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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

.anley Newens (Harlow): To ask the Secretary
foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, if he L3E
,'L,'_\,u.u conditions on tae SUpp Ly Of Zrms &k
culpment to m111+awv regimes in the light of the eyr
Supplying Argentina.

No W82

MR DOUGLAS HURD

The Export of Goods (Control) Order alread
for the licensing of all exports of arms and mi
equipmenc. Such licences ere only granted &
scrutiny by both the Foreign and Commonwealb_
the Ministry of Defence. Tne Export
Crder also provides for the revocation of 1i
they have been issued. This wnrovision has

implemented in the case of goods destined for -rgent




Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretary of ©
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether any 1i
granted by the Argentine government Tor oil and =
exploration cross into Sovereign areas of the Felkisn
Islands; and what is Her Majesty's Government's pol
towards any such licences. ¥

No 179W

MR CRANLEY ONSLOW

Not as fer as we are aware. However in 1920, the
Argentine authorities invited tenders for an exploration of
an area known as the Magallanes Este Block, part of which
lies beyond the median line between the Falkland I S
and Argentina. In the absence of an agreement of a
delimitation of the continental shelf between the Falkland
Islands and Argentina neither country would be entitled to
exercise continental shelf rignts beyond the median line.
Wle protested then to the Argentines about the tender and
made our position known to the oil industry.
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Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretary of State f
Foreign and Commonwealtn Affairs, vnetasr any licences 103
01l and gas exploration have been granted by Hep ¥ajects

-Government in offshore areas of the Felkland Island

MR CRANLEY ONSLOW

No.




Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretary
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether there
arrangements for exploration for oil and netura
-.Continental Shelf of the Falkland Islands both

Malinas Basin and the Burdwood Bank,

1
.

MR CRANLEY ONSLCW

Under the terms of the Continetal Shelf Convention
of 1958 and the applicable rules of internstionzl law,
the United Kingdom has exclusive jurisdiction over the
exploration and exploitation of the continental shelf areas
adjacent to the Falkland Islands. Certain povers to
licence exploration and exploitation are conferrsd on the
Governor of the Falkland Islands under the Falkland Islancd
(Continental Shelf) Order in Council 1950 and the Falkiand
Islands Mining (Mineral 0il) Regulations of 19




Me T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the 3ecrets ary of St
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs vinether g median
line *cs be>n established between the ;;Oenuine and
Falkland lands.
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MR _CRANT.EY ONSLOW

As & geograpnical fact, there is of course already

& median line between Argentina ané the Falkland Islands.
But no agreement nhas been resched between the United Kingdom
and Argentine Governments on the delimitsation of the zones
7ithin wnich eaci enjoys the economic rights of a coastsl
state in that area. In the absence of an agreed boundar:
gitner party, in Her lNajesty's Governmsni's view, would
entitled to exercise coastal state rigits beyond the med:
line.
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Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretary of ot«*~ for
Foreign and Commonwealth .Affairs, how many companies rave
shown interest or made representation to %er Majesty'c
‘Government for exploration or prospecting for oil and

in and around the Falkland Islands.

|
|

No 174W

MR CRANLEY ONSLCY

A nunmber of companies have expressed an interest in
the hydrocarbon potential of the continental shelf adjacent
to the Falkland Islands. Tnere have.been two seismic survers

These reports are available to other international
companies on & commercial basis.
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Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretard of
kuAu gn and Commonwealth Affairs,
position of the following locations

.~¢x .
Ve !

State for
what is the currelly

of the Briticsh ‘“*"Wc“'
SU *Signy Faraday, Rothera and Halley and the Moer
of QLJLL engaged at each site; and whether there been

any e e of ine S
Y vidence of intervention DJ the Argentine Gover: :nt.
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MR FRANCIS PYM

Tnere has been no evidence of intervention by the
Argentine Government at any of the British Antarctic Survs
stations in the Antarctic Treaty Area. All stations are
continuing to nursue their normal scientific ressarch
programmes. There are 13 men at Signy, 13 at Faraday,

13 at Rothera and 19 at Halley.




6 April 1982

Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretary of State for
Fowelﬂﬂ and Commonwealth Affairs, what is the position of tne
British Antarctic Surveys Es ¢b11ﬁnment inl Grytviken =nd
i Island in South Georgia; 'and how many stafl are employed
gach site.

MR _FRANCIS PYM

At tne time of the Argentine invesion of South Geor cia
there were 13 British Antarctic Survey -ersonnel at Grytviken,
4 at Bird Island, 4 at the Lyell Glacier Hut, 2 at Schlievsr
Bay and 3 together with 2 wild life television film
producers at St Andrew's Bay. The position of those at
Grytviken is not yet clear. Those at obhe“ nlaces
according to our latest information, sre safe and veTL.
Further information is being sought urgently in order tc
arrange for tne safe return of all concerne
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Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretar% of
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether the Bri
claim to the sovereignty of the British Antarctic Ter
is in land dependent upon the Antarctic Treaty of Dec:e

* 1959; and whether it is the position of Her Majesty's
Government that the Argentine as a contracting pzrt
observed the terms of that treaty.

/

No- 150W

MR FRANCIS "PYH

is dependent on discovery and actsof administration. It is

TV

not dependent on the Antarctic Treaty although Article

of that Treaty protects our position from erosion by the

acts of others as long as tne Treaty is in force.
Inspections carried out under the Treaty supnort ine

coniclusion that Argentina is observing the terms of ih
reaty. '
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Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, wnat is the extent .he
land tenure held by the Coalite Group Ltd. in the Falkland
Islands; _and wnat is the number of people employed by the
Falkland Island Co. and other local subsidiaries.

No 143W

MR FRANCIS PYM

Tne Falkland Island Company, a subsidiary of the
Coalite Groun Ltd, own some 45% of the farmland. Falkland
Island Company's employees in Falklanc Islaznds number 24




6 April 1982

Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, of the preccnu pogiitation
of the Falkland Islands' dependencies prior to the recent
occupation, what percentage were Argentine.

No 142W

MR FRANGIS PYH

The population of tae lkland Island Depsnden
is as follows. There are in South Georgia (26
Antarctic Survey staff plus two wildlife television
producers ). There is an illegal all the year round
presence of some 11 Argentines in the scientific station
on Southern Thule. The population of the Falkland
Islands themselves at the last census was 1813 of whom
30 viere Argentine residents.

Fe.
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Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretary of Stat
for Foreign and Co~monwealth Affairs, whether the -
over the Falkland Islands' dependencies has been referr
to the International Court of Justice; and whether th
argentine was prepsred to submit to ths court's g

Sl CUTE S s
JULLSEI CLION

No 141W

MR _FRANCIS PYM

In 1947 and subseguently the British Government
orfered to submit the dispute ovér the Dependencies to
the International Court of Justice. In 1955 the Government
poroached the Court unilaterally. srgentina has refused
to submit to the Court's jurisdiction on this issue.




6 April 1982

Mr T H H Skeet (Bedford): To ask the Secretary of

Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, vihether the Sout:

Islands have been claimed by the Argentine, Government;
1er they have in fact occupied any of the Islands.

No_140W

MR FRANCIS PYM

Argentina has claimed sovereignty over the South
Sandwich Islends (of which Southern Thule is one) for more
than 30 years. An Argentine scientific station has been
on Southern Thule since the end of 1976. We nave no
doubts about British sovereignty and our legal position
is fully protected. There are no British inhabitants

the islands. The current situation there is not clear.




