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EL SALVADOR ELECTIONS

1. THERE WAS A LARGE AND ENTHUSIASTIC POLL IN YESTERDAY"S
SALVADOREAN ELECTIONS, VERY EARLY RESULTS (10 PERCENT OF POLL)

AT 12007 GIVE CHAISTIAN DEMOCRATS &0 PERCENT, ARENA 30 PERCENT,
PCN 15 PERCENT, ACCION DEMOCRATICA 10 PERCENT AND PPS/POP 5
PERGENT. TURNOUT SSTIMATED TO BE IN IXCESS OF 50 PERCENT EXCEEDING
EVEN THE JUNTA®™S EXPECTATIONS.

3. THERE WAS SOME VIOLENCE THRAOQUGHOUT THE DAY BUT THIS DID

MOT AFFECT THE MAJORITY OF YOTING CENTRES, THERE WA3 SPORADIC
SHOOTING 15 THE CAPITAL AND OME INCIDENT THERE IN WHICH A30UT

A DOZEM BUERRILLAS WERE WILLED, GUEARRILLA VIOLEMCE |30QLATED

THE PROVINCIAL TOWM OF USULUTAN WHICH | WAS UNABLE TO ENTER,

I & SMALL NUMBER OF VILLAZES IN THE GUERRILLA=HELD AREAS,

YOTING WAS WOT POSSIBLE. AN ESTIMATED S5 PERCENT OF THE ELECTORATE
WAS THUS PREVENTED FROM YOTING, THERE WAS 30ME EVIDENCE OF THREATS
TO YOT|NG COMMITTEES 3Y THE GUERRILLAS AND BURNING OF BUSE3
UNDOUBTEDL REDUCED PARTICIPATICN IR COUNTRY AREAS,

9, THE PATIENT AND COOD=HUMOURED QUEVES OF THOUSANDS OF VOTERS
WHO 3TOOD FOR HOURS [N THE WEAT (AND OFTEM WALKED MANY MILE3Z TO
GET THERE) INDICATED CLEARLY THE PEOPLE®S WISH FOR ELECTIONS,
ADMINISTRATION OF THE POLLING CENTRES WAS ON THE WHOLE SATISFACTORTY,
AT TIMES THE CUMBERSOME ELECTORAL PROCEDURE AND THE LACK GOF
EXPERIENCE CAUSED ZRROR3. HOWEVER | RECEIVED NO SUGBESTIONS OF
FRAUD OR INTERFERENCE BY ARMY,

&, | SPENT ELECTION DAY PARTLY IN CAPITAL AND PARTLY YISITING
PROVINCES OF LA UMION, SAN MIGUEL, AND USULUTAN, IN THE

TWC PREVIOUS DAYS, | TOURED THE NORTHEANM PROVINCES OF SANTA ANA,
SONSONATE, LA LIBERTAD AND MORAZAM. IN SAN FRANCISCO DE BOTERA
WHICH BORDERS GUERRILLA=MELD AREA, | VISITED THE 3RITISH MUNS
(Yous TELEGRAMS NUMBER T1 AND 77) AND FOUND THEM IN GOOD FORM

AND NOT INTESESTED. | CHECKED AGAIN LAST NIGHT 3Y PHONE A3

THERE HAD BEEN SHOOTING ON THE CUTSKIRTS OF THEIR TOWN AND THEY

WERE 3J4FE,
fe.
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5. THE BRITI3H OBSERVERS HAVE YISITED A WIDE AREA OF THE COUNTRY
AND HAVE BEEN PLEASED WITH WHAT THEY SdAw, THEY HMAVE MAD COMPLETE
FREEDCM AND COGFERATION FROM THE AUTHORITIES. THEY WERE IMPRESSED
A3 WERE THE MANY OTHER OBSERVERS BY THE LARGE TURNOUT, THE

ANXIETY OF THE PEQPLE TO PARTICIPATE AND THE ASSENCE 50 FAR OF

ARY EVIDENCE OF FRAUD.

6. |N GEKERAL, THE RESULT HAS BEEN A VICTOARY FOR HOLDING ELECTIONS
IND A DEFEAT FOR THE GUERRILLAS' ATTEMPTS TO PREVENT THEM,
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