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FALKLAND ISLANDS: PARLIAMENTARY EXCHANGES %/g

s You asked about Conservative party reactions in Parliament

to the negotiations with Argentina.

2 The terms of reference for Falklands' negotiations
announced on 26 April, 1977, were in the form of a written
Parliamentary Answer by Dr Owen. But this was preceeded by
a statement on 2 February, 1977, by Mr Crosland about the
Falkland Islands and our relations with Argentina. This
statement gave rise to a lengthy exchange and I have
sidelined some of the more important points made by members

of the then Conservative opposition.

S Since then there have been a series of Parliamentary
Questions in the main relating to progress in the negotiations,
fishing, potential hydrocarbon wealth, implementation of the
Shackleton report, and the illegal Argentine presence on
Southern Thule (which was also the subject of an Adjournment

Debate on 5 July Llast).

o
J B Ure
South America Department

7 June, 1979
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FALKLAND ISLANDS: TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR NEGOTIATIONS (WRITTEN PARLIAMENTARY
ANSWER BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 26 APRIL 1977)

The British and Argentine Governments have now reached
agreement on the Terms of Reference for negotiations about the
Falkland Islands dispute, as follows:

The Governments of the Argentine Republic and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
have agreed to hold negotiations from June or July 1977
which will concern the future political relations
including sovereigmty, with regard to the Falkland
Islands, South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands’and

~. economic co-operation with regard to the said
territories, in particular, and the South West Atlantic,
in general. In these negotiations the issues affecting
the future of the Islands will be discussed, and
negotiations will be directed to the working out of ‘a:
peaceful solution to the existing dispute on sovereignty
between the two states,and the establishment of a frame-
work for Anglo-Argentine economic co-operation which
will contribute substantially to -the development of
the Islands, and the region as a whole.

A major objective 6f the negotiations will be to
achieve a stable, prosperous and politicéily durable
future for the Islands, whose people the Government of
the United Kingdom will consult during the course of the
negotiations.

The agreement to hold these negotiations, and the negotiatic
themselves, are.without prejudice to the position of
either Government with regard to sovereignty over the

e

Islands.
The level at which the negotiations will be conducted, |

and the times and places at which they will be held, will ;.

be determined by agreement between the two Goverrnents . :

If necessary, special Working Groups will be establisheqd,
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Ora! Answers

2 Lum;xm Parliament 1o attend even
hen the subject is relevant 10 a par-

tiular commnlcn" Is it no! time tha:
curtzin of silence was pulled down?

. Owen: This is a

difiicult -issue. If

stween the Jegislative function and
binet decision-making function it
would\ be easy to do, but it is difficult

to makg that separation
Mr. Rudgen : Does the Minister agree
that the \first thing that must be done in

the European institutions is to
limit the rdle and functions
of the Edropean Assembly? Does he
agree thet \t is clear, for instance, from
the speech of Mr. Roy Jenkins in Luxem-
bourg on 1Jh January that no one bas
an agreed clear 1dea of what the
European As§embly should do, and, in-’
deed, that untik there is such a redefinition
of the functiogs and the role ‘of that
Assembly thcrc hould be no direct elec
tions to 11? ; ]

*'Dr. Owen Th speuh of the Presideny
of the Commissioy is a matter for him.
There are many diferent views about the
rdle and functions of the Europsan Parlia-
ment, or Assembly. | However, one thing
1s quite clear. Thdy is that the mere
fact of introducing di elections carries
with it no commitment to any cha.nge in
its existing powers. .

Mr. Fernyhough : W}‘z! docs my richt
boun. Friend think will the cost to this
country of direct elections? Will he take
it from me, m view of thq cuts thzt*bhave
recently been made in ucauon and
social services, that the mopey would b=
miuch better spent in my
Jcrrow"

* Mr.
sca, South.

Dr. Owen: I am afraid that
eble to givc my right hon.
esiimate of the cosl of Europcan

may need o bc made oonoeming
pzan elections.  However, I shall
much information as I can to the Ho se.

