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PRIME MINISTER
BROADCASTING ANNOUNCEMENT

At the end of the last MISC 128 meeting you had a briel word
with Douglas Hurd about Lhu handling of anncuncemenkts.
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He has now minuted you (Flag A), proposing that he should make

a Commons statement 1=1t Tquﬂay annmunrlng tEhe key decisions

now reached. At tHE same time hE proposes to write to Jnhn

ﬁhegler as Chairman of the Home Affairs Committee.

attachﬁs draftﬂ both of the statemenkt and the HhPPt=r letter.

I have discussed the handling with Brian Griffiths and the
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Cabinet Office., All are agreed that it wnuld-EE-rLght (5 Te ]
q;1ck1y t0 announce thP dp:iqinns raached - not least given

Ehe leaks in thﬂ gregg tha weak about what haa hean ﬁprndpd

a further Lnn;LderatLan, not known by the Home ﬂecrﬁtarrf is
that Lord Whitelaw has tﬂday written to you a personal letter

expressing his concerns nbc4t Ehe de isions rﬁpmrreﬂ in the

press. His letter, together with a reply for VOur slgnatu;ﬁ.
18 1n the folder at Flag B. To judge from his lettar, Lord
Whitelaw does not seem to have appreciated the safeguards on
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ITV tenders that are built into the agread approach :_namﬂlf_

fﬁé_initial guality threshold and the exceptional override.
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On the details of tha statement, Brian has only two small
commants, which I have marked in red on pages 3 and 4.

(i} Content te agree to Douglas Hurd's proposed statement and
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latter to John Wheelar, subject to Brian's drafting

changes an thﬂ former?
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{ii) Content to sign the reply to Lord Whitelaw at Flag B?
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