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PRIME MINISTER

GAELIC TELEVISION SERVICES

Ten days ago you gave strong support to objections raised by
the Chancellor to Malcolm Rifkind's idea of an expansion of

. __—_‘———ﬁ . . . . .
Gaelic Television Services funded from ITV franchise receipts.
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Malcolm Rifkind has now returned to the charge in his further
minute at Flag A. He argues that the Broadcasting White Paper

did envisage some additional Gaelic broadcasting, and that if

the Welsh have had TV Services funded from national franchise

receipts, thg&/ﬁp can Gaelic speakers. But he does not press

N e st

e, Relhey
for an immediate decision at this stage, and suggests that his
officials should liaise with the Home Office and Treasury to

work up firm proposals.

The Home Secretary (Flag B) agrees that the issue should be
examined, and undertakes to report back to you when the work

has been concluded.

Brian Griffiths (Flag C) challenges Malcolm Rifkind's

proposals:- T—

He points out that the White Paper did not promise any

more Gaelic broadcasting at national or regional level.
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He argues that there are key differences between Welsh

e
and Gaelic. f:iiié?FD

He points to the dangers of pressures from other minority

languages if Gaelic receives special funding.
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But he agrees that officials should do further work.
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to note that officials will now do further work?
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but tO.E%%§é§¥SWhat the White Paper actually said on
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_Gaelic and stress the differences between Welsh and
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Gaelic, urgin ese points to be taken fully into
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accoudnt in the further work.
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ask officials also to consider in detail the likely

knock-on effects in termsfgg—ainority languages.
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