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ALl LANDD

No ministerial mecetings scheduled for tonight. The Prime
Hinister, though, obviously talked to colleagues after the
decbate. A meeting of minis®ers was not likely on “unday
and probably the next meeting would be on Monday.

. ord Carrington and lMr MNott had alked to the
Conservative backbench defence committee. *hey were not
expected to come and see the Yrime “‘inister at No 10.
There was no question of heads rolling.. This was a time
for tha.government to unite and give full backing to

the task force that was sailing. 1t was a time to draw
togetl'er as a government.

There was likely to be a debate in government time
next week. Not likely on }onday but perhaps a debate on
Tuesday or »ensday. No terms of reference for the debate
yei. There was no question of the Northern lpeland statement
being put aside to make way for this debate.

Ve had nothing to add on the current status of “ndurance
or the marines in 2outh “Yeorgia.

The P had made clear that a task force was going

to sail subject to orders. the object was to rid the
falkland I-1-nd of invaders. 1t was, of course, plain
tha: to pull theitrigger was.'the last thing the government
wanted *o do. Ve did not intend to discuss the timing
XKkExXxE or movementi of ships involved in the task force.
ouffice it to say that the force would move in good order
if at different specds.

Le could offer no details on the welcome thai might be
civen to the marines and the governor when they arrived
in UK. the Forcign ®ecs expecta ion of their arrival
on ~anday was perhaps optimisiic. They might well
arrive early next week.

e had no evicence of who inflicied casuzalties

on the fpgentinian forces - the marines or the-Falkland
defence forces. e had no evidence of casnlaiies among
Y“he I'alkland defcnce forces.

The expor! of all military equipment to -rgentina
had been formally stopped. o had the sale of aircraft
parts. but this did not mewn a total ending of -1l trade.
ihere wasa tolal frecze on all “rgentiininan assests in this
country governrmental and civilian.

Ln comunica iors it was totally unfair to complain
abou® tiie pos invasion breakdown b etween the "alkland
authori-ies and the Ui.. 1f there i& an X®EX invasion

i inevi ably the firs thinz tha' goes is comunication.
On i"leeti movements it was o ally impractical of
| critics to expect tihat a task force should always be
) on s ation in the Falklands to dcter the argen ininans.
.1he facts of geopgraphy cannot be altered.
sndurance as a military unit was of liiile real
ef ‘ect. ~he hdd acheived a mythical significance out
of all proportion wiZh the pe3=ity of her mili ary
power. 2 r*hh?
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