cec Mr. Pattison

PRIME MINISTER

NEB Chairmanship

The media coverage of Sir Arthur Knight's resignation, as

you will have seen, has so far not been too bad. However, Sir Keith

believes that he now needs to make a statement as soon as possible.

He will be speaking in the second reading debatg—;;-?HE“Tnﬂustf&

Bill on Monday afternoon, and provided by then he has established

that the other NEB Board members will go along with having Sir John

King as acting Chairman, he proposes to announce in his speech that

Sir John will take over temporarily.

I have told Industry that I am sure you will be content with

this. But I thought I should mention it to you. Content? 211
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As a matter of formality, I am also ensuring that CSD are

aware of what is going on.
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pp TIM LANKESTER

29 November 1980
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