GR33Io
CONFADENTIAL

FM LAGOS

TO PRIORLTY FCO
TELNO 577

OF 021345Z JULY 86

ANFO PR:IOR:ITY HARARE, LUSAKA, PRETOR:IA, DAR ES SALAAM, NAJROBI
SOUTH AFRICA

1. 4 CALLED THIS MORMING ON GENERAL OBASANJO AT HIS FARM NEAR
LAGOS. ON THE EPG HE HAD LATTLE TO ADD TO HIS BRIEFINGS -IN

DAR ES SALAAM (DAR ES SALAAM TELNO 165) AND NAAROB. (NAIROBI
TELNO 279). HE REATERATED WIS ADMIRATION FOR NELSON MANDELA
AND PA4D TRIBUTE ONCE MORE TO THE ROLE PLAYED BY LORD BARBER.
HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE EPG MIGHT MEET AGAN N LONDON JUST
PRIOR TO THE REVAEW MEETUNG. ALTHOUGH A LITTLE UNCERTAIN ABOUT
THE VALUE OF TH4S, HE SAW NO OBJECT!HON,

2. I HANDED OBASANJO A COPY OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCiL STATEMENT
ON SOUTH AFRICA, AND EXPLAWNED WHAT THE EC WERE TRY:ING TO DO.
ON THE TEXT, HE COMMENTED THAT THE USE OF THE TERM

'YAUTHENTH#C LEADERS'' WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE TO THE SOUTH
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT, WHO HAD STRONGLY CHALLENGED THE EPG ABOUT
THE "IDENTETIES OF THESE ''LEADERS''. ON THE SUBSTANCE, HE WAS
NOT IN THE LEAST D:SMISSUVE OF YOUR FOURTHCOMING Vu&HIT TO
SOUTH AFRICA AND SAID HE HOPED YOU WOULD SUCCEED WHERE THE

EPG HAD FAWLED. HE :IMMAGINED THAT '*'THE STING'' WOULD BE

TAKEN OUT OF THE REVd€W MEET:WNG IF YOU WERE ABLE TO SECURE THE
UNCONDIT:ONAL RELEASE OF MANDELA BEFOREHAND: OTHERW.LSE HE
FORESAW PROBLEMS WHICH WOULD NO DOUBT SP:iILL OVER NTQ THE

NAM MEET:ING AT HARARE. HE ALSO SAW THE NEED FOR

CONSULTATILONS BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY AND OTHER «NDUSTR:ALISED
COUNTRIES BEFORE THE IMPOSITION OF ANY ''SELECT:.VE SANT:LONS''.

3. OBASANJO WILL BE 'IN NIGERIA THROUGHOUT JULY, EXCEPT FOR A
SHORT WIS:!T TO PAR:\S. THE NIGER::AN FOREIGN MIN:ASTRY DOES NOT KEEP
HIM .INFORMED OF EVENTS :IN SOUTH AFRMCA (OBASANJO :IMPLJED THAT
AKINYEMI: WAS A LAW UNTO HIMSELF). HE WOULD THEREFORE WELCOME

ANY BRMEFRING WE ARE ABLE TO PROV:IDE HIM ON DEVELOPMENTS. OBASANJO
1S WELL D:\SPOSED TO US AND - WOULD SEE CONSHDERABLE MERT N
KEEPING H:iIM ABREAST OF EVENTS BY SENDING HIM THE TEXT OF
IMPORTANT BRAT.ISH STATEMENTS, SPEECHES, ETC ON SOUTH AFRICA.

‘. SHOULD BE GRATEFUL :F THE DEPARTMENT WOULD ENSURE THAT il
RECEIVE THE NECESSARY MATERIAL FOR THIS PURPOSE.
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