PRIME MINISTER

You will want to see the attached record of a statement

issued by the Church Council of a substantial Anglican

church in South Africa. It was sent in to Hector

I ——————————

Monro by the Rector, the Reverend M Lindsay-Parkinson.

Hector asked me to place this encouraging and

supportive material before you.

MICHAEL ALISON
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10 DOWNING STREET

LONDON SWIA 2AA

25th July, 1986
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Many thanks for your note of 23rd July, together with

a copy which you enclosed of a letter to you from

the Reverend M Lindsay-Parkinson. His letter,

together with the extract from the record of the
proceedings of his Church Council, make most impressive
and encouraging reading.

I have passed to the Prime Minister the extracts from
the Church Council meeting.
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MICHAEL ALISON
Parliamentary Private Secretary

Sir Hector Monro MP




‘At a meeting held in the Parish Hall Kokstad, on Thursday
vy
23rd, January 1986, and at subsequent meetings, the following
statement was agreed upon unanimously by the Rectors, Church

Wardens and Parishioners of Holy Trinity Church Kokstad,

St. Stephen's Church Matatiele, St. Mary's Church Cedarville
and St. Luke's and St. John's Churches Swartberg. It was then
approved by both Deaneries of the Archdeaconﬂ‘f East Griqualéand.

As the Church of the Province of Southern Africa has always been a
multi-racial church community we are opposed to the oppression or
domination of one group over another,

We are in favour of reforms in South Africa as soon as posolblo by
peaceful means.

We are against violence in achieving this aim.

We are against disinvestment, boycotts and sanctions against our
country, as this will only lead to violence and suffering of the
very people we, as a church, are committed to help.

We disassociate ourselves from support of the African National
Congress and any other organisation advocationg violence, boycotts
and sanctions.

We would like to make it clear that Church leaders who call for

these measurs do not represent us,




A MODERATE backlash against
Anglican church involvement in
politics has won substantial all-
race support in East Griqualand.

About 12000 black, white and
coloured parishioners of the Church of
the Province of Southern Africa in
East Griqualand — and church offi-
cials including rectors and wardens —
have dissociated themselves from
church leaders who supported the
African National Congress and called
for disinvestment and sanctions
against South Africa.

In a statement approved by both
deaneries of the Archdeaconery of
East Griqualand, and supported by
Bishop Jacob Dlamini of Swartberg, it
was unanimously agreed that the par-
ticipants:

Reforms

® Dissociate themselves from sup-
port of the African National Congress
and any other organisation advocating
violence, boycotts and sanctions.

® Oppose the oppression or domina-
tion of one racia{)grou over another
and favour speedy reforms in South
Africa by peaceful means.

® Oppose violence in achieving this
aim and disinvestment, boycotts and
sanctions as this would lead only to
violence and suffering.

“I am all in favour of it (the state-
ment),” said Bishop Dlamini. He did
not name the church leaders parish-
ioners were reacting to, but said he
believed Bishop Desmond Tutu of Jo-
hannesburg was not the target.
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Anglican backlash against
political meddling
gains new support

By CAS St LEGER

The parishioners’ stance was first
mentioned at a meeting at the Parish
Hall, Kokstad, on January 23 and,
after a series of meetings, was final-
ised a fortnight ago by members of the
Holy Trinity Church, Kokstad; St Ste-
phen’s Church, Matatiele; St Mary's
Church, Cedarville; and St Luke’s and
St John’s churches, Swartberg.

East Griqualand‘s rural dean, the
Very Rev Michael Lindsay-Parkinson,
said congregations in all four parishes
had been asked to vote and had
reached concensus.

“There was no dissention, though we
had expected some,” Dean Lindsay-
Parkinson said.

He said the motivation for the state-
ment was a falling-off in church mem-
bership — especially white — after
certain church leaders “in the lime-
light” had become involved in politi-
cal issues and had espoused violence
or said it was inevitable — though he
would not name those responsible.

“They should make it quite clear
when they are speaking on behalf of
the church, and when they are ex-

pressing their personal opinions,” he
said.

He said he had been gladdened that
black congregations in particular had
lent their full support to the state-
ment, which is now being sent to the
Archbishop of Cape Town, the Most
Rev Philip Russe!l, for his reaction.

The Archbishop’s office said the
statement had not yet been received
and would therefore make no com-
ment.

Debate

The church’s liaison man in Johan-
neshurg, Bishop John Carter, said:
“My experience has been that it is
easier to communicate outside South
Africa than inside, and any communi-
cation is to be welcomed.

“This statement by a number of An-
glicans in East Griqualand can be seen
as a contribution to continuing debate
and discussion between Christian peo-
ple in Southern Africa. The important
thing, I think, is that we should be in
dialogue with one another on these
vital matters which concern us all.”
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