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CONFIDENTIAL

PRIME MINISTER

MONITORING THE 25% INITIATIVE
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In his minute nf_jLakﬁFTI, Dovid Younms put forward
proposals for monitoring the terms of controcts between the
broaodcasters ond independent producers. The purpose of this
was to complement the Home Office’s monitoring of the volume
of independent production commissions.

2, Dovid indicoted that the BBC (though not the IBA) had
mode it clear thot they would not voluntarily supply detoils
of controcts. Following consultotion with the Director
General of Faoir Troding, he proposed that the latter should
monitoer the volume of independent commissions by using the
guarterly returns the broodcosters send to the Home Office:
hold guarterly meetings with IASC (Independent Access Steering
Committee) to discuss both general and specific cases: and
report every six months to the Trode ond Industry Secretary.

P Your Private Secretary's letter of 24 April expressed
concern obout difficulties in ossessing the BBC's progress
and the Corporation's unwillingness to provide detailed
Informetion voluntorily:; and susgested that the Broodcosting
Bill should reauire the BBC eoch vear to sotisfy OFT thot 251
of programme production wos coming from independent producers.

. Following this, my efficiols have hod discussions with
the BBC obout the terms on which information might be
releosed, The BBC ore prepored to make details of individual
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controcts avoiloble on o commerciolly confidential basis to
UFT, occepting this os necessory for them to carry out
monitoring of the 25% independent productlon initiative.

5, In view of this I see no need to legislate. The BB
are co-operoting with the Home Office in the supply of
informotion obout the volume of {ndependent commissions. and
they have confirmed thot they are prepored to co-operate with
OFT by supplying detoils of contracts. I would therefore
support the arrongements proposed by Dovid Young in his minute
of 6 April, with the odditionol comment that it would also be
open to OFT to opprooch the BBC and IBA for further
information obout individuol coses os necessary to satisfy
themselves obout the terms of controcts.

A copy of this minute goes to other colleogues on MISC
128 ond to Sir Robin Butler.
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