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ACCOUNT OF EVENTS FROM 16 = III = 1982, DAVIDHOFF AFFAIR,

1 The South Georgia Megistrate made an inspection of Leith
Harbour and was transported there by one of H.M.3, Endurance's
helicopters. No ships were deteoted. A notice, previoualy prepared
on base, was deposited in the Villa, It was about 1m x 80cm, white
with prominent red and black lettering and read 'BRITISH ANTARCTIC
SURVEYae e LEITH FIELD STATION, .,UNAUTHORISED ENTRY FROHIBITED, . ENTRADA
PROHIBIDA SIN AUTORISACION ' thence the pseme last line in russiaen,
polish and french.

24 A field party was despatohed to Carlita Bay to procede to
Leith to put in order, repeir, generally iuprove, eto the new B.A.S.
depot in the Customs House at Leith, The 0ld depot was to be removed
and it was intended that the notice be dlaplayed outside the new

one. Some spanish communicatinons were heard on channel 16 V.l.P. that
day (18 - III),

N The field party discovered the ship Bahia Buen Suceso in
Leith Harbour and reported to Grytviken at 16:30 on 19 - III,
Detalls wero cbtained and trunsmitted to H.EZ.G.F.I. by a radio

link esteblighed to H.M.5. Endurance. The Cable and Vireless pre-
arrenged emorgency listening frequency appeared nct to have besn
attended as contact could not be established with them, twc hours
vare lost in consequence, 1/0387/82 refers. At approximetely 20:30
the Director of B.A.S., then on board R.R.S. Bransfield was informed
in as far es possible in plain izzngungo. Communication with H.E.G.F.I,
and H.M.8. Endurance was maintained to 01:00 on the 20th, details
were passed and another eoantact arranged for 07:00, 20th.

Le The field party was contacted again on the 20th at 07:00
and asked to stand by while information was received from Stanley.
A communication from H.E.G.F.I, was then received and relayed to

the ship by the field party. It was received by a person describing
himgelf as 'Ceptain Briatore's. There had bean shooting the previous
evening and agein in the morning, probebly to take reindeer.

Owing to this and other circumstancca the field party returned, as
ordered by the Maglsteato, to Carlita Bay for collectlon.

5e A detalled acoount of thelr observations was prepared
after an interview et Grytviken and is attached as is a copy of the
communication relayed from H.E.G.F.I.




ACCOUNT QF INTRAVIEW OF LUIT! HARBOUR FIERLD PARTY 16!15 20 - III - 1962,

The party, conalsting of four wen (T. Ldwards, Be Lookwood, N, Shaw
end . Banner), had been collected fram Carlita Bay at 14:00 and
returned to King Rdward Point at 15:40.

The party aprroached Loith larbour from Stromness by
orcasing the dividing hills near Hansen Point, at about 14:30 en
19 - III - 82, From the top of the pass a ship was noticed moored
alongside the plor near tho Villa., Thw party csntinued to the
station and was met by two men near the cemetery bridge. Greetings
were exchanged but no other communicaticn owing to lack of english
by the Argentines. The party continued to the whaling station being
followod by the grooters’s They arrived at the Villa and enterud.
A table get for twelve and a similar number of men were found., A
reindeor was being barbecued outsides About £ifty men were in the
viecinity, some wearing civilien clothes and others in'para~military
'Alpine' type white uwniforss. An Argentine flag was flying from
cutside an adjacent switoh tower. The British Antarctic Survey
notice was seen where it had been deposited on 16th but it had been
defnced; Arzentine being substituted for British.

e
Two of the party (T.B. and N.8.) procggod to the ship,
\
Bohia Buen Sucesn, and esked for the Captein. Thoy went on board
and informed the Coptein that they rooresented the British Anterotio

Survey, that hig presence at Leith Harbour was 1llezal under Maritime
end Falklgrd Islands law and that he should proced to Grytviken, tho
vort of entry, ix'_;adiafé.y. The Captain countor—clained that he had
clearance from the British Forelgn 0ffice, two days age, to go
dircotly to Lelthe llo waa reminded that the Villa was B.A.C.
accounodation and contained food atc forr BeA.S usee An offor was
received to provide [{ood and accomuodatlion on board which was
deolined.

