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Nature of Channe—ProDosed

At pfesent seagoing LOA is paid to RN peréonnel et
\rages fixed for e number of regions throughout the world.
: Tbé rate iﬁ paymeéq_on.anﬁ shipnis deférmined_by thet
eppropriate to its last port of cell. Those seiling frow
the UK get no LOA, nor do people embarked on troopships.
_Rather than allow anomslies in allowances to develop
between members of a single force if is more equitable to

pay a flat rate to sll.

O

Why £1 per dey?

Normally LOA is precisely assessed to compensate for
the extra costs arising from Service oversess. .In present
circumstances it is.of course impossibie toA?aké SUChE an S
'aséessment,'and the payment proposed is no more than a
rough average of what various people in the force.would

otherwise get. #,

Bow long will the arrangement last?

Until the conclusion of the operation or some major

chenge in the situation cslls for a regppraisal.

Vbhet if 2 substantis)l British force remeins in the Felklencs

There would-hsve to be & proper review to determine &n
appropriate long tern rate of LOA. This would be following

the normsl proctice ss spplied in, sey, Belize.
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D.ts the provosed arrencenent follow any brececent, er. Svez?

No. ‘Tpe need for some couwmon approach is created by the

- specisl nature of this force - lergely meritime and drewn

together from different ports.

How does the propocsed rate compare with the Northern Ireland
£1llowence? :

It is not possible to weke any useful comparison. The
two sllowances are for entirely different purposes end are
paid~on,different bases. For exauple, the N.I. allowance
"/ €1.45 per day 7 is taxable; LOA is not since its intention
is to compensate for extra expenses over a period.

Vill anyone suffer s pay cut?

LOA is not pay but a compensstory ellowance, and the sum
‘proposed is judged to be squiéient go meet any extra expenses
likely to be incurred by Servicemen involved in this~opération.
This may wmean reduced LOA for some, but the higher rates are

iptended for guite different circumsteances, eg. ébod will

visits.

Vren con wembers of an overationsl force e>pect to spend the
coney”

They will alresdy be incurring extra expenses eg. On
postage, and on any visits to overseas ports, eg. Ascension,
vill need to spend more on relaxestion or, if circumstances

zllow it, telcphone-¢ells home. 5




REFERENCE: LOA
phatfod s WL 0L

i sati i Colonel Jim
Following a telephone conversation with )
Osborne at home (tele no 0303 822474) at 1135 hrs this
morning. No breakdown of LOA rates is possible because
of the complexity of detail involved,

PR LINE

Ve (;,armot give figures for LOA at this stage. I:r, is a
fluid situation and at this distance we cammot give
firm figures. i

STATEMENT BY MOD SPOKESMAN 18.4.82 1200 HRS

SITUATION ON LOA \
SITUATION ON LOA :

"This is a difficult, complicated area at the best of times,
i designed to

touched at and they
go to another port,
they are ashore,

We a2re in a situation which~would be unbearable insofar
as different people in the same Task Force would be
getting different rates of Sea Going Overseas Allowance
and some getting no LOA at all. LOA does not apply to
iroop carriers, the situation to

1
lucky windfall of the next port of call, are getting

less than they hoped for. Nevertheless, there are many
times that number who are now getting the £1.00 a day

who would have had nothing under the previous rules.

Now everyone is getting the same, It was done in the
interests of avoiding painful anomalies., There are a Tew

vho would be getting a 1it4)e less than they expected,
but not many",
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"T'wo more vessels have been requisitioned. The fTishing
vessel, Pict, owned by British United Trawlers, is
currently at sea off Norway, She will go to Rosyth to
be fitted out and will be manned by the Royal Navy
crew, Today the P & O North Sea ferry, Norland, has
been requisitioned. She normally goes between Hull and
Rott€rdam. There is no further information at the moment

-"on the Norland — just thought I would keep you updated.

To save needless questions let me just say that the
position insofar as today is concerned is unchanged

from yesterday, There is no information to give you on
the number, location or direction of the task force
except to say that they are on course and on time. I
have no authoritative information that I can give you

on the Argentian Navy — whether elements of it have

left port or not - there are no reports. I can only say,
as previously, that no major vessel or auxiliary has
breached the maritime exclusion zone. That remains the
position. ‘It also remains the position that if Argentine
ships left harbour we can only speculate on their motives
for doing so. We do not believe that they intend to
breach the maritime exclusion zone because we know that
they appreciate our resolve and capability in that area,
Having said all that, there is nothing new. I have

only said it to assure you that today'I can give no
further information than that.”

