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I see from the record that the question of liaison with United Kingdom}
MEPs arose at your meeting on 21st December on the Community Budget,
I understand that you were critical of the advice you received from OD(E)(79)
20th Meeting about the possibility of the European Parliament rejecting the
1980 Budget shortly after you had seen Mr, Scott Hopkins (Mr, Alexander's
letter of 7th Decémber to Mr. Lever refers). There was a subsequent
discussion about the briefing of MEPs in OD(E) (OD(E)(79) 21st Meeting) which
laid down guidance for individual Ministers and charged the Cabinet Office to
draw attention to those issues which might require a collective view. In
addition, the Lord Privy Seal has now offered to meet members of the
European Democratic Group before each plenary session of the Parliament.

2. How can these arrangements be tightened up to ensure that the

Government is speaking with one voice? For routine matters, the procedure
e tem o oy

approved by OD(E) will probably suffice., But where there are major tactical

questions on which Mr., Scott Hopkins is likely to consult you, then you may

feel that it would be desirable for the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary or
the Lord Privy Seal to participate in your talks with him. It could also be
advantageous to invite the appropriate departmental Ministers (e, g. the
Chancellor of the Exchequer on the budget) when it is clear in advance that

y particular departmental interests are involved. In any event, you may think

it helpful to commission a brief from the Cabinet Office or the FCO on the

' non-Party aspects for future meetings with Mr. Scott Hopkins,
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3rd January 1980




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

MR. VILE

MINISTERIAL LIAISON WITH MEPs

The Prime Minister has seen Sir Robert Armstrong's minute
to her of 3 January on this subject. She agrees that it would
be helpful if the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary or, more
usually, the Lord Privy Seal, could participate in any talks she
has in future with Mr. Scott Hopkins. She also agrees that
a brief should be prepared for such meetings in future.

The Prime Minister does not, however, intend to invite
1

departmental Ministers tc these meetings. She considers that

the presence of a Foreign Office Minister and the production of
a brief should suffice.

We here will ensure that either Lord Carrington or Sir Ian
Gilmour are in future invited to meetings with Mr. Scott Hopkins.
The Prime Minister will be meeting with members of the European
Democratic Group tomocrrow: 2 brief has been requested.,

7 January 1980




Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London SW1

19 December 1979

o7

It has occurred to me that members of the European Democratic
Group might find it useful to have more or less regular
meetings with me here in the FCO before each session of the
European Parliament to discuss any issues of concern to you and
to give me a chance of explaining government policy. I think
the best way might be for me to be as it were 'at home' to any
members of your group who wanted to come along on a day to

suit them before each plenary session of the parliament. If
this idea appeals to the group, perhaps you would let me know

which day of the week and what time of day members of the

group are likely to find most convenient. I suggest we allow

an hour.

bece:PS
PS/PUS
Lord Bridges
Mr Hannay
Mr Spreckley .
Mr FitzHerbert i
Mr Franklin, ;
Cabinet Office |
European Democratic Group ~PS/No 10
PS/Chancellor of
the Exchequer
Victoria Embankment PS/Minister of
Agriculture
London SW1 PS/S of S for
Energy

James Scott-Hopkins Esqg MEP

St Stephens House
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RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UK PARLIAMENT AND THE DIRECTLY
ELECTED EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

I wrote to you on 17 August about how we might handle the
discussion of relations between members of the Westminster

Parliament and the United Kingdom members of the European
Parliament.

In the light of the replies received (including the Lord
Privy Seal's letter of 247August), I now intend to start

the soundings with MPs about privileged access to Westminster
facilities for MEPs and the establishment of a Joint Select
Committee on the constitutional and procedural aspects of
their relationship to members of the Westminster Parliament.
The Lord President of the Council has said (in his letter to
me Of 31 August) that he will wish at the same time to take
soundings in the House of Lords. Subject to the outcome of
these contacts, we can then agree a statement which I will
make to the House shortly after the recess to get formal
proceedings under way.

I would expect the Services and Offices Committees, whether
singly or combined, to make their recommendations to the
House on possible privileged access to facilities in West-
minster within a month. These could then be debated in
late November or early December, which I understand would
fit in with the Chief Whip's views on timing. I note the
Chancellor of the Exchequer's preference (his letter to me
of 30/August) for allowing MEPs privileged access to
existing Westminster facilities rather than creating new
joint facilities where MPs and MEPs might meet.

I am Senaing copies of this letter to the recipients of my
letter of 17 August. :

S )

B

The Rt Hon Lord Carrington, KCMG, MC
Secretary of State
Foreign & Commonwealth Office







FROM THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE
HOUSE OF LORDS

The Rt Hon Norman St John Stevas MNP

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster

Lancaster Place

Strand

LONDON WC2E T7ED 31 August 1979

AQM NUYhAaM.,

I have seen a copy of your letter of 17 August
to the Foreign Secretary.

So far as the House of Lords is concerned, I
am content with what you propose. I should be
grateful if you would let me know when you
propose to begin consultations in the Commons
as I shall also need to consult the usual
channels in the Lords.

I am sending copies of this letter to recipients
of yours.
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The Rt. Hon. Norman St. John-Stevas, MP










