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These reports are ‘a matter of the greatest

Cand such act]on by Argenttna, wh1ch 1s both provocat1ve

the c1rcumstances, can lead only to a

angerous 1ncrease,1n tenSJOns.-'-’x ":u:

f Georg1a, we cannot accept that they should
Pema1n there 1llegally.{ Th1rd we have sought'throughout to

obta1n the cooperat1on of the Argenttne Governﬁknt in arrangtng

b Y

,.This rema1ns our: 1;m‘bbject%ve:—'1t is a matter of the deepest
1;regret that ‘the Argent1ne Government have been unable so far to
respond pos1t1vely to the proposals wh1ch we. have put to them.
We are however cont1nu1ng our efforts and have aaaﬁh'offered
further d1scuss1ons 1n order to brtng this incident to a
_rat1onal mutually acceptable and peaceful conclus1on.

. |
1 hope that the Argent1ne Government will respond to th1s

l1n1t1at1ve and will recogn1se, even at this late stage, that
'”"aiconfrontation 1s in nobody's. interests. But I should make

clear aga)n to th1s House . that we are committed to the defence

oijr1t15h terr1tory ‘and that the people of the Falkland iw

Islands w1llxcont1nue to have our full and unst1nt1ng support
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‘ WHAT EVIDENCE IS THERE THAT ARGENTINES ARE SEEKING CONFRONTATION?

.:1. There are reports of substant)al Argentine naval movements

Jin the Apeal, T i 4
l‘ \ 3 ' yrine -
R R Lo . .
h

' H

NHERE EXACTLY? "

W,

;}; Reports refer to the deployment of a cons1derable number

’of Argent1ne uarships, 1nclud1ng an a1rcraft carr1er, destroyers

“'HMS ENDURANCE'S POSITION: IS SHE STILL STANDING BY OFF
SOUTH GEORGIA? :

4. 1 can make no comment on that. (If pressed) But the
House may rest assUred.that HMS Endurance is being deployed to
best effect. 1

s v

-10THER RN DEPLOYMENT? SUBMARINES° %

’5.‘- 1 can' add noth1ng to uhat my hon Friend said on 30 March.
But I.repeat that we are comm1tted to support and defend the

“WHAT ACTION ARE YOU TAKING fO RESOLVE THE SITUATION’
‘ 2
6.

et We are press1ng ahead f1rmly wWith
: initiative. (1f pressed)
~—_bressed

Argentine Foreign M1n1ster

a8 diplomatic

Our Ambassador isieeeing the
today.

SPECIAL EMISSARY?
———-a> EMISSARY

~7. That ﬁs an option under consideration

MEDIATION BY OTHéR COUNTRIES?
\.

asking

solution

EN'S POSf
TEN'S POSITION BE REGULARISED?

9. "By their departure or through their obtaining the

.proper authorwty




1S 1T TRUE THAT THERE ARE'MILITARY ARGENTIN1AN PERSONNEL OK
SOUTHERN THULE? = . | /5F& i :

tut becavse of ithe nature of their scientific research we

FALXLAND 1SLAKDS: SOUTH GEORGIA: ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY

YHY MAKE TH1S FUSS ABOUT SOUTH GEORGIA AND NOT SOUTHERN THULE?

As soon as we'discovered*the presencé of the 51]ega1 Argentine
base on Southern Thulel‘we prolested vigorously to the
Argentinesl We have, since then,repeatedly made clear our
position to the Argentines through dip]omatic'channe]s,

most recently in Nr Luce's talks with them in February.

But it is our firm view that such disputes should be solved

by peaceful negotiation.” This is the policy we have - “':.
101]oued over Southern Thule and South Georgla It is not

for me to speculate on why the Argentlnes have reacteﬁ in=

the manner they have over South Georgla. AR

"
¥ 3
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At ihe.end of 1976. We do not know when 1ﬁg§‘arr§ved thexre,

but we assume that they had been there for some' time..
S h o T e : 3 R =

Y e understznd that it is an Argentinian scientific station

undersiand that military personnel are involved.

%HY HAVE YOU MADE SUCH A FUSS OVER SOUTH GEORGIA WEEN YOU ARE

CORNTENT TO TURK A BLIND EYE TO THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN THULE?

1 hzve said we have repeatedly made clear our position 10

ihe Argentinians about the position on Southern Thule.

~1F PHESSED: That is a question for the previouvs Government

j1 was ip 1976 ihat their presence was discovered_/
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SOUTH GEORGIA AFFAIR - AR Sngialt i ' < P

IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS SPOKESMAN SAID THAT THE UK GOVERNMENT'S
POLICY ON THE PRESENCE OF ARGENTINE SCRAP DEALERS ON SQOUTH GEORGIA
WAS AS STATED BY LORD CARRINGTON AND MR LUCE IN THEIR PARLIAMENTARY
STATEMENTS ON 30 MARCH, MR LUCE HAD SAID THAT THE MEN CouLDp REGULAR-

ISE THEIR POSITION E|]THER BY LEAVING SOUTH GEORGIA OR BY REGISTERING

THEIR PRESENCE ACCORDING TO PROPER PROCEDURE, SPOKESMAN DEGLINED TO
GO INTO THE CONTINUING DIPLOMﬁTlC_EXCHANGES WITH THE ARGENT INE -

IN THE_COMMONS HAD REFERRED TO THIS OCCURRENCE AND THERE wAS NO
INDICATION OF ANY FURTHER ARGENTINE RE INFORCEMENT OR SUPPLY S |NCE
25 MARCH. SPOKESMAN WAS ASKED ABOUT REPORTS THAT THE UNITED STATES
COVERNMENT WAS BEING ASKED TO MEDIATE. HE REPLIED THAT THE UK
GOVERNMENT WAS KEEPING ITS PARTNERS INFORMED AND HOPED THEY wouLD
USE THEIR GOOD OFFICES T0 URGE RESTRAINT, BUT THERE HAD BEEN NO
SPECIFIC REQUESTS FOR MEDIATION, SPOKESMAN CONFIRMED THAT MR LUCE
HAD POSTPONED HIS DEPARTURE -FOR ' MEXICO BUT HOPED TO BE ABLE
TO_REINSTATE THE VISIT. SPOKESMAN wAS NOT 1IN A POSITION TO ANNOUNCE
DATES TODAY. X :

SPOKESMAN WAS ASKED ABOUT THE |LLEGAL PRESENCE OF ARGENTINES ON
ANOTHER FALKLAND |SLAND DEPENDENCY SOUTHERN THULE. HE REPLIED THAT -
THE UK GOVERNMENT HAD REPEATEDLY PROTESTED TO THE ARGENT INE
GOVERNMENT ABOUT THIS PRESENCE, THE MOST RECENT OCCAS]ON BEING DURING
THE TALKS WITH THEM IN NEW YORK IN FEBRUARY THIS YEAR. THE UK
GOVERNMENT'S LEGAL POSITION ON THIS MATTER wAS FULLY PROTECTED.






