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PRIME MINISTER

BROADCASTING

Several issues in the broadcasting field are coming to the
boil.

BBC Licence Fee

A decision on the BBC's request for a £65 licence needs to
be taken in the light of the value for money report (due in

January) and the longer-term scenario.

Cable and DBS technology will reduce the BBC's attainable
market share and together with home computers and Value
Added Network Services (VANS) will convert the television
into a piece of household equipment, rather than an outlet
solely for the BBC and ITV.

When the BBC was founded there was no commercial offering
and therefore the BBC rightly saw itself as having a duty to
provide as wide a service as possible. This is no longer
true. 1Is it therefore right for the BBC to continue to
strive for 50% of the audience and to continue to be

represented in everything from breakfast TV to local radio?

Today, the objective of true public service broadcasting
must be to provide something more than the commercial
offerings. This means different or of higher quality: what
it cannot be is a carbon copy but without the adverts. 1If
the BBC is to provide a public service, particularly one

that people will be charged for irrespective of whether they







