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The Chief Minister of Lebowa and leader of the
Lebowan people, Dr Cedric Phatudi, will be visiting
London from 15-18 July 1986.

Dr Phatudi, together with other moderate leaders,
has worked hard over a long period to achieve a
peaceful political accommodation in South Africa.
He will certainly continue to be an important party
in future negotiations between the government and
community leaders.

In the circumstances we wondered whethered the Prime

Minister might wish to meet Dr Phatudi while he is in
London. Naturally we would adjust Dr Phatudi's pro-

gramme in London to accommodate an appointment at the
Prime Minister's convenience.
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Mission could
have chance of
success, says Worrall
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THE British Foreign Secre-
tary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, was
“sensitive” to the situation in
South Africa and he had a
chance of success where
others had failed, Dr Denis
Worrall, South African am-
bassador to London, said yes-
terday. - :

At the same time, Dr Wor-
rall urged South Africans to
understand that the affairs of
their country had become the
dominant foreign policy is-
sue in most Western states.

“Whether we like it or not,
we look like being the great
historical issue of the last
quarter of the 20th century,”
he said. -

Praising Sir Geoffrey as a
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“very fine' diplomat”, Dr
Worrall said in an interview
that the success of his peace
mission would depend on a
number of factors.

These included the timing,
how “effective” the state of
emergency was and the
“mood” of the South African
Government at the time.

“A lot will also depend on
the relationship which devel-

ops between Sir Geoffrey and

the South African Govern-
ment,” said Dr/Worrall.
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DR WORRALL
‘... historical issue’

“But I do not doubt that he
has a very difficult assign-
ment.”

He said Mrs Thatcher was
“temperamentally and intel-
lectually” against sanctions.

“But we must have no
doubts about her detestation
of what is generally regarded
as apartheid.

“We should also under-
stand that in her perception
the important thing is to re-
move the aspects of South
African society which alien-
ate black opinion and we
should do so by negotiation.

“She introduced a distinc-
tion — and it is relatively
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new — between measures
that will damage the South
African economy and mea-
sures which will assist to dis-
mantle apartheid and facil-
itate dialogue. *

“That is the approach she
took to The Hague this week.

“She is also more con-
scious than most leaders of
the impact of economic mea-
sures on South Africa’s neigh-
bours and on the British eco-
nomy.”

He said there was an im-
pression that South Africans
(whites in particular), more
so than the Government,
were increasingly weary of
“outsiders marching in and
clod-hopping around to pro-
vide quick-fix solutions”.

Dr Worrall said the visit
this week by Labour’s shad-
ow Foreign Secretary, Mr
Denis Healey, ‘““had not
helped”. p

- Sensitive

' “But,” he said, “Sir Geof-
frey is a very different per-
sonality and a fine diplomat,
sensitive to the nuances of
the South African situation.

“His interest is to assist the

process of refofm and dia-
logue in South Africa and not
to score moral and political
debating points.”
- Dr Worrall said the Gov-
ernment had not “formally”
responded to the talks be-
tween a British junior Minis-
ter and ANC leader Oliver
Tambo, but it was felt by
some that the meeting was a
“mistake” in light of the fact
that ihe ANC was clearly
committed to violent change,
as had been reaffirmed by
recent bombing incidents.

Dr Worrall said the recent
EPG mission in Africa had
failed for a number of rea-
sons, including “inflexibility”
and because of the limited
time given to accomplish its
task. -

“There was also a lot of
cynicism among certain
heads of government and
within the Commonwealth
Secretariat,” he said.
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