FALKLAND ISLANDS -~ NORLAND
PR LINE:

"The North Sea Ferry MV Norland, owned by P & O, has been
requisitioned to assist in the current operations'". Norla:
is a 12,988 ton roll-on/roll—off passenger/car/freight
ferry. She normally operates between Hull and Rotterdam.

FALKLATD ISLAIDS - FIVE RIGADE.

‘PR Line:~
"Five Brigade is the reserve, out of

area (NATC area) formation. 1/7 Gurkha Rifles

is part of Five Brigade. There is no intention of

sending them anywhere at the moment,"

ALLEGED AIR EXCLUSION ZONE

Reuters today carries a report from Arge?tine sources
that Britain has announced an air exclusion zone. This

is not.correct.

Line to take is the last sentence of the MEZ announcement
of 7 April which reads:

"Thi asure is without prejudice to the right
;?hi:emgnited Kingdom to take whatevcr‘addit%onal
measures may be needed in exercise of 1t‘s.r1ght
of self—defence under Article 51 of the United
Nations charter."




UoanlA NERCHANT SEAMEN NEGOTIAT
~——— (see Line 17A dated 16 April)

A

New line to take in event of press queries:

"We are surprised and sorry to hear of any delays
in relation to Uganda, particularly as she is to
be a hospital ship., But we understand negotiations
will continue next week and with this in mind we
have nothing further to say",

ADDITIONAL HOSPITAL SHIPS

BACKGROUND (not for use)

LINE TO TAKE

i

0 We camnot confirm, _If pressed, Ministry of Defence is

| ‘ta.k:‘m_g §11 necessary precautions to Provide hospital

h facilities, _No decision about the Tequirement for any
further hospital ships has yet been made,

\ UNATR R Tabec

FURTHER TO DEFENSIVE BRIEF AFTER TELEGRAPH PRESS COPY

INVINCIBLE had obviously assumed that the normal rules i
would apply and having reached the geographical area 3
felt clear to pay the rate. Whereas now they are not !
getting as much as they thought, other personnel

serving on the force who would normally not have gqualified
will now get more,

v
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The overall balance of the rate for the whole'ya"egol’fL i
was fully considered at the highest level and the rate .
was felt to be right and fair in the circumstances, E ,.~
I

Comparisons with the MN are not particularly helpful

and in any case difficult to equate, /
! e

-

ITN WEWS 17 Apr 82

A Royal liarine lajor gave details of the
bayonet strength aboard the task forée.
DO NOT CONFIRI ANY FIGURESB, Our line
remains we are not discussing operational

strengths, units, or movements beyond that

already given in Parliament, ' ////




FR Line: Only to be used responsively,

"LIS Superdb returned to Faslane thisg
evening,"

i\l
Q here has she been?

What has she been doing?

Does this mean there are no submarines in the

v

s
154,

»
A Ve do not discuss the operational movements of
"
our submarines,
o~ ~ e -

MERCHANT SZAVEN NEGOTIATIONRS

we have been given 1o understznd by Roger Paxion of DES
at 1130 hrs today that the Depariment of Trade is con-
ducting negotiations with the NUS and that a meeting has
been arranged by them for 1100 hrs Monday 19 April.

PR LINE

Any questions relating to the merchant seamen negotiations
should be referred to the Department of Trade. It is
not 2 matter for the MOD to comment on.

,

¥V NORLAND
BACYGROUND

i was suggested that this ship would not prove suitable
for 211 the tasks that were going to be allocated to
it and that it was not now going to be used,

PR LINE

The Norland will be used as previously stated,

The 29 nivsing liarines are sai'e, Well
2nd in liontevideo. They arc due to
peturn to UK in tne carly hours of Tuesday
20 £_ril. Sofs is deciding vnat type of
reoeption will be given. o Tucility
ghould be ann unccd or the tine of arival

given o Lnc rresse

11550 fhe 29 Larines arc duc buck on
Liidss

' o ° A edils vAL f
Tuesdaye Tpnere arc no deteil %L [¢)




