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OPERATION JOURNEYMANS 1977

- 1. You asked me for a talking point for use defensively
at this evening's press conference on measures taken in
1977 by the previous Government to forestall indications
that the Argentines might be considering intervention in
the Falkland Islands {ppever: Jomienuan),

2. I submit a defensive talking point and.a background
note. The latter is based on what information is available
to the MOD.
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TALKING POINTS ~

i. HMG, in light of indications of possible Argentine
intervention in Falklands in autumn 1977}took precautionary
measures to deploy naval forces in South Atlantic. These
‘meaéures were precautionary and covert and did not involve
the deployment of surface ships in the immediate vacinity
of the Falklands. There was no reason then (or since)

to believe that Argentina was aware of this deployment.

2. In the event no action was taken by Argentina.
No evidence that Argentina was dissuaded from action because

of deployment of HM ships.
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BACKGROUND NOTE - NOT FOR USE

1. In November 1977, in the light of reports that
Argentina was considering an invasion of the Falkland Islands,
HMG despatched two frigates and one SSN (HMS Dreadnought)
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to the South Atlantic. HMS Endurance was at the time

.?on station in the Falklands.

2. . The two frigates were kept on station well away from
the Falkland Islands themselves, 1000 miles to the North
East. The SSN carried out patrols off Port Stanley

but did not surface.

3. In the event, Argentina took no action against the
Falkland Islands. There is no evidence to show that

they were aware of the deployment of HM ships and therefore
nothing to suggest that the deployment of this force

was instrumental in deterring the Argenfines from
military actioﬁ against the Falkland Islands.

4, The ships were ordered back;_se;aﬁaiag to the UK

in January 1978.



