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2 S IT BEGAN, BY THE VOLUNTARY
ACTION OF THE > S T IS TIME TO I iE DEEP WOUDS
AND FRESH DIVISIONS CAUSED BY THE STRIKE BOTE DE AND QUTSIDE
THE PRISONS, AND HELP TO BRING TO AN END THE VIOLENCE WHICH FOR
SO LONG HAD PREVENTED THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONQOI DEVELOP=-
¢IENT OF NORTHERN IRELAND.
2. ON OCTOBER 2 I SAID THAT I WOULD BE MAKING A STATEMENT
ABOUT THE DEVELOPHMENT OF THE PRISON SYSTE! TH MY PREDECESSOR

1805

el
AND I WERE ALWAYS DETERMINED TO BE REASONABLE AND FLEXIBLE AND
C

T0 SEEK IMPROVEMENTS WHERE Tt OULD BE MADE

CLEAR THAT WE WOULD WNOT T UNDER DURESS UNTIL

STRIKE HADE MOVEMENT IN Bl NOW IT IS UVER, I WANT

MY PART IN SEEKING RECONC N AND AN END TO VIOLEHNCE

INTRODUCING CHANGES ALONG Ti NES SET OUT BY MY PREDECES
ON 30 JUNE AND 8 JULY.

3. I MUST MAKE IT Qi :OLEAR WHAT M NOT PARED TO DO. THE
PROTESTORS' VIEWS ON WORK AND ASSOCI! N ARE NOT COMPATIBLE WITH

-
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HAVE LOST REMISSIGN (
ACTS AGAINST PRISON ERS OR OTHER $
THE AMOUNT OF LOST REMISSION WHICH MAY BE RESTORED WILL
BE INCREASED TO A MAXIMUM OF 50 PER CE! IE. THOSE WHO
HAVE ALREADY QUALIFIED FOR THE EARLIER 20 PERCENT RESTORATION
WILL GAIN A FURTHER 30 PERCENT, AND THOSE WHO NEWLY QUALIFY
WILL GAIN THE FULL 50 PER CEXNT
THE NEW SCHEME, LIKE THE PRESENT ONE, WILL APPLY ONLY
AFTER A PERIOD OF 3 MONTHS' CONFORMITY WITH PRISON
RULEZS. HOWEVER AS A GESTURE OF GOODWILL I AM PREPARED
EXCEPTIONALLY, TO ENSURE THAT THE FIRST ELIGIBL
PRISOMERS CAlN BE HOME BY CHRISTMAS.
THE NEW SCHEME APPLIES TO PAST BEHAVIOUR. IT DOES HOT MEAN
THAT PRISONERS WHO IN THE FUTURE LOSE REMISSION FOR BREACHES
OF PRISON RULES WILL HAVE LOST REMISSION RESTORED.

7. ASSOCIATION (UNDERLINED)
co

ONFORMING PRISONERS ALREADY HAVE MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR MIXIVG
ANOTHER AT MEALTIMES, WORK, EXERCISE, AND

| ot |

FOR EXPANSION HERE
PROVISION FOR PR

ASSOCIATION 1IN

= |

WILL B REQUIRED.

d. THE GOVERNMENT HAS MADE ! THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF
PRISON SYSTEM IS A CONTIN ; 58S: IN PARTICULAR THAT THE
POSSIBILITY OF WIDENIHG COl # WORK IN THE PRISONS CAN BE
EXAMINED WITHIN CERTAIN | LIMITS. THERE ARE OBVIOUS
PRACTICAL AND FINANCIAL LIV TIONS ON WHAT CAN BE ANGED.

HERE I SHOULD LIKE TO PAY TRIBUTE TO PRISON OFFICIALS FOR SUCCESS-
FULLY MAINTAINING AN ENLIGHTENE TEM FOR CONFORMING PRISONERS

WHILE COPING WITH THE GREAT STRESS AND STRAIN OCCASIONED BY THE
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SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND'S STATEMENT ON THE MAZE HUNGER
STRIKE: SATURDAY, 3 OCTOBER, 1981: 1740 HOURS

I welcome today's news from the Maze Prison., The Government
declared the principles by which it is guided in its administration
of Northern Ireland prisons, and having done so, held to them. But it
has been greatly saddened by the loss of life and injuries suffered in
the community during recent months and by the pain that yet more

families have had to bear,. The community owes much to those -

churchmen and laymen alike - who have spoken out against those who

have sought to exploit the suffering of others.

The road to and the search for peace so clearly and tragically
set back by the hunger strike can now be resumed. I and my
predecessors have always made clear that further developments on the

prison regime will be possible once duress is removed.

Lord Gowrie and I return to Belfast in the morning. I shall be

making a statement in the course of next week.
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