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Falklands

s In answer to Mr Bowdler's question, Mr Ridley said that his
talks with the Argentines in New York abou e Falkland Islands,
which, he stressed, were talks rather than negotiations, had been

a good two deys in which the object had been to examine the
Argentinian position and report to Mr Ridley's colleagues in London.
It was clear that the Argentines had not changed and wanted to be
able to say that the Islands had been returned to them — wit :
implication of previous ownership. Mr Ridley explained the econ
and political facts of the Falkland Islands and life e, and
noted that the Argentines had indicate th .
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that explorator

talks & g i 5
A POSSibilityy alks had been thought possible and useful; that

of negotistions between Argentina and Britain was

giicziﬁigle, subject to political concessions being made; that
ri) ght, it segmed, pe prepared to make some concession, but that
lat meant that Argentina must also be prepared to move.

Bl Mr Ridley commented that the Argentines were regrettably close
tg the kussians - particularly in economic relations. HMG did not
like the idea of the USSR buying into Argentine fishing firms.

Mr Bushnell commented that the US had approached the Argentines on
this subject, that this had led to a split within the Argentine
Government, and to an eventual decision to go ahead with the
Russians. Mr Ridley thought more should be done to bring home

the dangers of this sort of development to the Argentines, and

Mr Bowdler said that the State Department were trying to assess
wnat all this activity amounted to.

Cuban Refugees

B r Bushnell noted that the Cubans were still supporting
Avgentinian terrorists and that this gave the Argentines a good
deal of pain. The argentines had told the Peruvians that they
would take a small number of the Cubans from the Peruvian Embassy
in Havana. There had been press speculation as to what a small
number amounted to, but apparently no decision. Mr Ridley said
the Argentines had told him that their experts had said that 8,000
of the over 10,000 Cubans who had been at the Peruvian Embassy were
Cuban plants. I'his was clearly nonsense.

7 Mr Bowdler, noting that up to the previous night over 3,500
Cuban refugees had landed in Florida, commented that there was not
much the US could do to stop the flow. Mr Bushnell added that the
State Department were pressing for enforcing th

ouners, and that the US had seized three bo

1,500 or so boats in Havana. Mr Bowdl
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22. Mr Warne thought that even with the romised Libyan mone;
ggmz;c? would be in default by the end opray. The %S EmbasZ§
# Blanton thourht that default might come by May or June, but

r usbne{} thought that banks might go on looking the other way
and that financial adjustments by Venezuela might help Jamaica to
continue to muddle through. He thought the cumulative effect on

employment, for cxample, was the raw material for trouble and
disturbances in Jamaica.

Caribbean Security

23. It was agrecd that 23 May in London would be the date for the

next trilateral discussions with the Canadians on the above subject.

Mr Bushnell would be present for the US, and would hope to learn
from Mr Ridley at that time how his talks with Castillo Valdez about

Sglize had goue. Ur Werne reported that the Canadians would accept
2 lay.

Central America

24. lir Bowdler was very concerned sbout what the Sergeants were up
to and what the Cubans might be up to with the Sergeants in Suriname.
Recent reports brought the Sergeants' intentions into doubt. The
U had been relying on the Dutch who had influence via their aid and
military assistauce, but the Dutch seemed to be inactive. The
Cubans had had agents in Suriname since early on and the US was
worried about a danger of another Grenada. IMr Bowdler thought the
Dutch too relaxed about the Cuban threat, though it had to be said
that the Cubans had not made any real advance in Suriname yet.

The coup had been an accidental one following a labour dispute

which had led to deaths. The Sergeants had had no defence and
thought they had better take over the Government in order to protect
their position. Their lawyers were very influential and had
communist connections. Initially, the President had held together
a difficult situation with a Parlisment under duress meeting and
deciding upon an amnesty. But now Parliament was not me - a
things were being run by the Council of
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= Vi R .
gaé ng{ gggdleflcontlnued that the previous government of Suriname
regime‘geh 1 keen to look towards the Caribbean. The present

. > seemed o think they should play a larger role, and there
was a potentially lsrge market for Caricom in Suriname. M Harding
noted that the subject had arisen in the NATO Latin American erts
Working Group, and in a similar group in the Buropean Community.
Le thought the HATO forum had the teeth and was the right one.
Mr Ridley thought the European community forum was also valuable.

.

26. Mr Bowdler said the Dutch Ambassador in Washington had raise
with him the compositions of the Suriname National Military Council
and the Cabinet. Both were weighted very heavily in favour of /
Creoles and almost ignored the almost equally large Indian communf$7=
a recipe for instability. Mr Harding raised the question of i
Suriname's neighbours and asked how recent developments in Paraman%bo
sat with Curagao and Aruba. lir Warne thought that the same sort of
problem could in fact arise in the Ne%herlaRQS‘Antilles. Surin X
had for years opeen a conservative country and even the Guyanese were
worried about the leftist orientation of the new : regime,
some of whose members had Marxist and Trotskyite bistories and w
sympathetic to the Cubsns. Mr Bowdler said that the State Dep:
did not want to exaggerate the problems. he thre
if LiMG could talk to the Dutch about E
Mr Ridley said this would be looked at:
play in brokering with the Dutch throu
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