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PRIME MINISTER

BROADCASTING: MONITORING THE 25 PER CENT INITIATIVE

Lord ¥Young has now come forward with propeosals for monitoring
the 25 per cept target for TV programmes produced by

independents. His package is at Flag A. Against the

background of a lack of willingness by the BBC voluntarily to

provide full details, ha proposes six mnnthf} reparts by the

Director General of Fair Trading - which would draw on

guarterly figures on hours commissioned from indepandent

producers, supplemented by guarterly meektings with the
I

Independent Access Steering Committes. He proposes to review
e
in two years whether Further reports are needed.

e

Douglas Hurd (Flag B) supports this approach.

But the Chancellor (Flag C) and Brian Griffiths (Flag D)
exprass concern. They both strongly criticise the BBC. Brian

suggests that powers should be taken in the Broadcasting Bill

ta compel the BRC to disclaose the tarms of contracts with

independent p?ﬁducers so that they match what the ITV

—

companies are woluntarily doing.
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If you want to adopt the approach recommended by Brian, I
i 5 '-———_.
suggest this issue needs to be added to the future business of

MISC 128. Content for me to minute out in these terms on
e —"

Monday morning, in advance of the afterncon mesting of
e ———
MISC 128, indicating that this issue will need to be included

:&ﬂ on thae agenda of a subsegquent mesting?
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