Rear-Admiral Mnrgan Mllﬁ Fo w-
the reply given to my right hon. Frignd
the Member for Brighton, Pavilion (Mr.-
Amery) a moment ago, may 1 ask whethi

N &
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Government will a—r(_nge for a docu-
10 be issued explzining where the

must prima

Dr. Owen:-
Gentleman say “ W
feel that the..greaies?
Government are  alway
toeir views on the threat\lo- both the
security of this country a NATO
Alliance, and the traditional waNgf deal-
ing with that matier is in the ual
Defence White Faper.

the hon. and galiant
c does the Presndcnl
The

A7 nsieey”

o~ FALKLAND ISLANDS

““The Srcrclav:} of State for Forsign and
Commonwealth = Aftairs ~ (Mr.” Anthony
Crosland):  With . permission., - Mr.
Speaker, I will make a stalement on_ the,
Falkland lslands and our rclatlons wnh
Argcmma.

Since my right hon Fncnd now anc
Minister, made a statement on this sub-
ject.-on : 14th January last-year, -Lord
Shackleton has presented his “ Economic
Survey of the Falkland Jslands™. The
whole House will-join me in warmly
thanking him and kLis colleagues for this
xmmcnsclv thorough '(ﬂld wide-rangina
report. T

- The - survey pa.mts a vwld plcturc ol
(lns small community of 1500 -people,
7.500 miles away. vet staunckly British
and with rich potential in the seas around
them. But currently they face an uncer-.
tain economic ‘future. . The economy,
essentially a mono-cullure based on wool,
is stagnant;-the resources do not exist
to exploit the new poiential in  other
fields ; and emigration is increasing.” - _

To remedy this sitvation.” Lord
Shackleton made: ;-a large number . of
recommendations, many “of which - will
require .further. study and “dewailed con-.
sultation with the Islandess. Meanwhile"
the Government. will proceed to impie- -
ment those internal constitutional chunges
which have already .bezi approved .- by
the Falkland klandt Legislative Council. -

The recommendations on dcve!opmem
aid will fall to my hon. Friend the Minis.
ter of Siate for- Overseas Development -
to impiement. But I can say now that .
the Government are ready; to- consider~,
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after such pre-investment studies as may
be required, =zgricultural -diversificaton,
mutton - freezing,* knitwear - production
and improvements to education. We also
propose to pay special and urgent atten.
tion ‘to the Islands’ internal communica
tions,” “with - particular, reference to the
availability and -maintenaoce-of an effi
cient local air servic U Zis 30

The survey furtler recommended it
tain major capital, projects, . potably "an
enlargement of “th=: airport .and. a- pilot
fishing . project.” which’ wou!d. bring. the
total recommended expenditure by the

'United Kingdom up- to some £13 million

to £14 milliom:. The Govemment_ like
Lord Shackleton-and fis colleagues, are
in no- doubt that the pctential for
development is- there. ‘and * they - will at
the aporopriate moment commission the
essential prelimiary -studies to determine
whether airport enlargement is likely to
be practicabie and: cost effective. = -

But for the rest. we cannot at this tims
accept more costly recommendations. The
overseas aid budgel.- recently cut in the
December - public, experditure exercise;
would. pot stand -it..--There -are . more
urgent claims from- much - poorer com-
munities. Apd the. right political circum-
sian(xlsu‘d_rv)‘no’t XIS s i T
_In Lord Shackkton’s words, ="~ .i
“in. anyi major new: developments of “the
Iclands’ economy, especially- those relating: to
ofishore. resources, . co-operation with Argen-
tina—even participation—shoul possitle,
be “sectired!™** SENIE prar
The’Government “agree.” ~Such” new
developments require “a framework of
greater political and ecunomic”co-opera-
tion in the region as a whole.- Without
such ~a’ framework, - the prespect of
achieving a prosperous and durable future
for the Islands is bleak.... =w. i3

The Goveroment have therefore
decided that the time has come to con-
sider both with the Islanders and the
Arzentine Government whether a climate
cxists for discussing the broad issues
which bear on the future of the Falkland
Islands. and the pessibilities of co-opera-
ation between Britain and Argentina in
the region of the South-West Adantic. .

