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SUMMARY

1. FURTHER DETMIL OF YESTERDAY'S TALKS WdTH PuK BOTHA. COMMONWEALTH
GROUP UNCERTAUN AS TO NEXT MOVES BUT HOPE FOR FURTHER D#SCUSSHONS
WATH SOUTH AFR4CAN MINASTERS,

DETAIL

2. LORD BARBER CAME TO SEE ME THIS MORNING WAVMNG FURST CLEARED
HiS LLNES wWiTH OBASANJO, BOTH OF THEM HAD SPOKEN TO RAMPHAL ON
THE TELEPHONE TO SAY THAT THE REPORT HE HAD BEEN GIVEN YESTERDAY
FROM ONE OF WS OWN STAFF WAS OVER-DRAMATHC. THERE WAS NO NEED
FOR ANY WNTERVENT:ON FROM LONDON AT TH&S STAGE.

3. ACCORD4NG TO BARBER, P4K BOTHA HAD BEGUN YESTERDAY'S DELAYED
MEETANG BY REMONSTRATANG OVER LEAKS TO THE PRESS ABOUT THE EPG
NEGOTHATHNG CONCEPT APPARENTLY ORIGINATAG #N LONDON. Pk BOTHA
THOERS TRROMLT DR RB TAAEOLE RS T 1o phess %‘En‘és’l‘v"ég'. Tazgssn
ASSURED PiK BOTHA THAT HAVNG SEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO

ENQUIRE ABOUT REPORTS OF SOUTH AFRICAN MESSAGES TO THE TOKYO

SUMMAT GOVERNMENTS, HE WAS CERTALN THAT THE BR4THSH WERE NOT
RESPONSH#BLE FOR ALLOWING DETAMLS OF THE EPG WDEAS TO REACH THE PRESS,

&, P4K BOTHA HAD THEN SPOKEN ABOUT THE DILEMMA FACYNG THE GOVERN-
MENT N RELEAS(ANG MANDELA AND ALLOWMNG THE ANC A FREE HAND. SOME
OF WIS COLLEAGUES WOULD NEED A GREAT DEAL OF PERSUADING, HE WAS
CLEARLY UNWHLLANG TO GO #NTO SUBSTANCE ON THE NEGOTHATHNG CONCEPT
WTSELF BEYOND TAKAKG #SSUE WATH THE DESCRIPTHON ''ACKNOWLEDGED'?
BLACK LEADERS. P4X BOTHA ALSO SAiUD THAT BEFORE THE GOVERNMENT
COULD BE EXPECTED TO TAKE SUCH MOMENTOUS STEPS A START SHOULD BE
MADE ON DE-ESCALAT#NG V:OLENCE.

5. DISCUSSHON THEN WAS TAKEN UP ALMOST ENTHRELY WHTH THE QUESTHON




f

5« DASCUSSHON THEN WAS TAKER UP ALMOST ENTURELY WHTH THE QUESTWON
OF MANDELA. PK BOTHA PROPOSED THAT @M ORDER FOR BOTH GOVERNMENT
AND GROUP TO BE CLEAR AS TO MANDELA'S POS4THON, THE GROUP SHOULD
SEE MiM @N COMPANY WWTH THE MIMMSTER OF JUSTUCE AND THE PRESULDENT'S ,
LEGAL ADViSOR. OBASANJO SEEMED TO ACCEPT THIS AND NONE OF THE REST

OF THE GROUP DEMURRED AT THE THME. ON RETURNING TO THEWR NOTEL ‘
HOWEVER, THEY REALASED THAT FOR THE GROUP TO BE ACCOMPANMED BY GOVERN
MENT REPRESENTATHVES M4GHT COMPROMISE THEM &N MANDELA'S EYES, AND
THEY THEY THEREFORE RANG P4X BOTHA'S OFFUCE TO REVERSE THE4R

ANLTPAL AGREEMENT TO THiS.

6. WIRSCHBERG (DFA) THEREUPON CAME ROUND TO THE WOTEL. ME BEGGED
THEM TO UNDERSTAND TMAT THE GOVERNMENT WERE BEWNG ASKED TO TAKE
THE MOST FAR-REACHNG DECASHONS. THEY COULD NOT BE RUSHED, THE
ONLY CHANCE WAS TO GVE THEM MORE T4ME AND TO PROCEED STEP BY

STEP,

T« THE GROUP ARE SEEWNG THE MINISTER OF JUSTY4CE TH4S AFTERNOON

_ FOR FURTHER DMSCUSS4ON OF ARRANGEMENTS ABOUT VASUTING MANDELA.

