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COWFLDENTIAL

JUF TELNC 70 TO EUALA LUMPOR, EL SALVATAOR

1« I HAVE DECIDED THAT W LD RCCE THE SALVADOREAH

GOVERNMERNT'S INVITATION TOD EEND (QOBEERVERS TD THE FORTHCLMIHG

ELECTIONS. e T
EETETLNNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE ‘BY WRITTEN ANSWERS IO

FARLIAMENTARY QUESTIOHS IN BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT AT 1700 GMT

0¥ WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUART. THE TEXT O0F THE AMNSWERS WILL 3E

TELEGHAPHED SEPARATELY. YOU WILL 3SEE THAT I HAVE MADE OUR DECISION

SUBJECT TO SATISFACTORY SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS.

3. I WISH TO LET SECIETARAY HAIC KNCW IN CONFIDENCE IN ADVANCE

OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT. Y¥OU SHOULD THEREFORE ARRANGE TO DELIVER

THE TEAT OF THE MESIACGE IN MIFT TO HIM, IF POSSIBLE -IN PEERSOM,;

AS 200N AS POSSIELE ON THE MORNING (YOUR TIME) OF WEDNESDATY

17T FEBREUARY .

L. IH DELIVERING THE MESSAGE ¥OU ZHOUOLD MAKE CLEAd T3 HAIG THAT

WE SHALL, AS PROMISED IN MY MESSAGE, TAKE ACTION IN 20NN, ROME

BEOSSELS AND OTTAWA OQNCE THE ANNJUDHNCEMENT HAS EEEN MADE TO EHSUTRE

THAT THESE GOVERNMENTE HAVE AN EARLY OPPCRTUNITY TO CONSIDER

THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE UK DECISION AND THE REASONS FOR WHICH

IT WAS TAEEN. WE ARZ ALSO PROPOSING TO TAKE ACTION IN SELECTED

LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBHEAN CAPITALS TC INFOHAM COVERNMENTI

OF OUR ACTION.

5. WE EXPECT CUONSIDEAABLE PUBELIC INTEREST AND CRITICISM HERE AS

S00N AS THE NEWS BREAKS. X0 DOUBT THE ANERICAN EMBASSY HERE

WILL BE REBORTIND' REACTIONS B0T YOU SHOULD LEAVE THE STATE

DEPARTMENT IN NJ COOBT AROOT THE DOMESTIC COST OF OUR. SUPPOART

IN THIZ.
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PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING PERSDNAL MESSAGE FROM ME TO HAIG:
BEGINS '"THANE ¥OU FOR YOUR MESSACE OF © FEERUARY.

YOO WILL BE PLEASED TO LEAHN THAT WE HAYE DECIDED TD SEND
OBESERVERS TO THE SALVADOAEAN ELECTICNZ RS LOWG AS WE CAN BE SURE
A80UT THEIR PERSONAL SECURITY. AN ANNOUNCEMENWT TQ THIS
EFFECT WILL BE MADE TO PARLIAMENT AT 1700 LONDON TIME WEDNESDAY
17 FEERUARY. I AM SURE YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT CUR BECISIDH

MUST REMAIN CONFINENTEAL ONTIL THE ARMNOGUNCEMENT HiS-PFEEN MADE.

WE BHALL OF COURSE INFORM THE SALVADOREAN GOQVERNMENT
AND OUR EC PARTNERS ONCE PARLIAMENT HAS BEEN CIVEH THE MEWS.

I INTEND 70 INSTROCT OUR EMBASESIES IN & HUMEER OF APPROPRIATE
CAPITALS TO INFORM OTHER OOVERNMEHTS OF QUER DECTSION AMD THE
REASONS WHICH LIE EEHIND IT 30 THAT THEY CAN STODY THE IMPLICA=
TIONE FOR THEM OF OUR RESFOMSE. I HOPE AS & RESULT THAT JOME COF
THEM MAY DECIDE TO SEND OBIERYERS ALSO.

WE SHALL MAKE CLEAR TO PARLIAMENT AMD THE PUBLIC THAT DUR
OBSERVERS WILL BE OF INDEPENDENT PUBLIC STANDING AND WILL BE
EXPECTED TO REPORT WITHOUT BIAS IN THE LIGHT OF THEIR DWN
DASERVATIORS. WE SHALL UNDERTAEE IO MAEE THEIR REPORT PUSBLILC.
Yoo WILL«KPPRECIATE THAT THERE CAN BE N3 GUARANTEE THAT
THELR REFORT WILL BE FAVOURABLE.

HE SHARE YOUR DESIRE THAT THERE SROULD BE & DENMOCERATIC
POLETICAL SOLOTION TO THE SITUATION IN 2L SALVABROR. LEFT WING
ELEMENTS SHOULD ¥O7T BE GIVEM THE OPPCRATUNITI TQ EXERCISE AY¥
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CFFECTIVE VETD OVER THAT PROCESZ. WE HOPE THAT THE ELECTIONS
WILL PROYE T0 BE A& POSITIVE STEPF TOWARDS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
FEAMANENT DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN EL SALVADOR AND THAT THEX
NILL PAVE THE WAY TO A MORE JUST AND STAELE SOCIETY THERE.
BUT CUR OBSERVEHRS WILL JUDGE AS THEY FIND.
1 HOPE THAT WE CAN XEEP IN THE CLOSEST TOUCH OVER EVEMTS
I¥ FL SELVADOR AT THIZ IMPORTANT AND DELICATE TIME.' ENDS
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