I must make cemain things absolutely
clear. First, any such discussion, which
would inevitably raise fundaniental ques-
tions in -the rcdatioaship between::the
Isands,. Britain. and .Argentina,” would

sNQ
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take place under the sovercignty um-
brellas that is. Her Majesty’s’ Govern-
ment would wholly reserve their position
on the issue of sovereignty, which would
m no way be prejudiced. Secondly, any
changes which might be proposed must
be acceptable to the Islanders, whose
interests and well-being remain our prime
coocern.’ In consequence. thirdly, there
‘must - be-« full- = consultation - with  the
Islanders at every stage ; nothing will be
dope- behind their backs. -.ivi Z6cwnit

:_iij-é’- h:xlﬁl >lhis'pled'gcl. [ am sc;:.d‘m.g :my

bon. Friend, the Minister of State, to the
Falkland Islands in Mid-February to
bear from the Islanders at first hand how
they view-their future. - He will"also visit
Buenos Aijres. © His object will be, in
effect, to see whether terms’ of referenca
can be agreed for further more formal
talks between the parties concerned. -
* "My right bon. Friend the Prime Minis-
ter said this to the House last January:
" “Given good will on both sides, Britain
and Argentina should be able to transform
the area of dispute conceming the sovereignty
over the Islands into 2 factor making for co-
operation between the two countries whicn
would be consonant with the wis~es and inter-
ests--of . .the - Falkland [slanders.”"—[Official
Report, 14th. Jaouary~1976 = Vol 903, c. 392)
/To day,“as* 12: months ago: the situa:
tion ~ip the- South-West Atlantic is a
source of - potential confrontation,” of
which there have been recent examples.
It is co-operation, not confrontation, both
Jn_the ‘Islands.and. in the_
which we. seek to aSh_icve

3 Wl - g
. Mo < First, _may I thank
the Secretary of Stite for. making that
statement? | 1 join ‘him. raturally, in
paying tribute to the work of Lord
Shackleton in putting before us the very
vatuable report that we have had to work
on. Moreover, may 1 say that I welcoma
the tone of thz right hon. Gentleman’s
statement, and particularly the reassur-
ance that he is giving the House regard-
ing the absolute need for the Islanders'
acceptance of any arrangements which
may be entered into on their behalf?
We welcome the announcement that
there are to be discussions about co-
operation with the Arzentine, bat we are
anxious lest the case be presentsd 10 the
Islanders in a form which in some’ senss
looks like some degree of coercion u
them o accept what might otherwise be
uowelcome arrangements in order ‘to
L Y
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.. [Mr. Davies.] oo w
secure their economic future. I hope
,that the right hon. Gentleman will be
able 10 reassure us on that subject. With
that cavear, we welcome greatly the visit
by the Minister of State and wish him
.well in his work. 3
< May T ask-one or two specific ques-
tions? First, on the subject of aid, we
sympathise with and understand the need
:al present pot to extend an aid pro-
gramme when there is so much need for
constraint. However, is it not a fact that
currently we in Britain enjoy from tax
‘Tevenue resulting from activities in the
‘Islands an extent of revenue which ex-
ceeds ‘the aid that we currently furnish?
‘Would it not be quite practicable at least
-to assure the Islanders. that we would
ot remain a beneficiary of their own
"probléms 2 khiges Salnt e O
Sr:Cond]y,‘ on the fishing issue, may I
ask whether it is the intention that an
exclusive economic zone should be
declared round the Islands at an early
stage, and will that be of the same extent
as that for the United Kingdom—200
miles? ™ T noseasc S ;
Moreover, has tbhe right hon. Gentle-
man - considered, and will he ask the
Minister of State during his visit to give
carefu! consideration to, the potential

offered - by organisms known as krill
which abo in the area of the Islands
and c yide valuable revenue?

