCY., j
ANNOUNCED THE ENDIWNG OF PASS LAWS AND #NFLUX CONTROL. THERE 'WAS A
DANGER THAT AS THEY HAD DONE THES THEY WOULD NOW BE GHWEN NO
CREDT FOR THESE MOVES. AN ALTERNATHWVE WOULD HAVE BEEN FOR THEM TO
DO NOTHING AND TO TRY TO BARGAIN WiTH THESE PROMISES OF CHANGE.
THEY HAD NOT CHOSEN THIS COURSE BUT THEY NOW NEEDED TO PONNT OUT
THAT THEY DESERVED CREDAT FOR WHAT HAD ALREADY TAKEN PLACE. THIS
WAS ONE OF THE AMMS N HbS MENISTER'S LETTER.

4. VON HRSCHBERG SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD CONSWDERED THE
RESPONSE CAREFULLY. ONE WI€EW WAS THAT THE ANC WERE NOT SERMOUSLY
\WNTERESTED *IN DIALOGUE. THE FEAR WAS THAT ?HEY WOULD CONTibNUOUSLY
MUNT:ING ON PRESSURE ON THE SOUTH AFRCAN
GOVERNMENT TO MAKE CONCESSONS WITHOUT THEMSELVES OFFERdNG ANY=-
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THING., HARDLUNERS «N THE ANC HAD A VESTED .INTEREST JiN CONTHNUAING
CONFRONTATHON WHICH THEY PROBABLY BELSEVED WOULD kN THE END

BRING THEM TO POWER. THE SOUTH AFRHCANS COULD NOT AFFORD TO FOLLOW
THiS COURSE. THEY THEREFORE NEEDED SOME ANDICATHON THAT THE ANC
CouLD DELLVER. BUT THE SOUTH AFRMCAN GOVERNMENT RECOGN4SED THAT

WE AND OTHERS WERE LOOKHNG FOR A POSAT-AVE REPLY. THEY HAD THEREFORE
DEC:HDED NOT TO MAKE DEMANDS N THEIR REPLY. thT WAS BETTER TO
JINDICATE THAT DwSCUSSON SHOULD CONTWNUE. HOPEFULLY THiIS WOULD

BE A POShTWVE WAY OF TAKHNG THE ddehTHATHVE FURTHER. HHKS MENKSTER
WAS VERY HNTERESTED N THE «WDEA OF A SYNCHRON:SED APPROACH. THiIES
COULD BE TACKLED N THE WAY OF DALOGUE. # THERE COULD BE UNDERTAK=-
KNGS TO STOP THE VHOLENCE THKS WOULD BE OF REAL HNTEREST TO THE
SOUTH AFR:FCAN GOVERNMENT. BUT THEY HAD RESPONSHBLTHES TO
MALNTAN LAW AND ORDER. THEY SAW A RUSK o A PROCESS OF
SYNCHRONHSATIHON THAT THIS MIGHT BE USED AGAGNST THEM. THEY COuLD
BE WORSE OFF uFf AN HABHTIRATSWVE GOT UNDER WAY AND THEY WERE THEN
DEEMED TO HAVE FN'LED‘TO COMPLY WELTH UNDERTAKWNGS BECAUSE THEY
HAD TO DEAL WHTH CONT:MNUENG WHOLENCE. THEY NEEDED TO BE SURE THAT
THE ANC WOULD BE PREPARED TO HONOUR TS UNDERTAKMNGS « THUS

WAS WHERE THE PROCESS QF SYNCHRONMSATHON CAME ## AND WHERE THEY
FELT THAT THE COMMONWEALTH GROUP COULD PLAY A KEY PART.
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