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PRIME MINISTER

Derek Rayner now reports on the overall review of Government

Statistical Services. He recommends:

circulation of the report to Ministers; uf""’-

2. a personal minute from you covering the report. You

ke very rarely use personal minutes, and it might be better to

do this in the form of a letter from Clive;

- 7
l)h‘” 3. (st';ement to Pam about completion of the review

&
/lutﬁwﬁJ’
{V"P . Lord President and Minister of State;

and the scale of the proposals - either by you, or by'the
T o e et e )
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4. a target date of the end of March for decisions on

ATt
the recommendations within each Department; t"’.

5. publication of the report to Parliament and the public,

together with a detailed recommendation of the decisions
reached, in due course - preferably with the same timing as

the proposed White Paper on efficiency and waste; u/”—

6. CSD Ministers, assisted by John Boreham to oversee

implementation; \,”"-

o new instructions from you to Robert Armstrong about the

role of the Head of the Government Statistical Service - again

this is drafted as a personal minute from you but can easily

go in the form of a minute from Clive on your behalf.
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The Statistical Services were, in May 1979, costing £40 million

per annum and 8800 staff. The full recommendations would save

£20 million per annum and 1700 staff., Coupled with other work in
hand this could reduce the workforce to 6000 by 1984 at an annual

cost of £75 million.

Agree recommendations 1-7?
—
e
Agree that Clive should write to Ministers, and minute

Sir Robert Armstrong, on your behalf? hZﬁﬂ

Would you prefer CSD Ministers to make a statement

about completion of the Review? lJL “_: Wee ho
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