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EL SALVADOR: MESSAGE FROM ™R HAIG
1., THE AMERICAN EMBASSY HAVE DEL IVERED THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE
FROM MR HAIG TO THE SECRETARY OF STATEq

BEGINS 'DEAR FOREIGN SECRETARYq

AS YOU K%OW, THE SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT HAS CONYOKED
COMST ITUENT ASSEMBLY ELECT|ONS FOR MARCH 28 AND HAS INVITED
FCORE |GN GOVERNMENTS TO SEND OBSERVERS 7O wWITHESS THE ELECT IONM
PROCESS. EIGHT POLITIC AL PARTIES ARE CURRENTLY PARTICIPATING IN
THE ELECT|ON PROCESS AND A BROAD RANGE OF INDEPENDENT GROUPS IN—
CLUDING THE SALVADORAN BISHOPS COUNCIL, THE EMPLOYERS'

ASSOC [ATIOM AND THE LABOR=CAMPES INO ORGANISATION, THE POPULAR
DEMOCRAT IC UNION, WAVE ALL SUPPORTED THE ELECTION PROCESS AND
VAGED SALVADORAN CITIZENS TO VOTE.

ELECT IONS ARE AN IMPORTANT FIRST STEP TOWARDS A PEACEFUL AND
DEMOCRAT IC SOLUTION IN EL SALVADOR, AND TOWARD ENDING THE TRAGIC
HISTORY OF YIOLENCE IN THE COUNTRY. YOU WILL RECALL THAT THE
ORGAN|SAT ICH OF AMERICAN JTATES LAST MONTH ENDORSED THE
SALYADOLAN ELECTION PROCESS BY AN OVERWHELMING 223 YOTE AND
URGED MEMBER STATES TO SEND ELECT ION OBSERVERS. ON JANUARY 27,
AT THE OCCASION OF THE IMAUGURATION OF HONDURAN PRESIDENT SUAZD
IN TEGUCIGALPA, THE UNITED STATES, COLCMBIA AND VENEZIUELA JOINED
THE THREE MATIONS OF THE NEWLY FORMED CENTRAL AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC
COMMUNITY 1% A NEW DECLARATION OF SUFPORT FOR EL SALVADOR'S

ELECTORAL PROCESS.
THE UNITED STATES iS5 RESPONDIYG POSITIVELY TU THE SALVADORAN

RELUEST BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THAT INTERNAT IONAL OBSERVERS ARE
IMPORTANT QUARANTEES AGAINST THOSE EXTREME ELEMENTS WHICH WISH TO
CORRUPT THE PROCESS TYROUGH INTIMIDATION AND: WIOLENCE.

| HOPE THAT YOUR COVERMMENT WILL JOIN WITH THE UNITED STATES
AND LATIN AMER|CAN DEMOCRAGCIES IN ENCOURAGING THE DEVELOFMENT OF
K DEHEHATIE PROCESS IM EL SALVADOR BY SENDING ELECT |OH
OBSERVERS, YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO A PEACEFUL AND MODERATE DEMO-
CRATIC OUTCOME IM EL SALVADOR HAS IMPORT:NT IMPLICATIONS FOR THE
POSSIEILITIES OF PROMOT ING NON-EXTREMIST SOLUTIONS IN ALL OF

CENTRAL AMERICA,
| LOOK FORWARD TO THE OPPORTUNITY TO SEE YOU SOON IN MADR 1 D

SINCERELY, ALEXANDER M HAIS, JR."'  END3,
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