Fin ; e right hon. Gentleman
reassure ‘Ml(ﬁsc that he is not falling

between two stools in the matter of the
airport? Is it ‘a fact that the airport as
presently constructed is too short and thag
the extension of it to a_ greater length
would be too expensive and would face
us with a problem that would be highly
unwelcome? s ks e et e
" Perhaps the right hon: Gentleman can
reassure us on those various points. -

" Mr. Crosland: ] am obliged to the
right hon. Gentleman for his. opening
remarks. . We have no intention of trying
to apply coercion to the Islanders. That
would be wrong. Both we in this Parlia-
ment and the Islanders face a dil

2 FEBRUARY 1977
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On the specific question of aid versus
the amount of money coming to this
country from the Falkland Islands, the
.position is that if we take the Jast 25
years we find, as the Shackleton Report
says, that more money bas come to
Britain from the Islands than bas gone
from Britain 10 the Islands in the form
of aid. If we take the last five years, we
sec that the picture is the other way
round. We have the somewhat ironic
situation that- almost all the post-tax
‘profits in the Islands are drawn to this
country and made good by the taxpayer
here in the form of economic aid. Lord
‘Shackleton has rather pointed remarks
1o make about 1bjs slightly curious and
unusual situation., - 0o TN
.. The situation with regard-to the .200-
tile fishing limit js-unbelievably compli-
cated. Argentina has claimed a 200-mile
limit round the Falkland Islands as part
of her claim to sovereignty.. There is -a
complication inside UNLOSC, there are
complications within the EEC about this,
and -there are possible -analogies with
Rockall which -need careful study.” I
should not like to give a definite answer
on the subject except to say that what is
essential is that we have 2 de fucto zgree-
ment on the question of ficheries.

The answer to the question about krill
is “Yes”, and the point that emerges
from the . Shackleton report is that it is
@ot just krill but a mass of blue whiting,
alginates, tourism potential and possibly
‘oil at some point, all of which ought to
be explored, and can be explored only jt
we take a regional view of the South-
_West Atlantic as a whole. 8. g
- On the matier of the airport. the right
hon. Gentleman is right in saying that
there is a risk. That is why, before we
take a final decision, we must bave tech-
pical studies. . L2Sgnmesl T
~ Mr. Russell Kerr: Will oV right hon.
Friend accept the congratulations at least
of many hon. Members on this side of
the House at this attempt 1o plar a viable
economic future for the Falkland Islands?
Will be also take into account the fact
that there is widespread perturbation Jest

because the future of the Islanders with-

in our Pt 10 help the Islanders

out co-operation with . Argentina is un-
doubtedly not very favourable. That is
something that the Shackleton Report has
underlined for us all. .., ...
T aNas

et e R e |

ecc ically, we hand them over poli-
tically to-a quasi-Fascist State pext door?
Mr. Crosland : 1 l-m well \\areo[
that. .complication, which' I considered

JJ_“&
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555 Falkland Istands”

most anxjously, but 1 still think that at’

the end of the day we have to proceed in

this matter. Nobody is being handed over

10 anybody. All that my hon. Friend will
do is 10 see whetber ihe Islanders agree
that there js a basis for discussion. ‘There
will be full consuliation al every stage,

and nothing will be done that does not
meet the wishes of the Islanders.- There-,
fore, while T strongly take the point made "
by my hon. Friend, I must tell him that,

the conditions that ] bave laid down pro-
vide-a_sufficient safeguard .~
" Mr. Beith 2/Althongh ‘it “is " easy ‘fo
recognise that the competing_claims "of
poorer countries restrict the Government’s
ability to implement the more costly re-’
commendations, does not.the right hon,
Gentleman _recognise that his  phrase
about political Cucumstances not being
right strikes apprehensions into the hearts
of the Islanders and raises fears that
pressure is. being put upon
Furthermore, does the right hon. Gentle-

fz

man agree that, in moral terms, the argu-.
ment about sovereignty is much less sig- .

nificant than that about the right of self-

determination by the Islanders, who have

made. their views pretty clear?