\THE CO-CHAIRMEN WERE ALSO MOPNG TO SEE MRS HELEN SUZMAN THS
MORNANG TO HEAR MORE ABOUT HER RECENT ®NTERVHEW WAETH MANDELA,

THERE #6 NO DATE F4XED FOR A FURTHER ROUND WiTH P4X BOTHA, BUT

LORD BARBER SAYS THE GROUP ARE CONFIWDENT OF SEEANG MMM AGAIN 4N
ORDER TO FOLLOW UP ANY TALK WETH MANDELA, (4N THE EVENT,, THE EXPECTED
WORK#NG LUNCH YESTERDAY WkTH MEMBERS OF THE CABINET'S CONST#TUTHONKAL
COMMATTEE WAS L#MLTED TO ONLY TWO OTHER M4N4STERS BES4DES PuK BOTHA,
NAMELY HOME AFFAHRS AND FuUNANCE),

COMMENT

8. LORD BARBER WAS ADAMANT THAT ALTHOUGH THAS WAS A DISAPPONTANG
START &T WAS CERTA4NLY TOO EARLY TO ASSUME THAT THE GROUP WOULD

GET NO FURTHER. ¥: SA4D THE EVDENCE SEEMED TO SUGGEST GENUMNE
DAVISHONS AMONG MINJSTERS, WE KNEW THE MEETUNG YESTERDAY WAD BEEN
DELAYED BECAUSE P#K WAS SEE4NG THE PRESIDENT, 4 THOUGHT AT ENTHRELY
POSS4BLE THAT THERE HAD BEEN A MINISTERSAL DISCUSSHOK WHICH LEFT
MATTERS WNCONCLUSWE o THIIS WOULD EXPLAWN WHY PYK HAD BEEN SO
UNFORTHCOMING AND WHY FEW OTHER MiNISTERS WAD TURNED UP TO MEET

THE GROUP. BUT 4N MY VAEW oT DdD NOT NECESSARILY MEAN THAT A FaRNM
DEC#HS4ON HAD BEEN TAKEN TO REJECT THE NEGOTAATANG PACKAGE. THE
WHOLE PACKAGE COULD WELL BE SO DMFFUCULT FOR MIMN4STERS THAT THEY
HAD NOT REALLY FOCUSSED ON «T COLLECTMVELY THLL NOW. i WAS WILLUNG
TO ACCEPT THAT PUK BOTHA WAS GENUINE HN WANTHNG TO CARRY THE
PRESHDENT AND OTHER COLLEAGUES TOWARDS A PACKAGE OF THIS Ku#D, THAS
WOULD ALSO EXPLAYN HWIRSCHBERG'S HEARTFELT PLEA FOR MORE T4ME,

9. WE HAVE HAD SEPARATE CONFURMATION FROM ONE OF THE DEPUTY
MINISTERS TMAT THE NATHONAL PARTY 48 SPLiAT ON THE QUESTHON OF
RELEASING MANDELA AND ENGAGING THE ANC #N NEGOTHATHON. THE #SSUES
ARE BEANG OPENLY CANVASSED WKTHIN THE PARTY. wT 4S5 ALL TOO L4XELY
THEREFORE THAT A SAMILAR SPLAT EXISTS AMONG THE SENIOR MINASTERS.

10, 4 TOLD LORD BARBER THAT ONE REAL DIFFICULTY FOR THE GOVERNMENT

WAS THEGR BENNG ASKED TO COMMIT THEMSELVES BEFORE THEY HAVE ANY
WNKLANG WHETHER OR NOT THE ANC ARE WNTERESTED uN THE EPG'S

NEGOTHATING CONCEPT, SHORT OF A CLEAR OUTRUGHT REJECTH:ON BY THE
GOVERNMENT WHICH MADE THE GROUP CONCLUDE THEY HAD ALREADY FAMLED,
MY OWN VAEW WAS THAT THE GROUP SHOULD PUT THE CENTRAL WDEAS #N
THENR NEGOTHATUNG CONCEPT TO THE ANC N THE LMGHT OF WHATEVER
FURTHER TALKS THEY MAY HAVE WITH THE GOVERNMENT THIS WEEK.NOT
EVEN TO TEST THE ANC REACTJONS WOULD SEEM LUKE DOJUNG ONLY MALF

THE JOB, sk AM SURE «T WOULD BE EASHER FOR PiK BOTHA TO CONVANCE
WAVERERS AMONG HiS COLLEAGUES uf HE WERE uN A POSHTHON TO SAY
THAT THE PACKAGE WOULD ACTUALLY RUN WiTH THE ANC, BARBER SA4D THAT
HE WOULD PUT THESE POINTS TO H#S COLLEAGUES.
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