10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 15 September 1981
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Thank you for your letter of 1 September.

I have indeed received it personally and read it, I hope,
with true understanding. I do care very deeply about those to
whom the hunger strike has brought pain and bereavement, as I
do for all those in Northern Ireland who have suffered from

violence in whatever form that has taken.

You ask if you can come and see me. 1 hope you will
understand that I really do not mean to disappoint you and
Mrs. Lynch, but I am afraid I do not see how such a meeting
could help. I believe myself that the Government's posifion
has already been set out very clearly. But my officials are,
nevertheless, ready to explain it again carefully to anyone
to whom that would be of value. That of course extends, before
anyone else, to the families of the hunger strikers. If that
would be of any help to you, then it can be done with all speed.
But the fact is that the hunger strikers have no more to gain
for themselves by carrying on. I think many people now do
understand this. It is my hope that those whom the hunger
strikers trust will say so to them and that my writing to you
will help you to do so.
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Stephen Boys-Smith, Esq.,
Northern Ireland Office.







