10 DOWNING STREET

Press Notice

The following Ministers have tendered their

resignations:-

The Right Honourable
The Lord Carrington,
K.C M. GL, MJC.

The Right Honourable
Humphrey Atkins, M.P.

Richard Luce, Esquire,
M.P.

Secretary of State
for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs

Lord Privy Seal
Minister of State,

Foreign and Commonwealth
Office

The resignation tendered by The Right Honourable

John Nott, M.P., has not been accepted,

An exchange of letters is attached.

Telephone 01-930 4433
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I am grateful to you for your letter of today
putting your office at my disposal.

i § undersLand entirely the honourable feelings which
led you to write as you did. It was the only course open
to you. But the Ministry of Defence is not the Depariment
responsible for policy towards the Falkland Islands. I
wish you to remain at your post. It is vital that you
continue as Secretary of State for Defence as our forces
prepare for the possibility of armed action. I have the
fullest confidence in your ability to carry out the crucial
tasks that lie ahead.

The Right Honourable John Nott, M.P.
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The Right Honourable John Nott, M.P.
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It is with gfeat regret that I have received your letter of
today in which ydu say that you wish to resign at the same time ac
!

Peter.

/

I understand entirely the reasons of honour which made you
write as you diF, and I respect you immensely for it.

It is with the greatest of regret that I accept your resignotion.
You were my Chief Whip for four years, and then you unflinchingly
accepted the heavy burden of office of Secretary of State for
Northern Ireland when I asked you to take it up in 1979. In
that post you stood firm throughout,'and especially in the darkest
moments of the hunger strikes. Since then you have served the
Government and the country with great skill as Lord Privy Seal.
You have given your country service of the utmost value, and I
have no doubt that you will continue to do so in future.

I am much strengthened by the assurance of your continuing
support. It is a great encouragement to me at this time th

can count on it in the weeks and months to come, just as I ha:

always done in the past.

BOPP VAN

The Rt. Hon. Humphrey Atkins, M.P,.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London SW1

5 April 1982

Much of the criticism of the Government's policy on the
Falkland Islands, which I do not believe to be sustainable, has
been directed at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

While Peter Carrington is the Secretary of State, I as a
Member of your Cabinet, share fully with him the responsibility
for the conduct of Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs.

That being so, I have no doubt that I should resign at the
same time as Peter.

In asking you to accept my resignation, may I say how greatl:
I have enjoyed the privilege of serving you over the last seven
years, as Chief Whip, as Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
and as Lord Privy Seal. May I also thank you, not only for the
confidence you have shown in me over these years but also for
many personal kindnesses.

You have my assurance that I will continue to give you and
your Government my fullest support in everything you have set
out to do.

The Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher MP
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street

LONDON
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It was with very great regret that I heard this morning of
your unalterable decision to resign your office as Secretary of
State for Forelgn/and Commonwealth Affairs. You e€xplained to me
very clearly whyfydu Lhought'that, as the Minister responsible

for the Govérnmeﬁt's policy towards the Falkland Islands, you

should, in honour, leave the Government at the present time.

I did my utmost throughout Saturday and Sunday to diss:
you from this course; and so did other friends. I have been
unsuccessful, and it is with the greatest reluctance that I
your decision. The news of your resignation will be received
with a heavy heart not only by your celleagues in the Cabinet 1
also by all those with whom you have worked at home and abroaa

these laét three years.

You have given the nation the most outstanding servi
Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary. Your achievenznts
many and great. You have preserved and strengthened our very
close links with the United States and you have enabled us to pi.
our full part in the European Community. Perhaps, above all, tl.:

greatest single achievement for which you will be remembered wil)
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be the way in which you brought Rhodesia to independence. The

absence of your wisdom and your humanity, your patience and your
skill from our counsels will be an immense loss for us zll.
.
1 shall find your continuing support in the weeks and months
to com= an enormous encouragement; and I am strengthened by the

conviction that you bhave great service still to®render our country.