Mr. Crodland : 1 agree, and we wholly
accept the right of self-determination and

are” committed to that. - On the final’

question, by far the easiest thing would
be to do pothing—a very attractive and
popular way out in a sense but a miser-
able way out—but we have this report
showing the enormous potential for the

Islanders’ future economic dcvc]opnzem if.

we were willing to have economic co-
operation with Argentina..,.- We cannot
have that unless certain political issues
are raised_ -Therefore, I think that, in
full consultation with the- Is!andcr&_ we
have to take & certain. risk..in. this -re-
spect and see what comes out of it.

Mr. Daiyell : Does not an efficient local’

air service include that which the Island-
ers want most, which is some kind of
direct air link and not through Argen-
tina?  Secondly, what are these com-
plications with the EEC about fisaing
limits? s Fundonts ST
: Thirdly, does not Goronwy Roberts go
to Buenos Aires at the imvitation of the
Argentine Government. - -c s e
vrthly, when he is there, can he ask
wh}:(:bcr i{ would be possidble. if there
BN a4
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are links with Argentina, that they should
be through the Province of Patagonia
which has similarities with the Falklands
and not directly through Buenos Aires,:
which is an alien city?. .. en

ST B
© Mr. Crosiand : In my rather tired con-"
dition, T am not sure that 1 have remem--
bered -all four: questions. The airport*
enlargement - which:- js- proposed by
Shackleton would enable planes to fly in’
from other parts of South ‘America and’

further afield than Argentina, -ii-> -+ 5274

Dot go into that in“more detait now, for.
a number of reasons that will be obyious -
; to some bon."Members: 5= - - s

It is'my bon_ Friend the Member for
Merthyr Tydfil (Mr. Rowlands) who is
£0ing to Buenos Aires and the Falklands,

- aod both the Falkland Islands and the

- Argentine .- are happy to-
. receive him. - - S N Y

Mr. Michael Clark Hutchisonu: Does
the right hon. Gentleman understand that
the key to development in the Falklaads
and their safety is a proper airstrip? The
construction company is there, and so is
the equipment. The- first duty of the
Government is to get on' with the exten-
sion of the airstrip.- S s 3

Mr. Croskzad : K think that this is the -

, vriticai factor that colours a large part ot

; the Sbakleton. Report. . The position is-
., that the present permanent airfield -is not ,
It is way behind schedule and
will not be compieted until May. ‘At the

- end of -the day-it.wili have. cost £43-

. million: The enlargement of -thijs perma...
. nent airfield, which. -Lord-« Shackleton -
. Strongly recommends, is essential to the -
development of - tourism, of -Bshing . and
* possibly of oil in the future. It s essential -
; to.the whole island,, but the trouble. js

3 that ail these developments depend to a

considerable ~ extent upon -'co-operation
with Argentina. That is why ‘the ques-
. tion of the airport and Co-operation . in -
+ the region as a whole are so closely inter-
linked, "5 A s ey i

»

Mr. MacFarquhar: In view of my righr -
hon. Friend’s reassurance to the Islanders
and the continuing intransigence of the

" Argeatine Government on the Question of
sovereignty, what is it that has changed. .
so that ke is able to send the Minisier of
State to the Falkland Islands and Buenos
Aires with confideace that he will not ba

' going on a wild-gocse chase?
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[Mr. Farquhar.]

Mr. Crosland: 1 do not think that I
bave total confidence in that. As my
predecessors and those who served in
Conservative Governments know, one has
to make a judgment in thess matters
whether the time is appropriate for
taking an initiative. An initiative of this
sort carries the risk of failure. I do not
hide that.- But we cannot let this situa-
tion drag on and on with all the major
recommendations of the Shackleton
Report depending upon co-operation with
Argentina.  Without any total 100 per
cent. confidence in success, I judged—and

in my view this was right—that this was,

the moment to 13«; the initiative.

* Mr. Amery”: " As the right hon. Gentle-
man may know, 1 had some experience
of the Falkland Islands problems while
serving in the Department over which he
now presides:” May- 1 join him and my
right hon. Friend the Member for Knuts-
ford (Mr. Davies) in " welcoming Lord
Shackleton’s report? 1 entirely. agrec
that in the long run the problems of the
Falkland Islands must be worked out in
conjunction with Argentina, but timing is
of the essence. Is the right hon. Gentle-.
man satisfied that it is possible to proceed
or to seek that co-operation. before the
airfield is fully enlarged and that the
stability of the present Argentinian régime
is sufficient to allow it to embark on what
mey be the rather important negotiations
which his statement mc\'uzbl\' op’ns up?

