CABINET OFFICE,
WHITEHALL, LONDON SWIA 2AS

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster

Tel No: 270 0020
270 0296

18
17 March 1987

The Rt Hon Sir Geoffrey Howe QC MP
Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Downing Street

LONDON

SW1

D_ Geoffer.
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Thank you for the copy of your minute of Ii/ﬂ;rch to Douglas Hurd
and for the accompanying paper and other material, which I have
looked at with interest.
I look forward to discussing this on 24 March. I agree that a
distillation of the essential questions will help; I see them as
four-fold:

Do we want a U.K. world T.V. news service?

If so, is subsidy needed?

1f yes, are we willing to pay?

- If yes, to whom - the B.B.C. or the private sector?

I am sending a copy of this letter to the Prime Minister, Nigel
Lawson, Douglas Hurd and to Paul Channon.
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