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MY TELNO 266 (NOT TO ALL)s COMMONWEALTH GROUP F/V(
SUMMARY

1, THE GROUP LEAVE THAS AFTERNOON FOR LUSAKA AFTER SEVERAL DAYS

HERE WHICH WERE dNATHALLY DASAPPOANTING BUT ENDED THIS MORNING

ON A BRIGHTER NOTE, THEY EXPECT TO RETURN TO CAPE TOWN FOR FURTHER
MEETINGS WITH MINISTERS AT THE BEGINNING OF NEXT WEEK.

DETA4L

2., UP TO LAST NIGHT THE GROUP FELT THEY WERE MAKING NO PROGRESS

UN THEAR CONTACTS wiITH THE GOVERNMENT OVER THE EPG'S

NEGOTAATING CONCEPT. ROR HAD THEY YET BEEN ABLE TO MEET MANDELA.
THIS MORNING THEY SAW MANDELA AND THEN PI¥ BOTHA AGAIN, AFTERWARDS
LORD BARBER TOLD ME #IN CONF4DENCE (PLEASE PROTECT) JUST BEFORE
LEAVYNG FOR THE ARPORT EN ROUTE TO LUSAKA THAY THE S TUATHON

HAS NOW CHANGED FOR THE BETTER.

3. ACCORD:NG TO LORD BARBER (AGA N PLEASE PROTECT) THE CGROUP FELT
THAT THEJMR MEETANG WiTH MANDELA HAD BEEN EXCELLENT, (THE MEETHAG
HTSELF #S MEANT TO BE REGARDEL AS CONFIDENT4AL, THOUGH THE GROUP
ASSUME «T MAY SOON LEAK), THEY SHOWED WM THE TEXT OF THEIR
NEGOTUATIUNG CONCEPT, d.E. THE PAPER ALREADY PRESENTED YO THE SOUTH
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT, MAKDELA'S REACTHON WAS THAT HE PERSONALLY

HAD NO PROBLEM WITH 4T AND WOULD BE WiLLING TO COOPERATE N

A SCENARIO OF THE K:IND SUGGESTED, HE AGREED THAT THE GROUP COULD
PASS TH:IS ON AS HiS ViEW TO THE ANC #N LUSAKA, THE SOUTH AFRICANS
ALSO KNOW THE SCORE ABOUT MANDELA'S REACTHON BECAUSE THE
PRESHDENT'S LEGAL ADV/ISER WAS PRESENT DURUNG THE ANTERVIEW

(A POINT WHICH HAD BEEN THE SUBJECT OF SOME DiSAGREEMENT
BEFOREHAND).

4, THE GROUP SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED OK Pu¥ BOTHA, COMPARED TC THEJR
FARST MEETUNG WITH HiM THREE DAYS PREVAOUSLY, LORD BARBER SAWD

kT HAD BEEN A COOD=HUMQURED QCCAS/ION ALTHOUGH NOTHANG MORE OF

SUB EMERGED FROM THE SOUTH AFR4CANS SHDE AEQUT THE NEGOT-
AT ING CONCEPT, P4K BOTHA DEVOTED MUCH OF THE TuUME TO ADViSHNC

THE GROUP ON HOW TO HANDLE THEUR NEXT MAJOR CONTACT WiTH MINISTERS
AT WHICH THE NEGOT:(ATNG CONCEPT wiLL BE DUSCUSSED, TH4S &S TO EBE
WiITH $1X SENMIOR MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT ON 19 MAY AFTER THE GROUP

HAVE RETURNED FRQM LUSAKA. T wilL CLEARLY BE A MORE REVEAL#NG

TEST OF THE GOVERNMEKT'S ATTHTUDE THAN ANYTHANG DURING THE PAST
WEEK.




WEEK.

S. ON PRESENT PLANS THE GROUP widL FLY BACK FROM LUSAKA TO CAPE
TOWN ON 1B MAY, LORD BARBER HAS TC RETURN TO LONDON OVERMNIGHT

ON TUESDAY 20 MAY ON STANDARD CHARTERED BAKK BUSHANESS BUT WS
PREPARED TO FLY OUT TO SOUTH AFR4CA AGAEN 24 HOURS LATER, b
UNDERSTAND THAT OBASANJO ALSO WAS TO LEAVE ON TUESDAY., BUT THE REST
OF THE GROUP SHOULD STdiLL BE AVA4LABLE HERE FOR WHATEVER FURTHER
TALKS SEEM NECESSARY.

6. #N THESE CURCUMSTANCES i BELMEVE ANY THOUGHT OF WNTERVEMING
OURSELVES WiTH THE SOUTH AFRUCAN GOVERNMENT CAN WALT AT LEAST
UNT4L AFTER THE MEETANG WITH SOUTH AFRMCAN MiN4STERS ON MONDAY.
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