-Mr. Crocland The nghl hon Gentle-
man is correct in saying that he had
experience of this, extraordinarily difficult
problem. - Of course it was a Conserva-
tive Government who, I think rightly,
concluded the communications agreement
with Argentina in 1971. It is a matter of
judgment whether the chances of success
outweigh the -chances - of failure. My~
]udgmcnl is that’ on the whole they do’
and that it is better to take this risk than,
1o Jet the situation go on and on with, as
1 said. this vast polcmml waiting there to
be exploited and nothing effcctive bcmg
done to expl ll{; [ TICNUPR AL

" Mr. FauldL! Avarmly endorse my righl'
hon. Friend’s ’initiatives,  but will he
understand  that some " of .us on these.
Benches—and 1 thiok some on the other
side of the House—will have some con-.
tinuing reservations both about the degree *
of self- dclcrmmauon in these maners

8 N 46
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assured to the Islanders and azbout the
danger that the Islanders may bescome
prisoners of developments in Argentinian
political circumstznces?

* Mr. Crosland : Yes, Sir, these dangers

exist, but at the end of the day it will be
for this House, and only for this House,
effectively to determine whether any
changes in the present situation are made.’
Thus, our position is reserved to that
extent. What 1 very much bope—so far
I- think this s occurring—is lhal when
my right hon. Friend the Minister of
State goes out to see whether a basis
exists for proper discussion, he will,
generally speaking, go out with the good
wnll of lbc whole House.

VIS

pulys

‘Sir Bernard Br.uge. th]c in gcncral
no one could find any “fault:with the’
right hon. Gentleman’s statement—it must
be welcomed, particularly his recognmon
that the Falkland Islanders wish 10 remain.
British—is he aware that there could be.
conflict in what he has s2id? ~ Does’ he.
recal] tbat the Shackleton report said that
two developments must go band in hand,
—first, the reform of administration and
closer participation of the inhzbitants and,’
second, the injection of sufficient 2id ‘to
give a pew economic impetus? Does
the right hon. Gentlemau realise, there-
fore, that if Her Majesty’s Government
will not find the aid on the scale envis-
aged by Shackleton. that may lead to
great disillusionment among the Islanders?.

Mr. Crosland : 1 hop= that ‘the gmup
of recommendations referred to by the’
hon. Gentleman, who knows the Falk-'
land Islands well, will go through. AS
number of them have already been
approved by the Falkland Islands Legis-
lative Council. On the second qumon—'
the major capitz]l projects, as o
to the smaller matiers of aid that mcn.
tioned—if we were the richest country”
in_the world with Jots of money to dish
out in 2l directions, we might be able 1o
take these on entirely by ourselves. : But’®
that is nof our position, and that is wh_y
I came 10 the conclusion, which 1 think—>
1 do-not“want-to put words into Lord
Shackleton's mouth—is implicit in ma.ny
of the lhmés Lord Shackleton says about *
tourism.-fisheries, airport . “enlargement
and so on, dm in practice they can go!
ahead only in the framework-of a wider
economic co-operation in the Souln-West
Atlantic.- . -
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-.Mr.'deer: Since: we_have so often
beard in the House that the positions of
Governments are being reserved and that
nO commitments will be entered into only
to discover later that we have.been slid
1o a position which perhaps the House
did not want, shall we have a report back
to the House once the Minister of State
returns and shall we ‘be kept fully in-
formed of the negotiations at all stages?
Thirdly, how precisely will the Falkland
Islanders be asked in the final analysis
whether they accept the outcome of these
ncgpliations?:___ R e iy

Mr. Crosland: Yes, the House- will
be kept fully .informed and I -do not
doubt for-a moment that my hon. Friend
will make a swatement when be returns.
As to how the Islanders will- be con-
sulted, in the inital stages my hon. Friend
is spending five days there. If he reaches
any final conclusion which may be put
to the Islanders, how the consultations
sbould occur- under those circumstances
will then be a matter for discussion at
the time, but there will be full consulta-
tion.

