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1. Mr Ridley has seen your suggested defensive 1ane

for use with the press should one be needed. He agrees

very strongly with Mr Harding's manuscript minute, that

News Department should avoid giving the impression that ub
they have answers too pat, and should in the first

instance merely offer to enquire. Mr Ridley believes

that News Department should pretend to know nothing about

any meeting, and should only initially use points 1 and 2.

9. He has also changed the answer to question 4 to read:

" 'Mr and Mrs Ridley were on a private
holiday. We do not know what they
talked about: it was purely a social
occasion.''
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