RIME MINISTER 3 April 1980

have seen the correspondence which has ensued since I
wrote to you on 21 February about the proposal to erect a
memorial on Crown Land to those who were repatriated to the
Soviet Union at the end of the last war,. I am sorry that it
has proved so difficult to reach agreement on the inscription

for the memorial.

You will recall that I said in my letter that the nx

could be erected on Crown Land provided the inscription on
memorial was uncontroversial and, in particular, avoided
imputing guilt to previous British Governments. I am bound fto
say that some of the wording which has been proposed to Michael
Heseltine by ‘the Steering Committee seems to me both to be
controversial and to impute guilt.

My own attitude towards the memorial has always been bas
on the assumption that we were trying to commemorate those who
had died, not to convict those who could no longer answer for
the decisions for which they were responsible. In my view,
the inscription proposed by Michael Heseltine at his meeting
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with you on 17 March meets this objective. It was as follows:-




"This memorial was placed here by Members of Parliament

1irties, and others, to commemorate the thousands

of innocent 'men, women and children from Russia and other

Eastern European nations, ‘\Vlltl were imprisconed and died at

the hands of Communist Governments after their repatriation

at the conclusion of the Second World War.!

I am aware that you have criticised this
ground that some of those returned lk)'UlQ Soviet Union were mnot
citizens and that the reference to "repatriation' is therefore
inappropriate. But the same objection applies to the other formula-
tions that I have seen on this point, for example those which refer
to the return of the victims to their homelands.

I do not think that in a brief inscription we can hope pu
embrace everything, The Government have already come a long way
towards your position, and I personally have tried to be

o S ——— " —————
this process. I hope you will now see whether you cannot

rest of the way to meet my point and to accept the inscription

L

out above,
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The Lord Bethell. A e




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 29 April 1980

Yalta Victims Memorial

Further to my letter to you of
11 April on this subject, I enclose a
copy of a letter to the Prime Minister
from Lord Bethell informing the Prime
Minister that the Yalta Victims Memorial

steering committee have approved the wording
in the Prime Minister's letter of 3 April.

I am sending copies of this letter and
its enclosure to Paul Lever and Colin Munro
(Foreign and Commonwealth Office) and David
Wright (Cabinet Office).

M. O'D. B. ALEXANDER

Paul Bristow, Esq.,
Department of the Environment.




FROM

NICHOLAS TELEPHONE 73 SUSSEX SQUARE
BETHELL 01-402-6877 LONDON W2 2SS
The Rt. Hon. Mrs Margaret Thatcher, MP

10 Downing Street,
LONDON S.W.1. ¥ 28th April 1980

Dew Magard’,

Yalta Victims Memorial

This is just to let you know that I sent your letter of 3rd April
to the members of our steering committee and, I am glad to say, they
have approved the wording that you proposed to them.

We are now ready to move ahead with the construction of the memorial
by our sculptress Miss Angela Conner. On Wednesday, May 7th, we will
be holding a press conference in the Grand Committee Room and showing
a short documentary film from US archives, which portrays an actual
event when Russian prisoners were forcibly repatriated from a camp
near Munich in 1946.

We shall simultaneously be launching another appeal for funds. All
being well, we would then unveil the memorial in late October or
earlv November of this vear.

I will keep you informed of the progress that we make. Once again
I would like to thank you for the added effectiveness that you have
given our enterprise by permitting the memorial to stand on Crown land.
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11 April 1980

"Yalta Victims Memorial"

Enclosed with my letter to you of 3
April was the text of a letter which the Prime
Minister had sent to Lord Bethell about the Yalta

Victims Memorial. I now enclose a copy of a
reply received by the Prime Minister from Lord
Bethell. It remains to be seen whether Lord
Bethell will succeed in persuading the other
members of the steering committee to accept the
proposed inscription.

I am sending copies of this letter and its
enclosure to Paul Lever and Colin Munro (FCO) and
David Wright (Cabinet Office).

M.

P N Bristow, Esq
Department of the Environment
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FROM

NICHOLAS TELEPHONE 73 SUSSEX SQUARE
BETHELL 01-402-6877 LONDON W2 2SS
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 3 April 1980

o fud

"Yalta Victims Memorial"

You wrote to me on 31 March about the impasse which
had been reached in discussions between the Secretary of
State for the Environment and the Yalta Victims Memorial
Appeal Steering Committee.

The Prime Minister has seen your letter and some of
the previous correspondence. As a result, she has written
to Lord Bethell. I enclose the text of her letter. We
can take a view of the next steps once we have received
Lord Bethell's reply.

1 am sending copies of this letter and its enclosure
to Paul Lever (FCO) and Colin Munro (FCO) and David
Wright (Cabinet Office).

7mmux ézM.m.,,é,}

P. N. Bristow, Esq.,
Department of the Environment.
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It was good to see you again, although briefly, at Hendon
ast Friday. I much admired the vigour of your address to
since it was at the end of a long day, and your inspired

now more than two weeks
inscription on the Yalta ]
yet able to assure us when or en whethe
isfactorily resolved.
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Bernard Braine and I are now under increasing pressure
our steering committee to bring this matter to a solution,
agreeing a wording or by deciding to seek her site.

is also receiving letters of enquiry from the large numl
contributed to our appeal. They are i 1
reasons for this long delay.

You will appreciate that ever since
U

the entire thesis of my argument on

fore to be expected that they would

on the other hand, has always encourapged

February 21st she wrote that

inscription with me and that she was confident that it

to agree on a wording with which everyone was content.
sure that she did not envisage that more than five

2> without the matter showing any sign of being resol
It also seems to me that the Foreign Office, éven
as a department lies in the collapse of our project
their recommendations in the matter have been sub:

are once again taking the lead in this discussic:
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It had been my understanding that you were mandated by
to negotiate the wording on your own and it was quite




nion, Micnael Heseliill

meeting when

it emerged that this was

you, therefore, to assert your
in to avoid a clash, to
lines proposed at

Oour neetl
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