The Rt. Hon. Lord Carrington, KCMG, MC.
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The Argentine invasion of the Falkland Islands has

led to strong criticism in Parliament and in the press of

the Government's policy. In my view, much of the
criticism is unfounded. But I have been responsible for
the conduct of that policy and I think it right that I
should resign. As you know, I have given long and care-
ful thought to this. I warmly appreciate the kindness
and support which you showed me when we discussed this
_matter on Saturday. But the fact remains that the
invasion of the Falkland Islands has been a humiliating
affront to this country.

We must now, as you said in the House of Commons, do
everything we can to uphold the right of the Islanders to
live in peace, to choose their own way of life and to determine
their own allegiance. I am sure that this is the right
course, and one which deserves the undivided support of
Parliament and of the country. But I have concluded with
regret that this support will more easily be maintained if
the Foreign Office is entrusted to someone else.

I have been privileged to be a member of this
Government and to be associated with its achievements over
the past three years. I need hardly say that the Government
will continue to have my active support. I am most gratefu!
to you personally for the unfailing confidence you have shown
in me.

(CARRINGTON )

The Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher MP
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It was withigreat regret that I received your letter of
today submitting your resignation from the Government.

I know thaF you felt that you had to”take this course as
a matter of honéur and I have every respect for your decision.
I accordingly accept your resignation, though with great
reluctance.

You have given valuable service to the Government and the
country in the period of nearly three years you have spent
as a Minister in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. It
was in recognition of your considerable qualities that I
appointed you as a Minister of State in September of last
year. I am sure that you will have other opportunities in
due course to render further service. In the meantime
I am very grateful to know that the Government will continue
to have your fullest support in the difficult times that lie

ahead. A: ok ik,
head ¢€i7 é}D (o \v/
- /

Richard Luce, Esq., MP.
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I am submitting my resignation from the Govern:.

The Argentinian invasion of the Falkland Islands
has been a hbmiliating setback to the people of the
Islands and to the United Kingdom.

In these difficult times it is vital that the Governmen+
has the full confidence and support of tﬁé country. To
this end, I believe that it will help you to have a new
Minister t& take my place, irrespective of whatever
Jjudgements will be made by the country of the events of
the past.

I remain firmly of the view that Her Majesty's
Government has an overwhelming duty to the people of L
Falkland Islands. I have the fullest confidence that
you will fulfil that duty.

It has been a great privilege to have served in thi=
Government under your leadership. It has been an honour
to have worked with Peter Carrington, whom I regard as
an outstanding leader and one of our finest Foreign ancd
Commonwealth Secretaries.

I need hardly say that I shall continue to give the
fullest support to you and the Government in the important
days ahead and for the future.

(&t

Jalls
@» b

(RICHARD LUCE)

b

The Rt Hon Margaret.Thatcher MP
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submitting my resignation from the Govern:,
The Arg«nt]nlan invasion of the Falkland Islands
has been a humlllatlng setback to the people of the
Islands and ‘to the United Kingdom.

In the %e dlff)cult times it is vital that the Gover:
has the 4u11 confidence and support of 1he country. To
this end, I believe that it will help vou to have a new
Minister to take my place, irrespective of whatever
Judgements will be made by the country of the events of

the past.

I remain firmly of the wview
Government has
Falkland Islands.

you will fulfil that duty.

It has been a great privilege to have
Government under your leadership. . It has been
to hav cd with Peter Carrington, whom I

1der and one of our finest

retaries.
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and for the future.

LUCE)

Margaret.Thatcher Mp
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It was with great regret that I received your letter of
/

5 April 1:

today submitting your resignation from the Government .

I know thaF you felt that you had #%o“take this course as
a matter of hon?ur and I have every respect for your decision.
I aceordingly accept your resignation, though with great

reluctance.

You have given valuable service to the Government and ikt
country in the period of nearly three years you have spent
2s a Minister in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 165
Was in recognition of your considerable gunzlities that I
eppointed you 2s a Minister of State in September of last
vear, I am sure that you will bave other opportunities in
course to render further service. In the meantime
am very graieful to know that the Government will continue
Lo have your fullest support in the difficult times that lie
-
ahead, /_:L--c’y_l CoeA (,J;JL\‘
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