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You asked in your letter of 11 Jufie for advice on whether
the Prime Minister should send a mesSage to the organising
committee on the occasion of the unveiling of this memorial.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary believes that it
would be wise for the Prime Minister to decline Lord Bethell's
request, for the same reasons as she decided against accepting
his invitation to unveil the memorial. As you know, the Prime
Minister told Lord Bethell last year that permission to erect
a memorial on Crown Land was given on condition that the
inscription was uncontroversial and did not seek to impute guilt
to previous British Governments. This was accepted by the
organising committee, but at their subsequent press conference
Lord Bethell and Sir Bernard Braine were quoted 4s having made
their own views on the matter very plain. This will no doubt
be the case also at the dedication ceremony itself, when any
message from the Prime Minister would presumably be read out.

In view of the Written Answer given by the Prime Minister in

the Commons on 10 July 1980 (Hansard extract enclosed) Lord
Carrington considers that it would be a mistake for her to involve
herself in possible further controversy.
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The Prime Minister has seen your
letter to merof 23 June on this subject
and has accepted the advice therein.

I have spoken to Lord Bethell. He will
not be pursuing the idea of a Prime
Ministerial message for the opening
ceremony.

F. 'No Richards, Lsg..,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




