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FOLLOWING FOR PS/MR RIDLEY
MY TELNO 133 TQ FCO: FTNANCIAL TIMES ARTICLE

1. | DREW COUNCILLORS’ ATTENTION THIS MORNING TO THE FINANCIAL
TIMES CORRESPONDENT’S REVELATIONS (WITH THE EXCEPTION OF BOWLES,
WHO IS ACCOMPANYING HIS WIFE TO BUENOS AIRES FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT,
@SS, WHO HAS BEEN AWAY FROM STANLEY SINCE LAST SATURDAY ON MV
MONSUNEN AND EVANS WHO RETURNED HOME THIS MORNING). | GAINED NO
CLUE AS TO wHo, IF ANYONE, COULD HAVE LEAKED THE STORY AND, 1IN
FACT, THE COUNCILLORS PRESENT FELT THAT THE ARTICLE WAS BASED ON
LITTLE MORE THAN AN ASTUTE PUTTING TOGSTHER BY LINDLEY OF VARIQUS
RUMOURS HE HAD HEARD ABOUT TOWN. WHILE TH= COUNCILLORS SEEMED Y
FAIRLY RELAXED ABOUT POSSIBLE REACTICNS TO THE STORY ‘LOCALLY, 1
SUGGESTED THEY SHOULD, NEVERTHELESS, FOLLOW THE LINE SET OuT 1IN MY

TUR.

2. THE GENERAL VIEW OF couuctLLoRs n*s IH&T TaE v&s&r nmﬁ Gﬁﬂs
OFF WELL, AND THAT IN DRAWING ATTENTI =
SITUATION MR RIDLEY HAD HELP
PURPOSEFUL AND, ‘
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TO IMMEDIATE FCO
TELEGRAM NUMBER 133 OF 26 JULY
INFO [MMEDIATE BUENOS AIRES

YOUR TELNO 922 FINANCIAL TIMES ARTICLE _,; e
1. IF NECESSARY, THE MINISTER WILL TAKE THE LINE 'ram‘ m&"
IS BASED ON PURE SPECULATION BY THE FINANGIAL
IDEA THE WRITER SUGEESTS AS A SOLUTIOY To THE
INTEREST, ANYTHING LIKE T
T00 SHORT TO BE REALISTI
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INFO IMMEDIATE BUENOS AIRES
FOLLOWING FOR PS/MR RIDLEY:  ARTICLE IN FINANCIAL TIMES
1. UNDER HEADING 'PLAN FOR FALKLANDS FUTURE', THE FT'S
CORRESPONDENT IN BUENOS AIRES, ROBERT LINDLEY, HAS AN ARTICLE
IN TODAY'S PAPER READING AS FOLLOWS:
'A 'HONG KONG' SOLUTION FOR THE FUTURE OF THE FALKLAND
ISLANDS IS BEING TALKED ABOUT AS THE VISIT BY MR
NICHOLAS RIDLEY, JUNIOR MINISTER AT THE FOREIGN AND
COMMONWEALTH OFFICE, COMES TO AN END.

UNDER SUCH A SCHEME SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ISLANDS WOULD i
BE TRANSFERRED TO ARGENTINA WHICH WOULD THEN LEASE THEM

BACK TO BRITAIN FOR, SAY, 99 YEARS. THE BRITISH .
WAY OF LIFE OF THE ISLANDERS WOULD BE RESPECTED AND
ARGENTINIAN CO-OPERATION ON THE ECONOMIC nnanapuE#w ar"
THE ISLANDS COULD YIELD p;y;nuung,

MR RIDLEY IS REPOBTEE
WITHOUT WHICH SOME O
ISLANDS AS BLEAK.

DISTRUSTFUL OF
NOW THAT ARGE
TO ACQUIRE THE

2.  NEWS DEPAR!
CARRINGTON

FILES

S AM D
NEWS D
MR HALL



COVERING CONFIDENTIAL

P oo es i 7]
RZCEIVED M REGE =Y 30, 18 :
7 AUG 1979 i
\ ‘q DESK OFFICER __g;‘_gﬁ!:
SN(\ O —mDEX | PA Action T8ke
b A 7h

i I submit a draft telegram to Port Stanley along the

lines we discussed.

S0 Rwars

The relevant telegrams are below.
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South America Department
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27 July, 1979
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cutting dated _____‘51_51}‘_ S St

[he Falklond _sop——""

'\ Islands

} From the DireclorGeneral,s 3 !
i The Fclkland Islamds Ofice * s
\ Sr—The Hon. Nicholas 1

Padicy, MP, Minister of State at
the Foreign and Commonwealth -

OSice is reponed (July 26) 0
be dmus.-.mg the “ Hong Kong™ .
solilor 1o Argentina's claim .
over the Fel¥land J:lands. =

This has never Leer accept-,
abie 10 (he icianders. A lease..
tadl wiTangement vuuder which
Frizin cedes sovereignly do,