. SRGLES :

Several Hon. Membery roxe——:_v

Mr. Speaker : Order. I propose to call
the- four hon. Members who have been
bere throughout and who have been ris
ing to catch my eye, and the hon. Mem-
ber for. Birmingham, Handswerth (Mr.
Lee). But I bope that they will be brief.

Ay

Mr. Lute: Will the right hon. Gentle-
nan make it absolutely: clear: that there
wiil be no change i the sovereignty of
the Islands without the: full: consent- of
ihe Islanders? - Since the Shackleton re-
port highlights the important commerqial
prospects in. the islands and its fisheries.
toarsm and so oo. can the Government
pot look at this whole matter as a pros-
pect for joint investment: opportunities
which wouid bring great- benefits . to
Greal Bntain, the Islands and Argentina,
if Arsgenlina co-operated economically
with vs, rather than as a qu:fﬁon ql’ dol-
ing out aid as moncy which will be
wasted? it g

Mr. Crostand : My staicment is clear
on the first point.. On the other point,
the hon. Geodeman made a speech in
an Adjournment debate recently which
] read with some interest. 1 agree with
what be said then, that these investment
opporiunities, as he rightdy des‘cnbc_d
them, must in practicc be undertaken in

9N
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co-operation  with  Argentina. The
dilemma that we face—this. is the diffi-
culty which underlies these .questions—
is that.we know that the Argentine_Gov-
emment will not want to discuss solely
economic co-operation.* Inevitably, poli-
tical issues will come -up. - That is why
I have given the assurance, and it is in
respect of that that,we take this. risk,
deliberately.j \) w32 gis s 22238
““Mr. Lee:-Is not the ‘cflect- of this
economically - desirable approach likely
only -to ‘be to- fan the flames of the
Argentine - Government’s - pretensions “to
sovereignty? Is not the reality that the
Argentine Government have not aban-
doned their claim to the Islands and that,
whether my right hon. Friend likes it or
not, . this initiative -is bound - to = give
impetus to that claim? . . . -
Mr. Crosland: It is correct that the
Argentivpe Government have not aban-
doned their claim to sovercignty, and
they will not abandon it. The question is
whether we should allow that claim to
impose on us a position of total passivity.
That does not seem sensible tQ me.

° Mr. David James: &ould the right
bon. Gentleman explain to me, as some-
one who has lived and worked in the
Falklaod Islands, why it is proposed to
drag our feet over the vital air runway
decision, which is the key to the entire
development in the future of the Falkland
Islands? Do we have to seek the per-
mission of the Argentine Government to
lengthen a 'mnway’J 92"\Briﬁsh'propcrty?
a0 2 X8 L

" Mr. Crosland : No, Sic: certainly we
do not” have to~seck their permission.
But Lord Shackleton made it clear in his
report that™ the ruoway deveiopment—
the airport enlargemeat—was needed for
the sake of “tourism, - further fisheries
development and major capital develop-
ments in- the Islands, and that those
capital developments in tumn largely
depended on co-operation with Argentina,
That is the link. = Certainly thers is no
question of its depending on: the per-
mission of the Argsntine Government.

Mr. KershawC®ould the right hon,
Centleman accept that. in spite of several
references 1o ihe airfield, the position
remaias a little obscure, at least to me?
Would he agree that the point of extend-
mg the airfield so as to allow international
fiights to placss other than Argentina
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$61 St. Marylebone,
© [Mr. Kershaw.]

problem?

Mr. Crosland : With .rcspu:L I think
that it js a Pixturc.pf‘lhc two.

Mr., Jm‘:i: Is there not great potential
in krill, which have been increasing in
numbers rapidly in the South Atlantic
because of the slaughter of whales which
used 1o feed on them, so that the balance
i of nature has been disturbed and they are
| pow multiplying with great rapidity? .Is
I that not a large potential source of food-
| stufls for starving people in development
| countries, which could at.the same time
; bring great
l
I

T v
T TRy
Gt e

A5

bcucﬁl_ .to . the . Falkland

Tslands?,.