The party re-joined outside the Villa. It hal been
noted that a powerful radlo transuitter wus Installed there and that
preparations fof establishing an eleotricity supply were underwaye

The party proceded to tho Customs louse where the outer
door was found recently gmashed in and six of the eight B.A.8s food
boxes opened with thelt contents in digordere Another offer of
accomodntion, from the Villa group, was received and declinod.
The 1llogality of shooting Reindeor was indicated at this tine,.

o pots etec were in the Customs louse and aftor an unsuccesaful
attenpt to obtala these from the Villa pome ucwsble things were
gatherod from the abandoned whaling atation moss.




0
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At about 16:30 n radlo contect was mede to Grytviken when
detalls were briefly given and another contact arranged for 17:10,
At this timo about five shots were heard at ten minute intorvels.
Deapite much local inquisitivencss the party rompined the night in

the Customs llouso, in radic contact to 235:00,

They arose at 05:30 breakfnsted end resumed radio contact
at 07:00 and, at the requeat of Grytviken again at 07:30 when the
mossage from Hol.G.F.Is (copy attached) for the ship was passed.
Tho message vas propared by T.E. and talzen to the foot of the
gangvay where an english-speaking officer was asked for. 'Captain
Briatore' arrived and the mossage was roceived and understood.
T.8. was informed that Davidhoff was not on board snd that the
ship had presents (frosh frult and vegetablos) from him for the
British Anterotisc Survey. Ile edvisod that the ship should procede
to Grytviken to deliver thesee Information was also obteined that
the shore party (twelve men in the Villa ?) intended to remain
about sixteen weeks., No information sbout the ghip's movements
vas foerthooming, .

It was noticed that more bunks had been estalblislied in
the Villa and that work had oommenced vary earlye In the vicinity
were threo arc welders, two lamxohos:‘,:e large cargo container; at
least thirty~five people and it was notloed that a pipeline (water or

fucl) was belng conneoted and the ship's cranes were in use.

The party departed af 08:15 after securing a ocupboard and
intornal door of the Customs llouse with pad-locks. The Argentine
flag was lowered at about this time. %hile departing and passing
through the station several small fires were seen and it appsared
that a large number of roughly dresasd workers were being left to
more or lose fend for themselves with litile supervisicns Many of
thon appeared to be privately lootinge. Another two shots were heard.

The party proceded to lusvik and Carlita Bay for collection
without incident. They were in regular rrdio contact during the day.

Acoount prapared by R.K. Heedlande Seen and cojeurved

with by; '\3 . | Y Lf S/(-vvb-\ Kb Mo 8
\% B%:cm:ood. g

T, Rdwardss Ne. Shawe Re Banners
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MESSAGE RMCEIVED FROM HoEoGoF,I. FOR TRANSMISSION TO LEITH HARBOUR
FIFLD PARTY FOR THE ARGENTINE SHIF;
YOU HAVE LANDED ILLEGALLY AT LEITH WITHOUT OBTAINING PROPER CLEARANCE.,

YOU AND YOUR PARTY MUST GO BACK ON BOARD THE BAHIA BUEN SUCESU IMMEDIATELY
AND REPORT TO THE BASE COMMANDER GRYTVIKEN FOR FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS.

YOU KUST REMOVE THE ARGENTINE FLAG FROM LETITH.
YOU MUST NOT INTERFERE WITH THE BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY DEPOT AT LEITH,
YOU MUST NOT ALTER OR DEFACE THE NOTICES AT LEITH,

NO MILITARY PERSONNRL ARE ALLOWED T0 LAND ON SOUTH GEORGIA.
NO FPIRE ARM3 ARE TO BE TAKEN ASHORE.

