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SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE HOME DEPARTMENT

British Nationality Act 1981

3 s I agree that the new Nationality Act should take effect
on 1 January 1983 as you propose in your letter of

19 November. The timing suits us well. As I understand the
plan, the intention is that the bulk of the work you outline
will have been completed by the summer of 1982. That should
give us the time we need during the second half of next year
to complete our discussions with the dependent territories,
and to ensure that they and our consular officers at posts
abroad are completely familiar with the new procedures before
commencement.

2. In addition, a 1 January commencement will be a help to
those who have to administer the new nationality law in years
to come, as the Act will apply to children born at any time
from the beginning of 1983. This was the pattern of the
British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act 1914 which took
effect on 1 January 1915, and the British Nationality Act

1948 which came into force on 1 January 1949. It is preferable
to a commencement at some intermediate date during 1982 which
would have caused the nationality of children born during that
year to be determined by different legislation depending on
whether they were born before or after the Act came into effect.
3 I also agree that the date of commencement should be made
public by an early arranged Parliamentary Question as you
suggest.

4, I am copying this minute to the recipients of yours.
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(CARRINGTON)
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

25 November 1981
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Rt Hon William Whitelaw CH MC MP

Secretary of State

Home Office

50 Queen Anne's Gate

London SW1H 9AT 3 December 1981

BRITISH NATIONALITY ACT 1981: DATE OF COMMENCEMENT

Thank you for copying to me your letter of .¥9 November to
Peter Carrington, whose reply of.25 November I have seen,
about the date of the commencement of this Act.

I am content with your proposals. As you say, this is a

complex and important piece of legislation and I can well under-
stand your wish to get the proparatory work right. I make only
two comments. The first is that the cost of the preparatory

and indeed longer term work will have to be contained within

the control totals agreed recently by Cabinet. I also assume
that the increased level of receipts from charges to recover

the full costs of documents for naturalisation and registration
will become effective from 1 April 1982, and be quite separate
from the date of commencement for the main legislation.

I am copying this letter to those who received copies of yours.

LEON BRITTAN







