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& BRIEF No 26

Summary of points covered and position reached 4n Anglo-Argentine

talks.~ 3 . .

Essential Facts

1. Rome, July 1977 (0fficials)

Argentina: insists on full transfer of sovereignty but accepts
need for transitional period. Offers safeguards for
Islanders, but insists on gradual integration with
Argentina ]
suggests "mixed approach”, i.e. different solutions
for the Islands, the Dependencies and the maritime
zones. Makes clear that problem is self-determination,
not de-colonisation.

Comment: no conclusions. Both sides testing the water.

.
2. New York, December 1977 (Ministerial)

Argentina: presses 8 year joint adﬁﬁﬁisfraf1on plan, submitted
in September, togetﬁé? u1th » list of safeguards *or
Islanders and a request #6é'3ﬂthor1sataen for
Argentine interests to take over the Falkland Islands
Company. Econoﬁ%%’%mlkp thlon; gnutd be started
provided the s ‘ y
rejects joint
forward "mj
paper. Emp
inhabited
territ
and kril
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3. Lima, February 1978 (working groups)

(i) Politiical

Argentina:

UK:

Comment:

claims Islands do not generate continental shelves
and these are therefore outside scope of
negotiations.

rejects this. Puts forward plan to remove
sovereignty implications from Argentine occupation
of Thule.

stalemate on continental shelf and sovereignty.

Basis for advance on Southern Thule (see Brief No 13).

(ii) Economic Co-operation

Argentina:

UK:

Comment:

proposes the establishment of a tripartite (Argentina,
UK, Islander) organisation tc develop resources in
parallel to solution to sovereignty problem.
unenthusiastic. Revives paper put forward at New York.
no progress on either sovereignty or economic
co-operation. Argentines stressed that they were only
brepared to discuss economic co-operation as a package

involving sovereignty concessions.

4. Geneva, December 1978 (Ministerial)

Argentina:

UK:

Comment:

5. New York,

agrees proposals on Southern Thule and accepts some
maritime co-administration proposals (similar to their
own) in principle but rejects their being discussed
under the sovereignty umbrella. Insists on transfer
of sovereignty over Depéndenciés as pricé for
co-administration.

tables Southern Thule solution and paper on co-
administration of maritime zones.

progress on Southern Thule (subsequently dashed by
Islanders) but none elsewhere. No movement on

sovereignty.

March 1979 (officials)

Argentina:

.
agrees to operate in spirit of Southern Thule
agreement but refuses to discuss maritimezones in

isolation from territory.

-
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UK: insists on sovereignty umbrella over all discussions.

Comment: unproductive, even a step backward because of Argentine
disappointment on lack of Southern Thule.

r

6. New York, April 1980 (Ministerial, Island representative present)

Argentina: makes it plain that in future discussions they will
expect sovereignty to be discussed; and that no progress
towards practical economic cooperation in the area can be
made without a commitment to revise the sovereignty

position.

Argentines made fully aware on paramountcy of Islanders'

wishes.

Comment: exploratory talks only; no decisonq taken. Argentine/
Islander agreement on closer consultation on practical
programme. Both sides agreed to refer back to respective

Governments.
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