“"Mr. Crosland :* THat s certainly - the
case, and it comes out dramaticzally from
the Shackleion report. . T =

~:To come .back .to'the quésliou which

4

20
Fcd

>3y

15 2 political rather -than an economic
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a political objective, the attainment
ich bas Lzcn denied by the courts.
I not seek to argue the merits of
2 but the circumstances are

at
of

onday evening, the S:cn:lzry of
State foy Education and Science decided
to maintain St Marylebone
School. That means that the
school wi\ slowly die. It will not be
able to pay salzries, and there will ot
be another \ntake of boys. This follows

a proposal Ay the Inner London Educa-
tion Authorky that the school should
cease. : . 0y 5

“There is a Idpg history bere with which

I"shall not bord the House. * Suffice it to
say that ILEA been trving to’ destroy
the school for a\iong time. ~ Six months
220 ILEA propo¥ed that St Maryl:bo_nc
‘Grammar School should merge “~with
another school ‘in Ry constituency-which

i hhas underlain much of the discussion ‘in ;;f;bi‘);:'éc?{’l’ ke ’:L ?:’o‘i)k?dl‘i_';%ns
3| the last. half-hour, the - tential for e A : e
‘ﬁ‘(-‘ly development  zround lhlzo Falkland ¢ourt and won pR Ty dc'ayf{gE:
;T‘I: Islands—not “just with kril but with fom procecding with en‘;grghcr. tak
4| alginates ‘and the blue whiting and other then h?d. a choice. o Aveaxcn
& ¢ species of fish—is 2 basic reason that I that iojunclion, .-anq.. the decm'ons
E.v | do not think that we can simply go on sur;oundmg It to 2 Iyeher court, and
1 Sittine backsides -~ and * doi ultimately to the Couny of Appeal - or
=4 othita o our. “backsidesiantl o <ven ‘to"the House ofy Lords, but ‘it
Al nothing ‘about the political situation as decided e d ked " th
238 well. 1t is that which supplies the impetus o nol to-do -so ¥nd. as &
cat [l for some new initiative and move in the SCTetarv of State to . her powers
N ; - aiea : * under the 1944 Education\Act to cease
= ST S : to maintain St.  Maryleboye Grammar
)v‘ - G T R R\ VIR S
. . E < These powers -are " in- 1 Act - for
F}; ST. AMRYLSE&{OS(?LCRAM“MR administrative purposes only. YThey bave
4 4 . been used in the Ppast, for exatyple, when
2 ! Ir. Baker : I beg to ask Jeave to move & central city school has wish, to move
,;“ the\Adjournment of the House, under with consent 1o the country. en the
‘g-” Stanqng Order No. 9, for the purpose of  Secretary of State ceases to main . The
R ! discus\gg a specific and important powers have been used when school
: matter (Nat should bave urgent considera- wished to £0 independent. . Some Yehools
o 1 tion ; namly, Loiee e S o Sw it i T OnERTRETER 10 go indepkndent
/ e ! “the use of Wer powers by the Seaela.ry -ol ‘nd. thg o.i State will to
e State for Edution and Scieoce o cease to Mmaintain them. * This is not the wigh .of
mainiain St. MMglebone Grammar School " the parents of :St. Marylebone Gra ar
; This is  the fizNy occasion ‘on ‘which'1 Schoo They want 1o reorganise \he
bave asked leave Y9 move -the Adjourn.  8chool oo mini-comprehensive lines.: Y\

ment of the House
No. '9." It would b
any Member to seek
cedure for a narrow

der Standing Order

population has

The powers have been used when “the
declined in an area

! there is no need for the school. . This-,

Jluency point, pot ' the case with - St. Marylebon
(his case g0 Grammar School. Indeed, the immediate
~What  area around the grammar ‘schoo] js the
T of her  only area in Central London- where- the
n used population is “increasing use of the
» 1o building of a huge council te... The
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