ENRDS.

The message was delivered by Trefor lidwards th ‘Captain Briatore'
at 08:00 on 20 - III -1982
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6. Details were passed to H.M.S. Endurance on the evening

of 20th. The Magistrate was asked about the possibility of keeping

the ship under observation and advised that the matter was econsidered
vital, It was suggested that observations could be made from the

pass over Jason Harbour. This was agreed and a party was arranged to depart
on the 21at.

Te The Director was advised of developments and concurred
with what was intended. An observation party, R.K. Headland and
P.Stark, was gstationed on the pass at about 11:30. They were
equipped with binoculars, a squadcall transceiver and a V.H.F. set.
The Bahia Buen Suceso was scen clearly at Leith, in the same place
as described by the field party. Occasional emissions of smoke
occurred throughout the day. Owing to the position of the ship
most shore activity was obscured from view. One of the observation
party was fluent in spanish and monitored the ship to shore V.H.F.
communications. From this it was dotermined the shore party had
invited the ships captain to lunch, that fueling of the shore base
vas to be completed before the ships intended departure at 16:00,
and that it was intended to shoot another reindeer as the skin on
a former was of poor quality. This was relayed to Grytviken and
thence to H.M.S. Endurance generally within the hour. Surveillance
was maintained to 18:00 that evening, N. Shaw replaced R.K.H.

in the afternoon (16:00). The observation party spent the night

at Jason Harbour hut and reported a ships siren sounding at sbout
19:00. This was probably the departure of the ship, a little late.

8. The observation party climbed the pass early on the 22nd.
They reported that the ship had sailed and were asked to remain
at their post.

Qs The French yeeht, 'Cing Gars Pour', which had arrived

at Grytviken on 14 - III, vwas cautioned by the liagistrate not to
procede to Stromness Bay and reminded that permission must be

obtained to visit most areas of the ialand and provided with a copy
of the Conservation Ordinance of 1975. Completely disregarding this
she salled from Xing Edward Cove at about 09:30 and was seen by

the observation party in Stromness Bay at 10:45. She sailed directly
to the Jetty at Leith where six of the shore party were waiting to
recaive her. She rendered assistance in racovering a lost small-oraft
for the shore party and later moored agsinst the Leith Jetty.

104 All available slides and photographs were devoloped and
printed at Grytviken that evening., They wore propared for display

on .M.8, Endurance's arrival.
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114 The observation party desoribed operations involving 2001

0il druns and a sort of tractor with a yellow erane arm in operation,
No more than gix men wore seen on the Leith Jetty ot any times The
eraft which the Franch rescusd was described as a red landing barge,

it had apparently got loose and blown towards the Busen Peninsula

near the shore below the observation party's location. The wind
direction at the time wag apprppriate for this. A red launch was

also scen against the Leith Jettys The observation party was collected
fron Jason Harbour in the eveuning of 22nd.

12, At the request of H.M.S, IEndurance the observation post

was manned again on the 23rd. Everything (4ncluding the yachs)

present previously remained. An attempt to contast the yacht by
V.i.F. to order her return to Grytviken met no responsa. Deterioration
in the weathsr rendered observatlions impossible at about 12:00 and

tha field party roturned to Jason Harbour hut,

135 Linson with the Direcetor was maointained on 23rd and it was
noted that events on South Goorgia ware described on the B.B.Cs
world service. 3.A.8. and I.7.V. field parties around the 1sland

wera kept informied of ovents during their normal radio contscts,

1le At 13;00 on 23-III/8isnal waa recelived fron HeR.G.F. T,
It was dacyphered by 14:00 and tals report completed shortly
al'terwards awaiting tomorrows ovents.

R.#, Heudland.

Repoit saan; ‘i%f%\Q,

3. Martin.
Hagistratoe,
25 = II1 = 1982,






