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Secretary of State for Trade and Industry
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The Rt Hon Michael Heseltine MP % Jure 1
Secretary of State for Defence ’

Ministry of Defence

Main Building

Whitehall

London SW1A 2HB

Ha

REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF THE RADIO SPECTRUM (30-960 -

MHz) (MERRIMAN REPORT) . LVLW\Q{ &H’QM *'OPVLQ '

I enclose a copy of the Repor{ of the above Committee, which was
submitted to the Home Secretary on 7 June, together with a note on
summarising its main points.

& The Home Secretary established the Review because there was
increasing difficulty in finding spectrum to meet the growing
needs of land mobile radio, and an increasing level of criticism
of present procedures and allocations from, in particular, some
of the private mobile radio lobbies. An independent review was
therefore needed of the pattern of spectrum use in the 30-960 MHz
range, in the light of the criticism that major users such as
broadcasting and defence had a disproportionate share; and of
the machinery for consultation and the assignment of frequencies,
in the light of the alleged inadequacies of that machinery.

3 Dr Merriman and his colleagues interpreted their terms of
reference widely, and their recommendations cover matters some
way removed from the details of their brief. In‘particular,
they discuss the place of radio regulation within the machinery
of- Government, and recommend that, in the interests not only of
radio regulation but also of the well-being of telecommunications
generally, responsibilities for all aspects of telecommunications
be concentrated either in a separate department or in a distinct
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